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A THWARTEUBENG~
A ROMANCE OF l'14E COLD FIELDS.

l'lJOIIN C. COLLISR.

"I tell yots, boys," said otd Sautliookiîîg
kecnty intoDtho depthsof thé panwhicli lie
had been dcx terousiy twi8ting-"1 1 toit you
thiero aipt te colour of gotd in tis 'oe
,:taiturlow. 1 gisces it's playell out." Anti
he angriiy tosaci te worthcss mati and
dirt froml bie pant, andî luîg tlic latter down
by )liesaide.

The rest of uis laid dowta our toolz a.nd
tooked blankty at the speaker.

"No," tic went on, rcmoving blis pipe from
lbis lips ;"I not even theo colour of gotd. I
rrekon we'tl bettor shif, ctsollerc etraighit
îîay. W~at's the good of lianging around

No good atall,"agrecd Peto-", Ilogood
.t ail. IVe cane live oit sani,"' letukilg at

i hclong stretch o! harrot 'Waste &bout us.
"Nor"-pointing to a great rés! cf haro

rocks a few yards off-, lier oit stones."
Old tial noddcdl )lis hoad sagely.

-Whst 1 ses is "-puti in anoîher of our
)arty-*'wliat 1 sCs ia juat what Saut ses.
Mt'a hiIni otir swaga."

- Wetl " 1 tioan, whon a înelodiotis voice
interruptcd me:

"Cood înorîîiîg, Cassaradoc.s. %Vhat
luck ?" IL saiti.

1 looked bi suprse and the speaker,
a tait liandsomo pnad nodded ptcass.sst-
Iy te ec.

"Ali," hoe asked, turniisg to Saut, Ila tien'
chxm, eh ?"

's'cs," Saut grunted ;"ouly hecen n'ith
tîs a wectt."

"Se t" the tui ahruggcdi bis sîmoîmders,
"and t.ired alrcady, my frie.nd t"
l"No, nlot tired," 1 answerod "but <lis-

heari ciiet."
% ly ?t"

%V'hy ?" brolio ini Saut "so'd any.
bouty ho. Nover the coler o' golti, andi
wvork, work, ssork, 'tilt the sweat runs o
ycr 'coe, andi not a pgfonÎt. It ain't ail
dinkues with us, aierenor.l

AgaithUe Spaniard shrugged lus should.
ors asnd thon, svith a stnîlto tie passeti on.

"ý:Wlo's tîmat toiff?" 1 asked as soon as; he
was oîît oferht

"Oh," and noe of the tlîggors lancthod.
"1 don't know Who lie is, blt 1 ktow who

hoe reekotîs ho is. Guet-s hoe thitîka ho's the
boas, ,nd is riînning this field on his own
hook."

IlThat sort, eht" andi 1 elovatot i my eye-
browa.

"lAye. Rie drs g i ve h isscif a fen' ai ra.
He's a-hangiag arter nid Anstitl's darter
they Bay."'

" She's fair too, good for the likea o! hies,"
1 criod hotly.

A gencral laîîgh wae raiaed by nîy churne
at my oxponso. Althoîîgh I had ooly been
on Crookeci Crcek gold fietld for a week my
hcart for six (laya out of sleve liait lcou on.
stasoti by lier charms.

As tan as I coutl prevent lb, I dotormined
tlsat the Spaniard should nover %vin lier.

1 atood looking aftor the foroignor sîntil
an intervoningsbinoté shantyshut hies from
view ; sud thon, wîth a siglh, I pinkoti up
my pick andi listiosaty stuc Lt into atuft o!
coarge, wry grass er

Otti Saut lagh,odn. hNover min , eliuîm," hochaekted, "th
gtherag etté runnissg now--.os why t

Ife' go te ikers. It's no got o' a mari
-sickiu his cap to'rds Ida Anatiti without
<béni. f'ye ses t" andi ho gave a savage

kick ai. the pan wlîieh sent it cianging andi
angliîsg tvscity or thirt;b yards ofif.

