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about $9oo,ooo and for business purposes $6oo,ooo. Among the
most important buildings erected were the C. P. R. station, cost
$î5o,ooo, E. Maxwell, Montreal, architect ; Bradbury & Brown,
contractors ; the Molson's Bank constructed of stone, approxi-
mate cost $ioo,ooo, Messrs Taylor & Gordon, Montreal, archi-
tects, Thomas Tompkins, contractor ; the Imperial Bank, (stone)
G. W. Grant, architect, David Bain, contractor ; the DeBeck
block, Fairfield block, Prior building, Shinner buiding, Thomson
building, Rodgers block and the McClary building from plans byMessrs W. T. Dalton, Parr & Fee, William Blackmore, C. O.
Wickenden, W. H. Mallory, E. H. Whitehead, N. Hoffer, S.
McClure, Mr. Soule, C. Oldershaw and Messrs Moore & Henry
of London, Ont. Prices of materials were about 2o per cent
higher than in 1897, and prices of labor were also in advance of
the previous year, added to the fact that mechanics were more
steadily employed. The present indications go to show that
operations during the present year will be on a scale equal at
least to that of 1898, as dwellings and business blocks are well
occupied. There is said to be, however, sufilcient skilled and
unskilled labor on the market to meet all requirements.

ml, price ror a tair margin of profit. Prices of labor were fairly
well maintained as the busy building operations at Vancouver keptall hands well employed. The indications for the present yearpoint to a fair anount of residence work of the better class, but asmall number of business buildings. Real estate agents reportthat rents and interest are paid with greater regularity than for
some time past, that there are few empty houses and no empty
stores, and that there is a tendency in the direction of recovery
in real estate values in suburban districts. Mr. F. M. Rattenbury
has on hand a considerable amount of work at outside points, in..
cluding pressed brick and terra cotta banks for the Bank of Mon-
treal at Rossland, cost $40,ooo; Nelson, cost $3o,ooo; New
Westmiuister, cost $19,ooo. Also brick business blocks to beutilized by the Bank of British Columbia at New Westminister,
cost $18,ooo.

stantial business brick blocks are nearing completion, as well as
the law courts, Holy Trinity Cathedral, the public market and
many lesser buildings. Should the present rate of progresscontinue to the close of '99, the scar of the great fire will be com-
pletely obliterated. Mr. G. W. Grant, architect, who designedso many of the former buildings, has been entrusted with the
restoratlon of most of the buildings above referred to. Amongother architects who are principally engaged in the reconstruc-
tion of the city are Messrs. Tiark, Sate, Guenther & VanAken,Clow & Welsh, Julien--among the leading contractors being Jas.
Sayfield, J. H. Williams, R. Buckland, Alex. Cruikshank, D.Bain, G. E. McDonald, E. Burns, J. A. Colbick, Jas. Cunning-ham, S. G. Tidy.

LONDON.
A slight increase took place in the volume of building operations

as compared with 1897. The expenditure for 1898 is placed at
$275,ooo, divided as follows : Residential buildings, $65,ooo ;business buildings, $5o,ooo ; public buildings, $r6o,ooo. Most of
the buildings were constructed of brick. Among the most ii-
portant buildings were a hospital, Bell Telephone Co.'s Exchange,Hemidge office building, and buildings for Messrs. SterlingBros. and Gorman, Eckert & Co. Prices of materials ruled about
ro per cent. higher than the preceding year abor unchanged.More favorable conditions are anticipated during the present
year.
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