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THE SUCCESS OF IVANHOE i his youth. Their situation had naturaity made a-steong’ MEMORY.

If literary success could have either filled Scotts head
or hardened his heart, we should have no such letters as
those of December, 1819, Ivanboe was received through-
out England with a more clamorous delight than any of the
Scotckh novels he? been. The volumes (three in number)
were now, for the first time, of the post 8vo. form, with a

" finer paper than hitherto, the press-work much wnore cle-
gant, and the price acco.dingly ruised from eight shillings
the volume to ten ; yet the copies sold in this original shape
were twelve thousand. '

" I ought to have mentioned sooner, that the original in-
tention was to bring out Ivanhoe as the production of u new
hand, and that, to assist this impression, the work was
printed in a size and maoner unlike the preceding ones
Lut Coustable, when the day of publication approached,
remonstrated agaicst this experiment, and it was accord-
ingly abandoned.

* The reader has already been told that Scott dictated the
greater part of this romance. The portion of MS. which
574_ his own appears, however, not only asell and firmly
execated as that ofany of the Tales of My Landlord, but

~ distinguished by having still fewer erasures and interiinea-
fgg@;‘hnd also by being in a smaller hand.  The fragment
is beautiful to look at—many pages together without oue

" alteration. Tt is, I suppose, superfluous to add, that in no
instance did Scott re-write his prose before sending it to
the press. Whatever may have been the case with his

_ poetry, the world uniformly received the prima cure, of
the sovelist. |

" Asa work of aft, Ivouhoe is perhaps the first of all
Scott's efforts, whether in prose or in verse ; nor have the
strength and splendour of his imagination been displayed
to Ligher #dvantage than in some of the scenes of this ro-
mance. But I believe that no reader who is capable of
‘thoroughly comprehending the author’s Scotch characters
and Scotch dialogne will ever place even Ivanhoe, os a
work of genius, on the same level with Waverley or the
Heart of Mid-Lothian. '

* There is, to me, something so remarkably characteris-
tic of “Scott’s mind ard manner in a parficular passage of
the Intréduction, which he penned ten years afterwards
for this work, that [ must be pardoned for estracting it

impression ; for in those days they retained theirown
dress and manners entirc, and were treated with consi-|
derable austerity by their Christian neighbours, being still
locked up at night in their own quarter by great gates ;
and ifr. Skene, partly in seriousness, but partly from the
mere wish to turn his mind at the moment upun some-
thingthat might occupy aud Civert it,suggested that a group
of Jews would be an interestiig feature if ho could con-
trive 16 briug them into his next novel.” Upon the ap-
pearance of Ivanhoe, he reminded Mr. Skene of this con-
versation, and said, ** You will find this book owes nol a
little to your German reminiscences.””  Mr. Skene adds
« Diming with us one day, not long befure Ivanhoe was
begun, something that was mentioned led him to describe
the sudden death of an advocate of his acquaintance, & Mr
Elphiastone, which occurred in the Outer-house soon after
he was called to the bar. It was, he said, no wonder,
that he had left a vivid impression on his mind, for it was
the first sudden death he ever witnessed ; and he now re-
lated it so as to make us all fee! as if we had the scene
passing before our eyes.  Inthe death of the Templar in
Ivanhoe, 1 recognised the very picture—I believe 1 may
safely say the very words.”'*

By the way, before Ivanhoe made its appearance, I had
myself been formally admitted to the author’s secret ;
but had he faveured me with no such confidence, it would
have been impossible for me to doubt that | had been pre-
sent some months before at the conversation which sug-
gested, and indeed supplied all the materials of, oneof its
most amusing chapters. 1 allude to that in which our
Saxon terms foranimals in the ficld, and our Norman equi-
valents for them as they appear on the table, and so on,
are explaired and commented on. All this Scett owed
ito the after-dinner talk one day in Castle-street, of his old
'friend Mr. Wiiliam Clerk, who, among other elegant por-
'suits, has cultivated the science of philolegy very deeply.