Nsver mimd, Sat,» cried Pote, as ho

quiotiy gathore<i hia mining implements
together ; "lwe uet go on thte Wallaby
track aglîl, tlîat'a ahi. Mcbhe sve'll strike it
rich ncx' time."

Thé othiers, follon'ing Pute's eampIe,
commciiced arranging iersaapeaa
tory te -strappîng thni bilponi coir hiaclia.
Then l'ec tlîrned tse< me laght

IlCtîie ou,li age,
luttaip yen swnag. Let'% pies pect a little

Itigluer Ip ceuiiry. Thtis ficItl's a geiser.
Ther' iin'tcaulsprats Worth o' siashin' ini
lt."1

1 tookoti about unte. Ail arotini nme, wiîh
Mhieexccptioiî of the rock Iefore înenlioueîi,
stretcie thé great santty %vaste, gtittering
bencatlt the btinding giare of te suit. Hoee

atitît there about were dotteti the shaitties-
rougît, wootion affairs-anti raggcti lents o!
the mninera. Away on a siight incline ut--
hinti inn a fcsvlIentaanti dumpies-higîitied
by the Litte of a Ilnsinitig sottleinent"
etusteret igether, andi in te very niist
stooti the long, lotte, svlitcwatîed slîett,
knésvn ns Anstili's store.

"Corneon, Cockîîey, ' sitilctc, as ho
hurteti a tîîft of wiry grass inue die crooket
yollow streai wtîlcl gave the gît(I ficlîl ils
naine; "pack bip yen swvag it yott'rî.! coiuiiig
uvith us."

1 le)keul t.onard the store again, andi ini t
nmontent I îleciîted to stay suliene I bras, ttc
my ltk uchat it svnult.

Ilt shall stop bocre a litle loniger,' i an.-
sivereti.

My chutes lutînat ilito Itoarse picals ni
laugliter.

IlMy oye !' Sautîl orioket, "l(cockiley's
fair struet this tinte!

W'that io yoietliitili Vý
W'hat dimes ic tocan, partis t Vlt fines

ber niela lia! lia !'lutt.'s prime ! .lus't
as t! WuC alîiitil îiver tle saille grotînt murn.
selves! INetîo we .int. hin1 strick sut' a
paire0' pecniy bile eyes. !iloblie WC liasq,

dît Why, léséycr,it'sas plain nayer fate,
Cýockîîcy, aîîd, lîîvii kiîows, that's plainî
eneuigh. %Vhen'a thîe wetldti' cairda a-goin
terbeoissooed. MNebbewuvellgît olîr tiress
soote reoadY*.I

r iti not nepty, and after <hoe boYs tati
laîîghed theme;elves; lIbaief,, 'ree sai<t:

"Noxer inid lvktesc knnws yenr

andt uve la suesci ver liiek."
Saut stretchid cuL a hiornNy lanti to Ille.

Sîsiake,*' lie Raid, l'goont Ilck to yc.Cîîtthé rosser ouii. As thé pootees ses,
Adoo.
f claspiet his extondeti banti ana vriing

it cordislly. Thon the reat of Lhern came
round, andt 1 shook handa with eacu.

Thon wtith thein test uviahes for Il gond
lîack," andI Peter's ativico to "1 keop my oye,
on the Spaniad" ringing li nsy cars,f
stooti aît watched thorm as,-%vitli their

"ls8%wagq" îieatty foltcti on their backs, sud
thoir "I iilies" in tlîcir lîande-thu'y sioucîs-
éd ini a gloîny, ttojected fashion, througs
the one etraggling etreet, mf the Lown," anti
set off acroas thé sands.

Thon. witb another sigh, and a glanco
towartis the store, I tiirned, andi striking
my pick into thé ground cemmencod te tear
up thé tint and soit at my foot.

