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be had at the News Dopots.

WONTREAL, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22.

EOCLESIASTICAL OALENDAR.
DECEMBER~ 1865.

Friday, 22 —Exese Day=Fasr. Of the Feria.
Sgnturg;y, 93—Enper Day—Fasr. Of the quia.
Sundoy, Z4—Fourth Sunday in Advent. Yigil of
Ohrisimas.
-3fonday, 25— CarisTaas DAY,
‘Tgpgday, 26 —Bt, Stepben, Protomsriyr.
“Zednesday, 27—~St. Jobo, Ev, Ap.
Tharaday, 28—Holy Inoocents, M. M.

The  Forty Hours” Adoration of the Blessed
Sacramment will commence as follows :—

Saturday, 23 ~ Ooavent, St. Johd's,
Moaday, 25—L'Enfant J esus, Pointe nux Trembles,
W ednesday, 27—5te Melanie,

NEWS OF THE WEEK

We are now ia receipt of the particulars of
-the escape of Mr. Stephens from Richmond
fadl. It was the simplest thing in the world.—
The police, some twenty-five in number, whe
wsed 1o do duty in the prison, were first reduced
ta three ; then keys to open all the doors were
.miade for, or furmshed to, the warden i charge
~az the night of the escape; and with these keys
= Hephen’s cell was opened. Then as precautions
Bad been taken by (be authorties to place no
semtries, aod to oppose no obstacles of any kiod
ta bis escape, he walked quietly out, and is sup-
gazed at once to have gor on board of a French
dugger, and stood over for the coast of France,
" The wext thiog we shall hear of him, will be, we

suppose, when he arrives at New York,

fIow far the authorities aided and conmived at
« the escape is not known, By some a man pamed
.Bycae, who had charge of the wards on the night

i question, is alone accused; by others the
.gaveroor himself is accused ; but the fact of the
wechdeawal of the police, and the other fact that
especial pans had been taken io have no
military guard or sentries round a prison in which
- State prisoners were confined, wauld almost
eem to indicate that persons far higher 1o au-
. tharity than either turnkey or governor, were at
fla bottom of the business; and that the whole
affar, 1he arrest and escape, was got up be-
twirs Stephens and the Irish governmest, in
acder to put Lhe latter in possesston of importang
- Fegian papers and secrets, and to screen the
focmer from the odium and infamy attached to
» “the.character of the mformer. If we reject this
* yppothesis we must adopt another at feast as im-
foabable.  We must credit the goveroment with
.an 2mouat of fatwity and negligence inconceivable
.sod jucredible,

“in (be meanlime the trials of several of the
"Feaian priwsoners on the charge of ¢ treason
fetony” have been gone on with before the
Special Conmission 10 Dablin.  Mr. Luby,
editer of the Irish People was the first arraigned
—zad alter a long and careful trial was found
sgelty and sentenced to 20 years peoal servilude,
_&€er bim Mr. O'Leary was put up, and he also
~aras conveeted and seatenced ‘o twenty years pena|
serviude. Mr. Michael Moore pike maker was
¢he turd @ he also was convicted and sentenced
_ta 10 years penal servitade: and when the last
steamer sailed the trial of O'Halloran another
.alteged conspirator was progressing, It was
thought that after the trial of the last named the
Dublin Court world adjourn till after the Gih
srox. devoting the interim to the trial of the
Cork prisoners. Everythicg was quiet in Ire-
. f20d up to the latest dates. The Channel Fleet
&ad received orders to winter in Ireland, in which
spact of tbe Emprre there are actually about
20,000 regular troops. Al the Fenian prisoners

bave been removed to Kimawhaw jail, as the
_ authoriues of the Richmond juil are suspected of
¢reachery.

The Briish Government is about to mstitute
.laseérchmg inquiry 1oto the causes of the late
. gegro oulrages in ‘Jamaica, and the alleged se-
. gerities of the Colonial government towards the
. snurderers. For this purpose a Commission will
t: He named, to be composed, it is rumored, of Sir
_ Heary Storks Governor of Malta, our old Cana-
. dizd acquaintance Sir E. Head, and.a legal gen-

tieman, name not given. Kverything seems to
_.#adicate the intentlon of the Ministry 1o introduce
i Bl for lowarizﬁg the franchise in Eaglagd.—

The cal'fglje:!ai'sieasp still contioued its ravages and-
was oo. the increase. e

_ Leopold Kug of Belguun is dead, The cat-
tle disease bad broken out 1 Fraace. There 18
pothing pew to report from Rome.

