
bis attention to gigantic military move
mente and the opening out of strnggles
with the other nations, might look to the
internal government of his own land and
atrive to put into practice-for the benefi
of Rusiai, the Russians and the Czar-
the lessons that he learned when abroad
amongst thu'peoples of the earth. I
doas not abslùtely follow that because
the present CzLr bas been inclined to a
policy of peace that bis successoi shoulk
necessarily be warlike. In fact we fai
to see how those numerous cor
respondenta of the great daily press of
England and America can forin any just
estimate of the Czarwicb's intentions or
probable course. Still it Ila evident that
France-so recently clinging around the
neck of the Northern Bear and striving
to keep the -monster from using bis
paws-looks on with some anxiety and
antiripate. notbing good in the expected
deatb of the Czar.
- We are under the serions impression
that ne matter what dispositioned mon-
arch rules in Russia, the day is not dis-
tant when that land will be swept by a
political hurricane far more terrific than
the storm which recently ploughed up
the Ses of Asov.

THE INQUISITION.

We have been writting about Galileo
and St. Bartholomew, and we think that
in thea short space at our disposal we have
most clearly shown that the accusations
brought against the Catholic Churcb, in
both cases, are entirely unfounded in
fact. This week we will take up, in as
few words as possible, that other "big
gun" that is constantly turned against
the Church of Rome-the Inquisition.
In the first place we purpose dealing
with the subject exactly as we did with
the other two. We do not pretend for a
moment to excuse individual Catholics
for any wrongs they have done, no mat-
ter by what circumstances they were
surrounded. While circumetances may
often seem an excuse to deeds that migbt
not be justifiable, still we are not plead-
ing the cause of persons. If Catholics
have ever committed wrongs, they are
not to be excused on the ground that
they belong to a certain Church ; but the
Church is not to be held responsible for
ther, simply because they happen to
claim communion with ber. We do not
mean by thia that we have any special
accusations to lodge againat members of
our Church-far from it ; we simply
wih to again emphasise the difference
between the practice of individuals and
the precepts of the Church.

In order to get to the bottom of this
vexed question of the Inquisition, we
must firstly find ont what was the object
of that institution. History shows most
clearly that it was founded by a Spanish
King for a certain purpose. What was
that purpose ? It was two-fold ; to reait
the treason of Judaism and Islamism,
and to oppose the immoralities of the
Manicheans or Albigenses. We know
that thesocial order of the Spanish King-
dom was endangered considerably by the
combined efforts of Judaism and Islam-
isn; while the AlbigensesorManicheans
did all in their power to corrupt and de-
grade the morals of the people. Some
of their teachings were the assertion
that Christ was an evil being, that mar-
riage was a sin and that the begetting
of children was contrary to the law of
nature. Itis easy to foresee what results
would follow if such doctrines were al.-
lowed to grow.

Itis noterions thatthese peoplelostno
opportunity of murdering-publicly and
privately-the clergy, and of destroying
Chunrch property ou ail aides. Moshaeim
sys : " Their shocking violation of

devency> was e cousaeunce cf their pes
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tribunal over said to a la.w-breaker,

nicious system; they looked upon de.I cency and modesty as marks ofinward
B corruption." The Council of Lateran,
1 1179, affirmed: " They respect neither
L the Ohurch nor the monasteries; they
* spare neither orpbans, age or sex."

Nearly every power in Europe sent an
t envoy to the Council to aid in securing
3 the obliteration of that sect--not on
, account of any heresy it taugbt, but on

account of the immoral practices it
. created. The action of the Council in

condemning them was considered on all
aides as a measure for the safety of the
public. The Church was not alone in
this; all Europe combined te stamp out
the abominable preacbers of the mont
unholy of doctrines. If this eau be
called '<religions persecution," then it
was well for the world, at that time, that
it waeinaugurated. But it was far from
being a religions persecution; it was a
moral purification.

