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Returns furnished by the Banks to the AUDPITOR OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.
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J. M. COURTNEY, Deputy Minister of Finanes.

were appointed auditors of the Association for
the current year.

Messrs. J. B. Boyle and Thos. Blakeney,
who were appoin sorutineers to take the
vote for the election of directors, reported the
following parties duly elected, viz: Messrs.
Chas. Murray, 8. Crawford, Henry Taylor, D.
Macfie, Benjamin Cronyn, John Labatt, L.
Danks, F. A. Fitzgerald, H. Brodie, C. F.
Goodhue, W. R. Meredith and John Elliott.

It was moved by Richard M. Meredith, and
seconded by J. B. Boyle—That a cordial vote
of thanks be tendered to the president, vice-
president, directors and officers of the Associa-
tion for their valuable services during the past
year. Carried. :

The meeting then adjourned.

At a subsequent meeting of the directors
Mr. Chas. Murray was re-elected president
and Samuel Crawford vice-president.

URGING CUSTOMERS TO BUY.

A desire exists upon the part of many mer-
chants and their clerks never to let & customer
leave the store without sellingsomething. They
resort to every device imaginable to accomp-
lish that object. * These goods are just in,” or
« here is something I am sure you will like
and it is cheap,” and hundred other like
questions. Tne customer consider and possible
says “I would like them but can’t aftord to
pay right away,” Quick as thought almost
the response comes, ‘ Oh, take your time
in paying.” The goods are sold and credit
given.

Now the merchant sends out his bills and
among the number the customer who was
urged to buy receives one. Customer hasn’t
the money to meet it. The bill is sent again
and again and finally it is paid, but not with-
out considerable ill-feeling upon the part of
the customer who feels he has not been
trep‘lted right. Many of the bills are never
paid,

It is a question whether the merchant gains
anything by this or not, moralises the Merchant
Mail. It is a certain, that he loses much in
bad debts and some of the goods he has urged
many times are in these debts. The person
who gets oredit should never be urged to bu
and the merchant should govern himself
accordingly. (But the man who has the cash
in his fist may properly be urged every time.—
Ep. Mox. TiMEs.]
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AsHis.—Business slow, transactions few,
and confined to small compass. Receipts
light. The figure for No. 1 pots is still $3.40
to $3.45 ; there have been no recent dealings in
either seconds or pearls.

Dry Goops.—The majority of travellers have
returned, but those still out are sending ip fair
orders. The results of the spring trip cannot
be called otherwise than satisfactorv, and we
find quite a few houses who report the volume
of business ahead of last spring. Several buy-
ers from the North-west have been in town
this week; they report matters as in good
shape with them, and have been making fairly
liberal purchases. Country remittances are
still somewhat off, but are likely to improve
with the bettered roads, now that we have got
more snow and more seasonable weather. City
payments are coming in much better than
country ones, and business is moderately good
in town.

Fisa.—As Lent approrches the demand is
more active, and stocks are beginning to move,
but are uot sufficiently reduced to cause
any advance. We repeat guotations whioch
are as follows:—Labradors $3.00 to $8.25;
Cape Breton, none in market. Dry Cod
$2.75 to $3.25; Green do. $3.50 to $4; large do.
$4 to $4.25; North Shore Salmon $12 for
No. 1; $11.00 for No. 2; British Colum-
bia $9.00 to $9.50 ; Like trout, $3.75; bone-
less cod, 5 to 6jc. per Ib.

Fors.—Reoceipta of raw fars are still light,
and reports from all parts of the country sa:
that the oollection this winter is very small,