From New York we learn that Mr. Stepheas
is hourly expected, and that. it is hoped that his
presence and influence may restore barmony 1o
the Fenian ranks, now distracted by the dissen-
sions betwixt the Senate aud President, who con-
ticke mutually blackguarding one another, and
quarrelling over the distribution of the plunder
which they bave extorted from their dupes.—
Meantime Mr. O’Mahony 13 in possession of the
main thing—the elegantly furnished mansior, the
wines, the, beer, the precious liquors, and the to-
bacco—to which as the wages of his heroic pa-
triotism lie will no doubt stick to the last mo-
meat.

1t is patural that the Catholic journalist should
note the Reports from time to time published by
the various missionary or swaddling socielies
with which the land is imfested, as to thair pro-
gress in their great work of de-Catholicising the
habitans of Lower Canada. There are a good
many of such societies, and each bas its annual
meeling or tea-party ; at which, after many cups,
and much buttered toast, unctuous men of God,
with well-lined bellies, stand up and recount to
an admiring audicnce what gracious things the
Lord bas been pleased to do for them, since their
last re-umon. We have before us in the columns
of the Montreal Witness the Report of one of
theie meetings that camne off on the evening of
the 12th iust., in the Baptist Church, Beaver
Hall,

Oue would bave thought—o: rather one who
did not know what masoer of men these evange-
lical missionaries are, and what the itch for
notoriety with which they are possessed, would
have thought—that late events in Jamaica, and
the dJisastrous results of tveir evangelical efforts
in the West Indies would bave inspired them, if
not with modesty, at all evenls with a litile pru-
dence ; would have taught them the propriety of
not obtruding themselves too promisently on the
notice of the public ; and might have suggested
to them the necessity of silence and concealment-
Not a bt of it. Our acquaintances are not men
to hide their light under a bushel, and the sound
of thewr own trumpet 1s always pleasant in their
ears, no matter what the tune. DBray a Baptist
missionary i the mortar, and be is a Baptist mis-
sionary sull.

But to come to business. Oa Tuesday even-
ing, as we said, the brothers and sisters met 0
their meeting-house for the purpose of self-lauda-
tion, and after the usval preliminaries of tea,
prayer, praise, relreshments and singing, proceed-
ed to the reading ot the Aunual Report. ThiS
document was of course~-as all these documentS
are—deeply interesting. It disclosed ia 1ts
financial portion, the interesting fact that the
Society was deeply in debt, aod that its anoual
expenditure greatly exceeded its annval income.
Far the last eleven months the total receipts
were $6,000 ; the twelve moath’s expenditure
had amounted to $10,000; under the head of
salaries to missioraries $1,600 were stull owing ;
whilst to supply pressing wants §¢2,400 had beeo
borrowed. Upon Uns head there need pothing
more to be said ; we will at once pass on lo the
spiritual side of the Report.

This too 1s very mteresting ard very sigoifi-
capt. Jt briogs out promwmently the ‘fact that,
under the wnfluences of the DBaptist missionary?
wfidehty 15 spreading amongst the lower orders
and the mere igoorant classes of Freach Caua.
dians. It tells us, in the first place :—

“ Mr, Leflsur's afternoon meeticg was of #reatin-
terest, bis hearers being vather” - {mark woll that
word ruther) =t of the better and more intelligent
class, but many of them were dispoged to fres-thiok-
ing, and their views in this respect had to be com-
batted.”