I cannot tell liow se ait n ippencti-it
seemeti more lîks a dreai. AIl tliat 1 knosv
is-tiat wtien I ceasseil titling andi twist'ing
my pan, andi tooketi at thé residuumin re.m

whih, te wator hall drained,aiithat 1 kasow
la that I saio-gotti'.

1 dug and deived liké mail aftor that,
and at ovory washing thé preciona motat
soméd mèIre plontiful. I kopt on
into the niglit, and thon, et lant uttorty
worn andi svary, 1 lookoti up Vo the
fuît) oeîtherué naton, and reatiacti that I bat
"satruck itrich." ant tatidaAnstili migbt
-non' that 1 n'as on thé roati to wcalthi-
yct hoe mine. I hllt onty one négret-that

iy chuns, even thon traniping déjecedly
aleng somelvhere in the solitude, sucre net
WiLl i te te stiare îny Itck.
Duîng the next fcw days 1 worked harti

wittî pick and pan, t;ecping the knowledge
tif îîîy g'Ooti fortutne te mysel!, andt ecry

eveîing biiiyitg tse day's ittinca in a.

Il Iiet c rner of illy but.
Onty once sinice îtiy clitîttos deperture

bti I acoîs lits Spaniarti, andî dieui, with a
more Dot], hie liait pasacti me, sviu.hout ap-
parently noticing thalt, 1 as atone, or that
nsy companions hli toft me.

One nigbt, alter a rapiti andi roiîgh cal-
etîlation of it;yýburiedl treasurc-acalcsiation
wshich aff'îrded nie tho pleasant knesvtedge
that I was a tolerauiy ricit ntan-t wcnt
for a qjuiet raîtible acînsi tlie stili iteateti
saltty licIta.

The motta wns at thte fuit, an, l aIl tîtings
%vere sthiîgh ]yin-- iin a 1lotît of sucver.
Finatly 1 Lurieit litî, fontetclpu in the itirc-
tien o! thîe rockýs, and

1 , claîîîlbeîiîg up their
rtigged face, i fliing îtîyself doitcil in a amati
liollon', ]Catit iiack, aiili gave Inlysetf up en-
tirety to ttitikiiig. andith Le quiet etjoyiseflt
o! My 4bote i pipe.

Fcrot tiig to tliiîg my thoiights svont
iitting. Nn' 1 ws tiack in tue tijaronti

ilincibat, Kiiiiber-ley-wbichi I liati only left
liiiidtuc a let- %rceks previotîs9-anti thocn
t 'ias atîtongat -ny relations in ttear, ttirty
Londton. But each time, liy somo strango
force,not wholty utncaptainalile,my thougis
agaîn revertet te te sweot face and tovcty
cyes e! Ilt..

Althluoîgh 1 liat miever spoken&bo%,eadoz-
oliwerds to lier, In'smlîopeieaty-no, not
(11.ile hopoleasslyi loe it ber. She,

Irhh~ iad i îever gis'cn a second tlîought
t- nie, and yet 1--

Whtatwnas tlat? t $eîietliitg-t cotiltiit
tt'll h d*sîilnylroke ie on boîy înîustngs
aîîîl, uvitît a start, t wets reculîrd to mystlf.

1t e îîîui lisiencîl.
'lcr w.îs again. Andtilli a mtomeent I

wse s'ratiiliîig niatily nver the rocks, ta-
wsntls LIte i .ett tat woiîu I)ctureen tîemn.

IHelp Ud Ie ! cflp *
IL n'as a nlsman' sotie. 1ui i oiainhteti

îîîadly oî. l'honni îlst, wîtli aqziet "'Thaiîk
Hc.a sen !'' r tiroiiped ii un itle rosît.

uisas. %II iliai there, lseing liordoreti l'y
rn"hson citlicr site, tbat i muId no. distitu.
gii aiiylling. Again 1 lisieneti-strain-
ing niy crs in the briuiemour ini hear wluat
nîy ye Ioud not set'.