Taking the Inquisition in Spain-
when it is generally supposed to bave
been the most powerful and cruel-it was
not an entirely ecclesiastical institution;
nor did it punish or condemn people for
their opinions. It was a royal tribunal.
There were thirteen laymen and two
clergymen on the board of the Inquisi-
tion. And the records show that the two
representatives of the ecclesiastical sec-
tion were always in favor of a greater
rnercy. As an evidence that the teach-
ings as well s practice of the Church
are antagonistic to persecution, or to
bloodshed, we bave the powerful fact,
staring us for centuries in the face, that
the Church will not admit any man to
the priesthood who has in any way been
connected with the death of a fellow-
being. A person who has participated
in the execution of a sentence of death,
as judge, as executioner, or as assistant
in any form, cannot be ordained by the
Church. And when the Jews were
persecuted in almost. every land
and driven from almost everyt
city in Europe, it was only8
in Rome that they feùnd refuge and pro-1
tection. The truth is that the Inquisi-1
tion waa actually a gigantic political
engine, used by the state, in days when a
species of barbarism was abroad in the
world, when undercurrents of treaseon
were rendering treacherous the atreamis
of nationality, and when men in powert
trembled for their aafety, to protect iteelft
against the dangers that sprang up in all
directions. Very naturally, when such
secte as the Albigenses came upon theE
the scene, the Church was interested-i
for the sake of public morals-to aid ina
checking them, and the State was onlyq
too glad to associate, with its officers,8
members of the ecclesiastical branchP
who could aid by their advice in thei
carrying on of the work for which the1
tribunal was created. And if, at times,(
the judgments were what to our modernC
eyes appears aevere, it was invai-ably
found that the ecclesiastical members of
the court were against the severity.
Guizot said: " L'Inquisition fut, d'abord,
plus politique que religieuse; et destine
a maintenir Pordre, plutot qu' a defendre
la foi."

One of the principal accusations is J
based upon the fact that Jews were
punished by the tribunal. The author-w
Mr. Marshall-from whose synopsis of s
these questions we bave quoted, says: p
' Accordingly the Inquisition only pun- w
ished thosae relapsed Jews who persisted t
in trying to corrupt Christians ; nor did t
it punish them at al, if they would re- t
pent; it even allowed them to leave J
Spain, though it did not suffer them to ,
remain in Spain except on the assurance i
that they would be barmless. What t
other tribunal in the world ever dalit se c
loniently with rabals ? What othor c

" you cen do penance if you will, you
eau frequent the sacraments, you can
hf ar Mass ; and if you do so, you shall be
allowed to go scot free; but should you
persist in your intention of breaking the
law yon shall either be banished or im-
prisoned V" The Count de Maistre con-
sidered the Inquisition " the moet lenient
tribunal in Europe." Montalembert said
that " its compassion and forgiveness
were always pushed to the farthest
possible point." Mtrsball says again:
" We sbould insist then, that neither
in objeet nor bu proces., neither
in spirit nor in act, neither in its
beginning nor in its ultimate develop-
ment, did the Inquisition-so far as
Catholia authority was concerned-
sanction religious persecution. And to-
wards the end of its history, when the
Popes ascertained that there was a
danger of its original purpose being
abused, they requested that it should
cease altogether."

There are several other points from
which we would like to treat this ques-
tion, and which we shall take up in fu-
ture articles. For this week, however,
we must confine ourselves to the general
statements above written. Therefore
we repeat that the Inquisition was
originally, and ever principally, a politi-
cal institution. But it gave a very good
pretext to the enemies of Catholicity to
use its judgments as arguments against
the Church. And as far as the ecclesi-
astical connection with the tribunal is con-
cerned, cannot we say: since the Church
is the sole depository and interpreter of
revealed divine truth on earth, ought she
not use every legitimate means to pre-
vent the propagation of error? Yet the
Inquisition never sought to force a pro-
fession of Christianity on infidels or Jews;1
in order that heresy sbould be punish-
able, il was necessary that a sufficiently
instructed Christian should persevere in
error, and manifest i action bis opposi-
tion to the authority of the Church. To
show that the crimes punished by the
Inquisition were conaidered as civil and
not religious, we will quote from the
"Msestruzza"-a aummary on the Sacra-
ments and Commandments, written in
1338 for the use of the inquisitors, by
the Dominican Bartholomew de San
Concordio. With this we will close for
this week. It rum thus: "According to
t'he civil law, soetbsayers and witches
should be burned ; but, according to the
Church, they should be deprived of Com-j
munion, if their crime be notorious ; if
it is secret, they should receive a pen-
ance of forty days. (C. 42.) The in-
quisitors cannot interfere with sooth-
sayers and sorcerers, unless heresy la
plainly to be feared. Those who relapse
into heresy after having abjured it,
should be delivered to the secular power,
(0. 91)." The inquisitor had ouly to de-
clare the person a heretic and separated
from the Church; from that moment the
state took him lu band.