The functions of a Protestant missionary to
Papists are manifold. He bas to foster * free-
tlinking” and be has to combat ¢ tree-thking ;”
s it is Lo appeal to humao reason at one imo-
meat, ard to reject the testimony of human rea-
scn the pext; 1o invoke the right of priva‘e
judgmeat, and to protest agaicst private judg-
ment ; to deny authorily, and anon to assert au-
thority.  With one aod the same breath he ust
blaw hot and blow cold ; and at the very moment
of his triumph over the Catholic Faith, he must
be prepared to denounce as [alse the very prin-
ciple af ¢ free-thinking” by which alone that
trinmph has been won. It is no marvel there-
fore that the poor man s only balf-successful;
and that after bawving superinduced a state or
condition of ¢ {ree-thiaking” upon his converts,
he is impotent to subdue the latter again to the
desired state of * serl thukiog,” or, in other
words, of beliel upon autbority., This portion of
the Rev. M. Lalteuc’s Report is, we adunt, very
wleresting, for 1t shows that freedom of thought
or * {ree-thinking™ is as incompatible with what
the Baptists term Christianity, as it is wilh
Popery, since they fnd themselves bound to
combat i1t when it displays itself amongst their
converts,

Here again is another passage from an address
or speech delivered by the same M. Lafleur alter

‘lieve in the Churck of Rome.

be bad tead bis Report, in whick the chiel and.

most brlliant result of evaugelical missions
amongst French Papists 1s adiwely and apparently
tbankfully recorded :— _ : -

¢ Thero wag & wide-spread spirit of doubt amongst
theif Fronch Oacadian Roman, Catholio brethren,
and tany bad eaid to him privately, we do not be-.
The speaker then
spoke with much feeling and elaquence on the en-
couragement which bu felt in view of bringing a soul
to God,” &c , &c., &c. ,

The Rev. M. Laflecur may have exaggerated
the numbers of those m whom his teachings, and
those of his fellow-laborers in the vineyard, have
wrought a state of doubt; but he has correctly
stated the only result that those teachmgs can
possibly have amongst a Roman Catholic popula-
tion—(bat is to say, doubt and unbehef. It is
wtellectually impossible that a ¢ converted”
Papist should be any think but a sceptic, and an
ifidel ; as umpossible in the moral order, a8 1
the material order it would be impossible for a
man to cast himself from the top of a sheer pre-
cipice, and only to fall half way. The majority,
or at all events a very large number, of such
converts are merely hypocrites, who, for the
sake of some worldly advantage, mn the prospect
of improving their material condition, profess a
change which in their hearts they do not feel;
nay, which relying upon a death-bed repentance
at least, they, 1o their inmost hearts, firmly pro-
wisé themselves to ahjure, when 1t shall no longer
be of any service to them. The remainder are,
and by a law of thei rintellectuai being, must be,
scepties or infidels ; because any argument ad-
dressed to the intellect which suffices to prove
that the body kaown in listory as the Roman
Catholic Church, is, or ever has been in, or can
possibly fall into, error upon questions of faith or
morals, proves also as conclusively that the Per-
son known in history as Christ was, if no: a liar
and an impostor, at all events a mere hair-brained
eathuosiast, destitute of all divine mission nr au-
taority. '

In fact, it is rarely through the efficacy of ar-
guments addressed to the intellect that rgen
abandon their faith in the IToly Catholic Church,
but of arguments addressed to the will. Our
passions, our lusts, our bellies, our lower or
animal nature all plead incessantly and vigorously
against Romanism, 1ts doctrines and its practices ;
and only by the aid of the supernatural, only
with the co-operation ol divine grace can we re-
fute their Jogic, and resist their entreaties. Lioss
of fatth s generally preceded by a corruption of
morals ; and it is because men first wish that the
doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church may be
untrue, that they in time persuvade themselves of
therr falsity—1or 1n this matter men are easily
deceived or persuaded to their own perdition.

