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The preent ]British naval etrengiff in
Eastern waters is nineteen ivar-ships, of
39,000 toaý, carrying 135 large guns, in-
cludin.g tlioie o! 4-inch calibre, anal 150
sinaller gims. Th2 total crews consiste o!
8,000 men. TU doombined Frenchi and Rue-
siaa squadrons are twcnty-one war-ships
of equa.l tonuiigc, carrying 153 large gunle
abd 137 emaller guns, 4,000 men, and ten
torpedo-boats, and volunteer cruisers be-
Oides. This etartiug compari8on provez,
observes a Times correspundent at Hong
Koung, that willhout more m[n and shipe
here, Gr,,aL Britain is exposing wilfully lier
immense Eastern intere8s to great dan-
ger.09

Ir, bas bceu dcdCd to begin thec arma-
ment of thc Militia Infantry with the Lee-
Matford coiiv.rt, d rifle by the issue o! that
weaî>on to the tweiity-ighit battaliv>ns-
which belong to tIi Third Armiy Corps in
the Ilonie Defencoe fueie, and it ia cxpect-.
ed that thc n,,w weapou ill be taken iii-,
to use andi the Martini-llenry bc discard-
cd in th-, alpproaeling drill season. The.
Miliitia baittali.bi imdiately affected by
the chiainge bfong to Middlesex, Surrey, the
Tower Illaîul,ýts, Laiicasliiro, Yorkshire,
Ba-Lshir.ý, $u:sx, andi Nottiinglmamshire,
and foi-muf ivcLiufautry brigad,-s.

The wbole sto[îy 01 te dcatruttion of
Captaii ilo and bis littie band of m.,fl'
is now told. Am auticipated, the force wvas
slaughtered ini i -t*irety-iery"wl>-
cd oui." Thc M. !e, altcr a deeperate
figlt, niag,-d 10 coma3 to close qluarters
i overwh liniît~îunbrs, and i t as thon

ail over. Ibau alwaiys b.,en so in battleu
inii vli vlsdmn have been pitteid
aga instiiatives o! 1h.stainp o! Lobrixgulas
men ; if th.' nativce eau be kcpt at rifle
dit3tance, îhcy will bý repuliseti with lheavy
slauglter ; but if, ou th.2 other band, they
get to clos. quarters they- iuvariably
deitroy th2-ir olppon.ýut8 to a maný Cap-
tain Wilson ai ilu i n fouglit with lier-
oic coutîag,, bu. uu ywore speedily anui-
hilai cd. TL'lîy had nîo defeîice à3ucli as Cliard
and hie mniem ovre able to make for them.-
aeîves at ltoiîke't3 Drift, so they perîslxed,
one and ail. No1liing renmaille o! tbem, na
lin,-glkt migi ý have rsaid, but tlie splendor
o! their rcisistauxe-"and splendor like this
is something 'more than th-e more outward
adormlnt hichi gracce the lite o! a na-
tion. It is sti-tiigth ; streýngth other 'than
that of mere rich s, and olluer tîxan that of
grot;s numbrs; eýr,-iigtlh carried by prouti
descent f roux eueý generat ion to niiotier;
etrengtli awuiting tbc trials that are to
corne."

FRONTIER RiFLE ASSOCIATION
The annual n eting of the mneinbere o! t lie

Proutier ]Pifl'Assoatiou was i idini the
village o! lluaitiingdoiî on Tueday, the latb
Feb., 1894. 111 tuec al>seîce o!fthe president
Lt. G. L. Mitcfarlane wae duiosai clairman.

The ecr.tary-trcasurer, Lt.-Col. Archi.
XacLaren, pr,,t3utctd the fiuancial report,
whicb wae consideréd satisfactory nnil was
adopted.

The officers of at year werc rc-electedý
No chaage wae made iu any o!thue matcbe,
,xccpt that thc Dominion o! Canada-
biedal waa given to the biglisat aggregate

o! matches one, tivo and three, lnstead of
tbrep, four and si.

The officers of the Assaociation are lm
h'opea that b2fore the neit annual prizc,
meeting tbey shall have new rifles, as tbcy
eay thecoId onsare nottfit to shoot at! a.
target. _ ________

RIFLE MATCH AT BANFF.
At a rifle match held at the Banff, N.W.

T., ramga !"t week, the following scores
were mnade. The match waa f ive shets nt
POO0 yards:
F. Youu.g
Covp. Aston, N.W.M.P., Canniore-
W. Jacks - -

Cels. Noyce, N.W.M.P. -

N. B. Sanson --

J. Jansen -- -

Cons. Melellar, N.W.M.P. -

Staff-Sgrt. Bagley, N.W.M.P.-
Capt Haip.r, N.W.MýL.P.,-
S. Harrison -- --

Dr. Sinmpson, Wiinnipcg --

Cos. Thompsont, N..M.P.-
N. R Wesell1, Medicine HIat
MI. 19. Seovth
F. Abbýy - - -

G. Hughes, Calgary --

Great jinter:set was takeià in thei
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n arly all th citizas turning out to watch
th' con tc-st. A civilian t2am, consisting of
F. Young, W. Jacks, N. B. Sanson, J. Jan-
sam, S. Harrison and Dr. Simpson b2at the
Police t2amn by 8 points. Another match
will takc place neit month, wben entries
arc exp -cted from different towns along the
Une.