THEOBALU MATHEW. c

This is the 104th anniversary of the
famous Irish apostle of temperance, the
Rev. Theobald Mathew. In the course
of bis life that wonderful prieet, patriot
and reformer, administered the total ab-
stinence pledge to over five millions of i
people. Perhaps in the annals of the
world no greater reformer ever arose
than Father-Mathew. When the Chris
ian faith was perseauted in the East and
he temb of Christ was under tia beel of
Mahomatanism, it became necessary to
swaken Christendom to a sense of the
nsulte hurled against the Redeemer and <
he degradation to which the members o
of tire Churcbh bu the fer Orient more ne-
Iuced, G3od et once. stlrred up a man inu
bhe land, and lter the Hermit went e

& L
forth,and with potentvoice made Europe
ring with the dangers that menaced
Christianity.

The result was the mighty crusades
tat have caused so many brilliant his-
toric pages to be written, and which
proved to the world the power of faith.
It was even so, when the infidel and de-
structive influence of alcohol swept over
the Iand, took possession of the race of
men, and succeeded bu wreoching Chris-
tians from the tomb of the Savior in
whom they alone found salvation, that
the same Almighty Power was exercised,
and that His Eternal arm was etretched
forth to save humanity.

As of old He raised up Moses to guide
the erring Isrealitea through the Desert
of Sm; as he raised up Peter the Her-
mit to s ir into life the latent Christian
energies of monarch and peasant; so
did He raise up Theobald Mathew to
carry abroad the banner of temperance
and to crush forever the hydra of drink
that was poisoning the aspirations of
youth and the hopes of age.

What a magnificent apostle was Father
Mathew. Alone; with hie cross in one
band and his pledge badge in the other,
he went forth into the byways and high-
ways of the land and checked the demon
at its every step, and inculcated those
grand, God.inspired, lofty principles of
teiperance that serve to make man a
buman being, breathing the spirit of Gad,
his Creator, and not a mare creature re-
duced to the degradation of the brutes.
Irrespective of creed, the name of Father
Mathew shall go thundering down the
vestibule of time. Of all the great re-
formers, certainly he was one of the
rnightiest, and God blessed his work and
will eternally bles all who aid bu its con-
tinuation and propagation! In our next
issue we will speak more fully on thi.
subject. But this being the anniversary
we cannot allow it to pas without saying
at least a word in honor of the noble
Catholic Irish advocate and apostle of
te perance.

FÂTHER DENIs MURrHY, S.J., whose
name bas long been connected 'with imi
portant work in the field of Irish ahstury,
bas issued a little volume that will cer-
tainly be most instructive and useful.
IL i a sketch of Irish history from the
year 2680, before Christ, down to the
year 1893 of our era. The volume is
small, but most complote. It is in the
form of short paragraphe, each one upon
a special topic. It is a chronicle of
events, without comment, criticisi, or
bis.. It will aurely be acceptable
amongst al those readere who have pre-
conceived prejudices regarding Ireland
and ber history. We trust that tbil
careful compendium will receive strong
encouragement, a bearty welcome and a
deserved success.

EVEN inFrance, infidel as the coun-
try's government is to-day, there are at
times some glowing examples of credit
done to those heroic workera in the field
of existence-the nuns of the Catholic
Church. At Pau, .recently, the funeral
honora paid to the deceased Sister
Eufrasia, Superioress of the Sisters of
Charity, in that city, gave evidence of
the respect and affection in which the
lustrious religious was held by the peo-
ple. A company of infantry, with flag
and band, rendered military honora-for
Sister Eufrasia belonged to the Order of
he Legion of Honor. Badges of mourn-
ng were worn by the most eminent civil
and military authorities and the Maycr
of Pau pronounced a glowing funerat
ovation. It was a scene wortby the Ages
of Faith.

The creation of a Lagatien o! tira Ar.
gentine Ropublie Le thea Holy .See il
afflrmedi g8b mmediately expeqted.