We will not ot course deny that to a Catholic
of the most exemplary and irreproachable morals,
doubts or rather defficulties upon religious matters
may at times snggest themselves; but this we
assert without fear of contradiction, that if
ever such doubts or dificuluies do suggest them-
selves, they are never in connection with any of
what are termed the characteristic or peculiar
doctrices of Romaeism, 2.e., of those doctrines
which distingwish tt, materially, from all Protest.
anl sects; but solely in coonection with those
heliefs or dogmas which al} Protestants, who have
not yet subsided into sheer infidelity, assert as
fundamental, as truths, or dogmas, in short,
which are iuseparable from aey conceivable sys-
tem of revealed or supernatural religion. The
Romwish doctrine of purgatory 1s certainly not
more dilicalt of lntellectual acceptance than is
the doctrine of the eternal puoishment ot the
wicked in hell, or even the modified form of that
same beliel as beld by Universalists. The doc-
trine of the Trinity and of the Real Presence
are both equally above ressen ; but as peither is
contrary lo reason, so the Cuthohe fiads no
greater difficulty in accepting one than in accept-
ing the other. To short his entire system rests
upon. oee and the same feundation—to wit, the
whalitble aethority of the Church, as the sole
means by Christ Himself appointed for making
kaowau Lo all men, througheut all ages, evea unto
the end of the world, the saving truths which
came down from heaven to teach. This 1s the
basis of the Catholic fawb., No other has it to
rest upon. Knock away or shake this basie, and
the whole superstructure comes toppling down, &
heap of ruins; but so loag as 1t remains firm,
though the winds may rage, and the floods may
dash against this angle or that angle, (he edifice
remains secure, ‘aad bids defiance to the storms
of doubt.

Butif at any moment such doubts should pre-
sent themselves, should seem to make any iwmpres-
sion oa the Catholic’s miud, it would be found
that the powt assaled was invariably the au.
thority and the inspicatioa of the B:ble. Indeed
of all the doctrines of the Church, that which as-
serts that book to be the Word of God is, te
buman reason, by far the most difficult of accept-
auce ; acd only by a child-hike submission of his
reason to faith can any mao so accept 1t; only
upon the full assurance that the Charch so pro-
pounding it to him, 1s indeed that body with which
Cbrist Himself promised to be ever present, all
days even unto the end of lhe world, and there-
fore infallible. To aceept the Bible as the Ward
of God is the greatest subjeclion of reason to faith
that the Catholic can ever be called upon to make ;

and:if he-can submit bimself on this ‘point to the’

culty, moral-or 1atellectual, in yielding his un-
qualified assént to aught else that she may pro-
pound to him. - Now Protestant missionaries to
Papists never take these things into account.—
They proceed upon the ridiculous assumption that
the belef of the Catholic in the Bible as the
Word of God, rests upon grounds independent of
the Church ; forgetting, and wilfully ignoriag the
fact that even amongst the great majority of the
intellectual and educated classes of Protestantism,
amongst the most earnest, the most spiritually
minded of our separated brethren, the belel 1n the
Bible as the Word of God, and as authoritative
wheiher in the historical, the moral, or the super-
natural order, has been openly and deliberately re-
jected ; because, as they affirm, the Bible con-
tradicts history, chbronelogy, thewr reason, the
evidence of their senses, and their moral inlu1-
tions. Indeed amongst Protestants, so far from
the Bible being the basis of thewr religion, it is
now a burden on their religion ; 1t is the weak
point of their religion ; the weak point 1 fact of
Christianity which 1s not based upon that Catho-
lic and mfallible Church, but for whose authority
moving bim thereunto, the great St. Augustin
tells us that he would not have believed the
Seripiure.

The morent therefore that a Catholic doubts
of the infallible teachngs of s Church on any
one pomt, he abandons the only reason he has, or
that any man can bave, for aceepting the book
called vulgarly the Bible, as the word of Gad, or
as of autbority w the supernatural order. Blany
of 1ts moral precepts will command his respect
because of their intrinsic excellence ; its history
will be to himas any other history, or record of
eveuls long past, matter of legitimate criticism ;
its cosmogony he will probably pass cver with
a pitymg smile, as the crude production of an
1iguorant age, endeavoring to accouat for pheno-
mepa which it bad but very superficially ob-
served : but for its miracles and 1ls supernatural-
ism, he will feet gs little respect as he does for
the stores which, as a boy at school, he used to
read in bis Orid’s Metamorphoses, or his Homare
In the language of the Protestant writers of
Essays and Reviews, promnent dignitaries of
the Church of Xagland, these things will, to hims
have passed from the order of credenda into
that of were legenda ; the wtellectual provender,
not of grown wen, but of silly old women and
children of tender years,incapable of discrimina-
tion, and uvaversed ia the laws of nature.

