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"Wher-efore, if meat cause my brother to offend, I wii cal no ilcsh-
whiie the ivorl sîandeth, lest t cause my brotùier to ofifexd."-1 Coit.
vii. 13.

THERE 15 soiTethfl)g admirable in the dlisiniteresednc's--
of spirit 'vhieh dictated this declaration.

J 't 15 the entire abancloument of selfishi considerations

for the sake of others' good. It ln this respect exemplifies
the meaning of our Lord's precept, Love t/&y neighibor as
thyscif. It is the application of the principle elsew;,here

expressed by Patil lu various forrns :-Let no mzan seelc lus

ownî, but every nman another's goal. In hon or prefcrring
one anotiter. No ma-n livellu fo- htirnsef.

The question aHluded to iras one of pecuiliar interest at
that tjime, wvlien the new converts to Christianîty had but.
just left their old religions, and were stîli connected with

relatives, friends, aud neighibors, who remained attached,
to idolatrous worship. Mîngling with them in the inter-

course of common 111e, il would not be easy to avoici con-
tact with matters of reli glous form, an d involvin g ques-
tions of religions obligation. For example, if a friend in-
vited them to an entertalument, and set before them meat
which had been ofièred to an iclol, - what should they
do?1 Might they, ns Christians, innocently partake of itd
It was plainly a question of great practical iutex'est. The
Corinithians.,, askedl adrice of the Apostie respecting it.

Paul, in reply, lays down the principle, that an act 15 to
be, judged of by its effeet, not on themnselves alone, but
on others also. If they partake of the meat with the clear
understanding that there is no0 such thing in existence as
a false god, then they may do it inuocently ; it is no net