THE CANADIAN MILITIA.

Lt. Col. Tassey's Lecture ]3etore The
Montreal Military Institute.

At a meeting of the Monhreal Military
Iustitute, helti at the rooms, Metealfe
street, on Saturday evcning, the lOth
inst. (Lt. Col. Prevost, one o! the vice-
presidents, ln the chair), Lt. Col. Massey
read a paper entitled "Matters of inte-
rest to the Active Militin." Ater au
allusion to the lengtb o! hie service with
the force, some 24 yeare, Lt. Col. Massey
said :

It has no do'ubt been evident to all In-
teresteti lu the militia that !rom oee
cause or another for somejears past its
administration lias not taken the im-
portant place rn'ich it formerly beld.
From belng one o! the mest prominent of
thec goverament departments, it bas now
fallen into what migbt be terunet almost
the junior o! the thirteen or fourteen
which compose the Cabiniet nppointments.
This is probably due mucli to the tact
that there exista a feeling among those
in autbority that shoulti necessity arise,
there uold be ne difficulty in obtain-
ing a su! fichent number of traineti men
for any emergency, as past experience
ùus shown that the active militia have
ever been more than ready te take the
field, either lu repelliug ferelgn inva-
sien, seuppressing rebellion or la aid o!
civil pew er. It le a great errer te, rely
tee ranch on this, however, as eztraor-
dlnary occurrences may at auy time arise
wblcb will require large forces andi com-
plete erganlzation.While it le necessarly
carefully te guard the public purse o! a
young and growlng country like Canada,
-z le aise necessary to spend sufficiený
for the proper maintenance of al forces

at present organized, wltb ah least twIce
as many annually trained men as the de-
partment la new able tu avait itself of.
Parlia ment bas for years past been satis-
lied with grantiug about the usual annual
vote, andi varions mînilters o! mufiti t have
elther been unable or unwilling to obtain
grants, which Parliament no doubt would
willingly place ât the disposai o! the
Milit.ia Department, provided the noeces-
sitiee o! the forces were fully and firmly
placed before it. The granting from year
te, year o! sumo insufficient has resulted
lnaos curtailing the work of the executive
department as to conipel tbem te, adopt
the <lsatrous policy of cutting down on
ail sîdee, wùich, no matter, how efficient
the department may be, will only fînally
reauit ln generally demoralizing the force,
with pos6lbly the exception of the per-
manent corps, which are welI cared for,
and a fewv city regiments, at present
maiatained by their owa efforts, botli ns
regarde expense and drill. This state of
things will simply Icave Canada with-
ont the necessary force to maintain order,
or proteet ber intcgrity, so that shoul
the present state o! affaira be allowed
to continue, requiring iso mucli mouey for
thxe smaller number o! .tuie permanent
force, and leaving 6o little for the îîcîtve
militia, wbo compos by far the most
important of Ca.mada's defence, it ivould
be better almost te extenti the system
of the Nortbwest Mouuted Police, whicb
bas always proved sucb a valuable fac-
tor in aasisting the settlemeut o! our
great territory in the Nortbwcst. lu
this connection it can be saiti witbout
a.uy possible foar of contradiction that
the portion of money espended ou coun-
try battalions, comparoti with that placed
at the disposai o! city regiinents, i8 l-.
together uufairly dividcd, %vhile it is also
bcyond ail question that whatcver the
rural corps may be tliey are neyer eo.
ready for service as those corps wvhieh
compose the leading city regiments. More
and more attention bas o! bite been paid
to the wel!are o! the permanent corps,
which though aumerically sînaîl (total
establishmcnt beinag onily 1,012) occupy
a very important place with regard to
the active militia, and iwhile I would
not suggest in auy way that this atten-
tion and expenditure should cease, I would
etrongly urge tlxat it is absolutely neces-
ce8sary for the wcl!are o! the active miii-
tia, that the pariiamentary grant should
be eo augmented as to permit of an iu-
creaela the pay and allowanccs to city
corps, so that thue present policy o! cut-
tiug o!ff both ornamental and useful sec-
tienis o! the regiment shoulti cease, and
the rural corps, those of whom are eff i-
cient, 6hould be drîllcd annually, andi that
no political influence o! any kind shoulti
be allowed to interfere with the disband-
ing of any rural corps not proving effi-
cient. These ideas occur to me as being
ncceseary to the succcssful future o! the
militia o! Canada, and w-e shouiti all re-
cognize the tact, that while we value our
connection witb the grent Empire we
should prove a source o! strngth rather
than a weakness as we muet be if we la
Canada are ho rely upon large numbers o!
Her Majesty's regulars bclug sent eut bers
la case ef emergency, which matter it la