Doubt, scepticism, acd then rejection of alj
supernaturalism, that is of all revelation ab eztra,
are, and must be, the lot of all those who, having
once been Catholics, and therefore accustomed
to a reasopable and logical system of religion,
like M. Lafleur’s converts, “uno longer believe
in the Roman Catbolic Cburch,” That this
must be so, can be establshed @ priors ; that
such is actually the case, the progress ol Pro-
testantism tn France, Spain, Italy, and Lower
Cuanada — as evidenced by the ackoowledged
“ {ree-thinking” ‘and # wide-spread spirit of doubt?
admitted by the missionaries themselves—fully

proves.

Tue UrsvrLize CoNVENT, COLUMBIA.,—

| We have read and heard much of the sufferings

of the brave Suvutherners, of thewr losses, and of
the barbardies of the Federal troops on therwr
famous march under the orders of General Sher-
maa, These suffericgs, losses, and barbarities
bave not been exaggerated even in so far as the
{1ty of the Southern States are cooceined. Bat
kow about the Church, and the treatment which
her property and her Relizicus have met with
from the bauds of the conquerors !

Let us take the case of the Ursulines of
Colunbia, as one amongst many in which Ca-
tholic churches aud convents have been pillaged,
and razad to the ground by the Vankee soldiery,
and the bireling cut-throats serving in their
ranks, These L8dies, who thuok God are no
strangers in Canada, but whose services in the
cause of educatien, morality and religion can never
be too highly appreciated, bad a Convent in
lumbia 1w wiich they received, boarded, and
educated a large bumber of pupils. Oa the
uight of the 17th of February {ast, this
Coovent was burat to the ground by Gegeral
Sherman’s troops. The Nuns escaped with their
puptls” indeed, but everything they possessed in
the world was destroyed. On the horrors of
that aight passed by the poor Nuns and thew
trembling charges in an adjacent burying ground,
where surrounded by a brutal soldiery they were
exposed for long hours to incessant insults and
abuse we need not dwell ; but we would eall the
attention 'of our readers to the fact that an ap-
peal kas been made to the sympathies of the
Catholic public in behal{ of the destitute Nuns;
and that a gentleman from the United States
highly recommeaded by his own immediate
ecclesiasticdl superiors, and by His Lordship the
Bishop of Kingston is now m Canada, seeking
coatnbutions for the destitute Ursulines, Mr.
Jones, the gentleman in questien is ‘at present at
Quebec, and intends shortly to visit -the Diocess

of Kingston, to the generous Catholics of which

Church’s teaching, he can never fiad any diffi-{

Diocess' we -beg leave respectfully to'recommend

bim,
" We éu‘bjo'in a _!etler from the Mothe; Supe-
rior of the destitute Ursulinés of Columbia, giy-
10g an accouat of the sad calamity :—

ot

A M. D, G

Urauline Convent, Valle Orucis, Onlumbia,
Peast of St, Ursuls, 1865,

Rev. Mother end Dear Sister in Obrist—It is with
almost a holy envy that I address one who 18 in the en.
joyment of her convent and its ineatimable privileges,
gince we have lost oura, I trust however that your
esteemed community may never exgerience what we
have undergone since the general canflsgration of thig
city, Feb, 17th, by the army uuder General Shernan,
at which time our convent being situated in the centze
of the Qity was consnaed, with all its contents—tar.
niture, inatraments, musie, books, apparatus, clothing,
provisions, &c. Wae barely escaped with our lives,
and thoss of our numerous pupils, each carrying a
changs of clothing. We had deceived ourselves, re.
Iying upon the promises Gf proteclion given ua by
thoge from whom we could expect it, even by General
Sherman himeelf; aod iustead of investing our sur.
plus funds in gold, which would have been portable
in an emergency, we laid 1 large qyuantities of pro.
visioa with our Uonfederate monoey or held it in bonds,
These latter are now useless, and ths extensive well-
filied Store room was consumed, together with all the
rest we had accumnula’ed in our convent, siace its frst
eatablishmwent in the South, Qune sble business man
writes toma. *I fiod upon calealation that out of g
fortuns of $150,000 you simply have loft, a lot and a
pila of rubbish.”