1 cannot conclude this chapter without observing
that the publication of Ivanhoe marks the most brilliant
epoch in Scott’s history as the literary favoarite of his con-
temporaries. With the novel which bhe next put forth,
the immedinte sale of these works began gradually to de-
cline ; and though even when that had reached its lowest

DY MRS CILAWFORD.

Al Y what'is life 1 aTitde bloom ;
Sweet looks and converse sweet beguile
Anon, the winding sheet awd tomb
Are all that’s keft of bloom and swile.
About my heart green mem'rics throng,
Of joys that whilow taeried there
Poor heart ! thou could’st not keep them long,
As ©* winged drenms’ they winged weve.

As one who, when the sun goes duwn,
Still lingers on the rosy west,
Shaping the shady clonds, tocrown
Some vision on the droamer’s breast :
So I, in mem’ry*s sunset sky,
Do shape and fashion things as biight ;
And build me bawers, that see o lie
Beyond the reach of woa aud night.

Metropolitan for October.

THOUGHTS ON COMMONPLACE SUBJECTS.

SOIREES.

We are iriends to soirces. Thero are a prodigivus im.
provement upon public dinners, though not as yet capeble
of superseding these assembinges. Perhaps this sheet
goes irto the hands of thousands of people in England
who do not rightly comprebend what we mean by soirees
Soiree (pronounced swarrey) is a French word signifying
evening party. Social evening inoetings among private
persons havo boen for a number of years known in this
couutry by this suitahle foreign appeliation, but lately the
term has been applied to assemblages of a large or public
nature, in whicha desire for rational amasement, the
acquisition of some kind of interesting intelligence, or the
inculcation and exchange of moral seatimunt, have form-
ed the ubject of meeting. We do rot know how far these
public soirces have comio into fashion in the large English
tosvns, but we know thz! for the last year or two they
Lave been pretty frequent, and become exceedingly po-
palar, in the principal townsin Scotland. The credt of
originating them, and  bringing them into genersl ap-

preciation, rests, we believe, in a great mcasuvre with

© here. He says :—< The character of the fuir Jewess found ; declension, it was still far ahove the most ambitions . ) , ' :
' the Scottish dissenters, who are gcucral!y dizposed to en-

so much favour in the eyes of some fair readers, that the
writer was censured, because, shen arranging the futes
nf the characters of the drama, he bad not assigned the
hand of Wilfred to Rebecca, rather than the less interest-
ing Rowena. But not to mention that the prejudices of the
"age rendered such an union almost impossible, the aathor
may, in passing, observe, that he thinks a character of a
" "higbly virtuous and lofty stamp, is degraded rather
than exalted by an attewpt to reward virtue with
Such is not the rerompense
bich Provi ) has deemed worthy of suffering
merit; and 6%, a dangerous and’ faial doctrine to
ﬁfgns, t.he most common readers of ro-
L e Erecisude of conduct and of principle are either
-ngt’urallj ”a‘llied"with', or adequately rewarded by, the gra-
“ sificatitn of onr passions; or aftainment of our wishes. In
" aword, if a virtuous and self-denied character is dismissed
with tempéljal'wéa!th, greatness, rank, or the indulgence
..of such arashly formed or iii assorted passion as that of
" Rébecca forTvanhoe, the reader wiltbe aptto say, verily
Virtue has had its reward. But a glance on the great pic-
ture of lifé will show that the duties of self-deuial, and the

ulso as widely as Waverley or Ivanhoe.

