
DOMINION 'MEDICAL MONTI-ILY

The mntractatble nature of these è'hronic cases and the ease
wiwhich an early case can be cured emph-asizes the import-

ance of early recognition of catarrh of the colon. 'Not only is
early diagnosis necessary on these grounds, but also because,
when flot recognized and properiy treated, catarrh of the colon,
even in the less severe cases, is apt to cause very considerable
suffering, both physical and mental, to those afflicteci by it; andi
no small part -of their suffering may sotnetimes bc due to the
fact that they have constant and annoying pain, while retaining
every appearance of health, and consequently are considered to
1e hysterical and mnaking much of a littie. The deceptive char-
acter of the early symptoms renders the early reco.gnition of
this condition far f rom easy, because they sugglest to both piatient
and doctor the presence -of a gastric rather than of intestinal ail-
ment.-British 12'fedical Journial.
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THE MATURATION 0F OVA IN RELATION TO PUBERTY
AND THE MENOPAUSE.

BY JENi1. r. G. DRENNAN, M. D., ST. THRLMAS, ONT.

The theory is set forth by Beatson that on the removal of
the ovaries a fatty degeneration, similar to the formation of
milk in the niamniary glands, occurs, and that this degeneration
lias an inhibitory effect on manîrary cancerous growths, the
fatty degenerated <ells not off ering a suitable soil1 for thçir de.velop-
ment. In Austral.,a the practice of renîoving, the ovaries of cow\,s
is donc in the inw;erests of the calves. Here is recognizod the
fact that, after a certain length of time-the normal %period of
lactation-alloted by Nature for the nourishing of the caif by
the cow, the secretion diminishies. -May we flot deduce from
this the fact tha t her ovarian function is being again restored,
whereby she may again discharge; ova and be capable of another
imipregnation ? Actively functionating ovaries must, then, have
thile effect of inhibiting fatty degeneration in the ceills of the
mammary glands. During the later months of pregnancy rnilk
is formed iii the niammary glands. This procesý is in ail prob-
al)ility acÉive during the whole nine moiîths, but just reaches
perfection at the termination of this period. Then, supposing
that there is a diminution, if not a cessation, of the ovarian
function (f-or now there is no noed of the ovaries discharging