Un thas ternfic night our Sisters and pupile wers
obliged to leave vur convent abont midright, and ssek
refluge in the churchyard among the graves—God be
proiged in all things. We have greatneed of courage
nod resigoation to His holy will, and His inscrutable
judgments. Qur pupile are neceaearily Gcattered, our
means of support withdrawa with them, and the com-
mosest nec:asaries of life ere wanting to our com-
mumty, Ons of onr young Siaterz succumbed in thig
trying crdes], and died July 22ad of consumption
induced by privations and exposure cousequent oa the
burning of our convent—indeed I muy say she died of
ewrvation, Another the gem of our young choristers,
the gified and lavable Sister Gertrude fell a wiclim
Sept. 20. R.IP. Tgrea'ly apprehend the same for
others, unless by charitable aid our situation can be
alleviatel.

After the destruction of our convent, our Sisters
with a rempant of our pupils took refuge in the third
nod fourth storiea of a baildiog Methodist Female
Oollege already occupied by about thirty families
nearly 88 destitute as ourselves. There we wers
crowded together withoat yard-room, comforts or
conveniences, and after living in this condition nearly
six mopths, all the occapants of the building —we
amongst the nomber, were notifid to leave before the
1st of September, as it had been ranted for a hote].
We looked in vain among the ruins of Columbia for a
houss to shelter us. For the houses in the suburbs of
the City surh prices were demanded, and sach our
poverly that we could not venturs to involve our-
selves in debt— for the payment of which the future
offers po prospeot. Much to our regret we were
obliged to leave QOclumbia—and take posseesion of

Valle Crucis a small property belonging to the Chureh
which we can occupy rent free. But Valle Crucis is
three miles from town; we can have here no day
8chool ; we are removed from priest, physician, market
and are obliged to depend upon charitable contribu-
tions for our daily eupport—what a trial! and how
opposed to our love for the duties of onr Institution.
We ara exceedingly anxzious to resume cur labors and
re establish our convent; and you will readily per-
ceive dear and reverend Mother, how great an act of
charity you will bestow in aiding us. We aizo beg
the prayers of yourcelf ard Sisters in our behslf.—
Believe me Dear and Reversnd Mather in the Sacred
Hearts of J. M. J. youra aflectionately,
Tes MoTEER SUPERIOR,
Per order Secretary,

Tue JuBiLee.—With this week the season
for the Jubilee in the City of Montreal comes to
a close, Since its commencement on the 26th
ult., the churches have been crowded morning
and evening ; and the Clergy, though numerous,
and assisted for the Linglish speaking portion of
the community by the Reverend Redemptorist
Fathers, could bardly suilice, i spite of their un-
remitting exertions, for the labors of the Confes-
sional—so great have been the multitudes seeking
to profit by this season of grace.

At the Parish, the Jesmts’, and other churches
the exercises were, for the most part, conducted
by the Clergy regularly attached to them. At
the St. Patrick’s Church the Redemptorist Fa~ .
thers bave been preaching three times a-day, and
confessing morning, aoon, and night with the
most happy results. To these zealous, never-
tiring servants of God the Irish congregation are
under deep obligatoas.

At the Cathedral, the Rev. M. Lafleche, G.V,
of Three Rivers, delivered the sermons of the
evening exercises, addressed wmore particularly to
the male portion of the congregation. It 1s
needless for us to dwell upon the eloquence, the
fervor, and beauly of these instructions, because,
not for any of these qualities, though 1 a high
degree they possessed them all, were they the
most remarkable. The reverend preacher is an
eloquent and fervid orator no doubt, a man of
profound science, and of delicate mental culture 3
but he s someth:ng more, something highers
something infinitely better and more precious.—
e is the zealous, and, we believe, the approved
servant of God ; and in the might of his Masters
has been the instrument ot conversion, of bless-
ing, and uf salvation, we trust, to thousaads dur,
g his sojourn amongst us. God grant that bi
faithfol instructions may strike deep root, and
bring forts fruit abundantly in the bearts of his
hearers.

Reciorors CoLLege.— We understand that
this nuble iustitution, whose value to the Ca-
tholics of Central Canada caunot be exaggerated
has now got as its Director the Reverend Mr.
Stefford, Pastor of Wolfe Island. The College
18 of course always under the especial patronage
of His Liordship the Bishop of the Diocess, and
with its gew Director will ‘we are’ sure continue
to hold the high rank- 1hat. under its former

. mana;ement 1t bad obtained;