dreams of any other noveiist, yet the publishers were'!
afruid the announcement of any thing like a falling- |
off might cast a demp ov'~ the spirits of the an-
thor. Ile was allowed to remain, for several years,
under the impression that whatever novzl he threw off
commanded st once the old trinmphant sale of ten or
twelve thousand, and was afterwards, when inc'uded in
be collective edition, to be circulated in that shape
In my opinion,
it would have been very unwise ia the book-sellers to
give Scott any unfavourutle tidings wpon such subje€ts
afier the commencement of the matady which proved fatal
1o him, for that from the first shdok his mind ; but | think
they took a false measure of the man when they hesitated
to tell him exactly how the matter stood, throughout 1820
and the three or four following years, when his intellect
was as vigorous as it ever had been, and his heart as cou-
rageoné; and I regret their scruples (among other reasons),
because the years now mentioned were the most costly
ones in' bis life ; aud for every twelvemooths in which any
maun allows himself, or is encoursged by others, to proceed
in a coursc of unwise expenditare, it becomes proportion-

sapriﬁéedf Ppassion to principle, areseldom thuz remune-
rated ; and that the internal consciousness of their “high-
‘x!ii‘n'de'd'dischhfgé of daty, produces ‘on their own reflec-
ticus “a'more ‘adequate recompense, in the form of that
_, peace which the wggli}"dhnot'give or take away.”’
The introduction of the charming Jewess and her father
originated, I find, in 2 couversation that Ecott held with
! hikfriend Skene during the severest sexson of his bodily

_ suffegings in the' early part of -this year.. **Mr. Skeno,”
-saya¢hat.gentleman’s wife, *sitting by his bedside, and.

tryingto smwserhim as well as ke could in the intervals of

L

pain, happened 1o get on the subject of the Jéws; s, he

ably. more difficult, na well as painfal for himto pull up,

when " the mistake is at length detécted or .recognised.—

Lockhart's Life of Sir Walter Scott. '
' Bee Warerley Novels, vol. xvii p. 879.

_ Wong';f ¥.---To a young man whosc feelings are fresh and yet
uoblasted by worldly experience, there is a charm evep in the
mwost unimpassioned intercourse with the other sex—Woman!
To him liow vast a charm is comprised in the parrow compass |
of 2 word. "Ta this single gbatraction, unconnected- it may be
with any iudividualveality, are united all his ‘priest’ dreams of

appiness, all hix brightest. eonceptions of- ey beauty—

‘bud observed them when he spent some time' in Germany

cournge the great object of moru! improvement which the
tempernnce societies have in vicw—at leust, they bave
come prominently forward on all oceasions to promote the
cavse of abstinence from intoxicating fluids. Soirees are,
in our opinion, the very kind of thing which i al
culated 1o extirpate drunkenness; for in taking away one.
kind of gratification-—the buse gratification of drinking—
which is of an innocentand improv-

they give another, !
Lie a‘mql;

ing quality; and this is an important point in 1
social advancement.

There is one featore in the character of the soired
entertainment, which is eminently deserving of otics
The party, which may consist of severnl hundreds of per-
sons, is composed of both sexes. Tho bumapising ¥
fAucnce of wowman is present. There is the resprotablt
tradesman with his wife and dsaghiera; thore isthe y OB
mechanic or shopkeeper with bis sweetheart, she whom.
he delighted to bonour; there are tbe young and old; l,!'d
there are also the different ranks of persons—clergymés.
masters, and servants, all met in the ** Lond of peace"’ad,
harmony of feeling. ‘The refreshments conaist of tea, €07
fee, and some lighi affair of confectionery, or,-frpi‘l‘..g!,l.‘l"
due supply of lemonade or otber liguid eyually simpley b
whole causing an expense of not more than 8 shilliog 8
head. With these -trifles for physical solacemoateth®
company, who are quite lively and chatty with each;otheh |
ase ever and anon entertnined with £ speech onsomé £
ject of interest ; the amusement being Va'ried ,Wi,‘.l!7 W) i |
of socal music execated by a few of the beu&pinggl;l 185
company. In short, all is as it should be., Every, 0%,
goes home satisfed with what be has heard “““3“‘
d several hours haYe,

with'it tio hiought of - grassness - or ‘scnsuality Eomés Lo “conta-
minate his fancy or heagt. :

There has. been po excess ; ah - ::-i_ti“
sgreeably and.profitably spen in whit ia folt to beF# =

joyment.




