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W HATEVER one's predilections may be, in politics,aUl who are informed with respeLct to the facts
inust haýe thie convictioni that in the Honi. jamnes

Calder Canada has found an able, aggressive and brilliant
director of thte Departn'ent of Colonizatiori and Immigra-
tion. Some piay believe that there is roorn for a differenice
Of oupinion as to whethèr Can-ada may expect, after tht
signiag of peace, the pre-war volume of immigration
again to develoji. To Mr. Calder the prcoblcm niay pre-
"lnt dificulties, but no doubts whatsocyer. Those who
have recently heard him in the WVest, have caughit some-
tliing of his enthusiasm and have been steeled by his reso-
lution, to work together with the rest of tht country in
making Canada a ]and o! opportunity after the war, In'
discussing the probltms of reconstruction a week or two
since in Regina, Saskatoon and other Western cities, Mr.
Calder, amnong other things' said:

"The biggest job which Canada must accomnplish with-
in the next teri years is to get people into the country to
develop the wonderful natural resources whkch are ours.
l'axes are bound to be heavier af 1er this war; and unless
we develop our natural xesources and secure new stlr
to carry part of the burdea, people will bc rnoving Our,
instead o! coming in. Do not tthik we are facing bank-
'rtptcy-for we are rot. DO not imagine that the burdens
orf tht future wUll,he - so stag-gering that wve will bce unable
toba hm At thle salre lime wec are confronted with the
vitail necessity of developing our natural resources if the
countr~y is tc, achieve permanent pros,-perty'"

We art well aware that some cle,-r-heaided 4 ýbservers
are inclined to befieve that tht war buirden will defet
prospective ýsettle,-, f rom Canada to th~e Argentinc and
other South American counitries. Let il flot lxe forgotten,
however, that national debts, however large in sumn total
thiey ntay appear, are rectlly light or hcavy according to
ability to pay-according to the capacity o! the average
citizenl to carry his rhare~ o! tht burden. The Dominion
in proportion to population has a magaiticènt te->onmit
euipmntn as well as marveUlous natural resources. In

larg meaurethe securing of population after the war
depends upon the degre tço which tbis equipmnent and the
nation's resources are put t0 prodluctive use, andi the level
of UYip thtreby achieved by the people. Notwithstand-

'n eaytaxes and the burden of the war debt, we ven-
~tu o a that the average Canadian family neyer, in the

couse f te cunty's history, has eajoyed' greater pros-

perity noir a higher level of well1-being than right litre
and now. The foreb.odings of pessimists, therefore, need
flot and ýshould flot obscure the main issue. If Canada is
made ai prosperous couintry, if its dernocratic ideals are

safeuaredthe tide of inmmigration will once more
sweep toward our sho«rts,. iuis dots flot lose sight of the
fact, moreover, that Eturopean nations wMl make strenu-
ous efforts to keep their nationale at home, in view of,
the heavy disabilities imposed upon themn by this destruct-
ive war.

Mr. Caier further stated that it was bis conviction
thafit the Dominion tan sustain in comnfort, and with a high
standard of living, at 1east 50,000,000 persons, iXsttad of
the present population of s;oiewhat less than exght mil-
lioni. To be sure, there are whole brigades of doubters
in the country who pose the question is to whiere this in-
crease of population is to be secured. The loýsses in
E~urope occasioned by the war are indeed sufficient '"to

stggrhurnanityY- Neverthcless, even accepting the
estimates olf dead and wounded as running be(-tween
twcrity or twenty-five millions, they are comparatively
in-ignificant in contrast with the huge natural increase
of population in Eastern, South-eastern and Southern
Europe, from year to year. The population of Eur0pean
Russia atone, before thtr war, inc-reaised -it thre rate of

.;,ooo,ooo per innurn; %vhile swarmsý of men and women
left Tt:aly, Gyalacia, Poland and the Balkans owing to over-
crowded conditions in these countries. Sinice thte Napo-
leoi perio(d the population of 'Eurolpe has more than
doubled, stanidinig at 4ý50,000,000 at thte outbreak nf hos-
tilities. Add to that tht pressure cf population upon the
available land supply in the United States, and one may
flot need to hecomec unduly pessýimnistic concerning the
immigration outloo)k, in the imnmediaite future, for Can-
ada. AIl this despite the f acttLhat for two or threc ycars
1ahor will probably find full emp.loymnent in reconstruc-
tion in Europe.

When-r ail is said and done, natural resourvçs as well
as p4opulation considered, the taxation problemn should not
bc nearly as difficuit in Canada as in -the Old Woarld. Few,
appear to reali7e that up to the beginning of August, i918,
the UJnited Kingdom's war credi ts stood at the amazing
total of over $40,0oo,00o,0o0, with proportionate debts
in every belligerent country on the Continent. Truc,
Great Britain can face its responsibilities with courage
and with the assurance that the rgjtion, in view of its