A cninit riîstltiign insyrigbtisautcmo titro
in ihttiiretinn, andi ilscuî again the woman
shricked.

In a niomen t 1 rerogniset i te sice, anti
My hleant cemetIn ouae is hestung. It

wsa Ida's
IHoip! lielp ! ah,' abrsiuhd agaîn.

fioterigtea, yoli etîr yoiî -'
"lcie"another ceico cructl. l' You

sbhe-u'at, ynit vison, bo sulent!
"Vherc are yoî? t Vlienoarc you. ."

8hiteti,rutnning oser in the direction cf thé
voices. "lHetp la bore ! Il la I ! cockney!
Mliss AustilI I

Thé sounti e! sctîhling increasoti, anti 1
heard a faint giiegtig, fottowedI by an angry
voie*, saytng

."You wil have thé n'iole celoîîy bore,
andi I-Ah I

In the btackness 1 managoti te grip thé
msan's collar, anti I forcibly tore tuinn away
front thé girl.

««îMn ! Run, Misa Anatitt !I' I stionteti.
He shall not hurtyoe non' 1"
Thé patterieg o! feet foiioweti, and I

ken't ttbat thé &irl bati fotiowét i îy instrue-
tionh, anti runnung lier hardoit towartis theo
end o! the rock ahadowéd roat.

Thon thé feilow sahonn I n'as holding en-
gageti att my attention. Thé svay tué atrug.
gted and auvere n'as somethingawful. Froni
aidé te aide vio awvayedi ; hé endeavoitring te
tear hinset!f fres nie, andi 1 endeavouring té

Itott flinta antI st hast, by sèmte mischauîcij
n'as Lhrown. 'l'lie fetton' broke atsey
fronts nie anti tore luis biarticat attr, lthe
girl. lit aineint wnas onmy foot agaiu,
anti after tins.

At the entd et the road t ottht duacetîti a
strip of nsoon.whiitencti aate huyoii. andtt
alroady I couilti sec thisforni of Miss Autsi îll's
lyiitg 6çquro stanintg eut lîke t silIî,tetto
againat iL.

I brotathel aé sigli of relief : aither iciîi-
cntanti site avotulit le eut uit Lte full i lî,h e!
the mootiligiit tutuu ,oinparatively saie.

luit attIll i ril oit-id tetiî, leioe 1
ceuti stas ui l îii ta pair of s robuus-
cillai sii cr, c.se'3 ,lle.

ISe,> a cotte t aut'I ait iI pi i Lcr
hircutî caille huîîu it uutY tot - Sn, C ock-
nîey, Yo iiiwiill usteriote wli t gIcmitlîîuîil's
love. tail'

M'y bloti ltest, IIî tever lirai, and, venut
iultbiîîg tltroiîgli lny voieti.

Il oli cuir, te inusuult a setii, ii
struggiug to froc myscîf. " Leti tl gît

'The Spattiarut taughiot tîoarsi'iy.
Il'oeti huave thwar.tt île tlF iii, - lue

crieti, "but you shail net lin E- .îgasi. 1
will kill you ?

Heé loosened me sornswhaî, as lic e liths
itanti iosvn te draw bis kutte, and luit tisat
instatit I tore myset! troe.

lCven as luis knife glisteiet in tuîl.c ail-, i
s9prang fonssarît, anti, laiîchiig 'tut, 'leait
a terrifie tîlos at luis h.ituttaojiuc face. il' ts
terriblte oath thsat feltoavei, andi te pa;tl iii
nîy kniîcktcs, I kncsv Lîat uuîy les luatiu't
ho: le.

Il taledicta !" te niait liiset 'oit
Euiglisli tiog. I vvihl kîlI yoîî.'*

Ho itîshuet towands uneI aidagasiît 1 sprang
asito andî letînce oîît.

Se the umoquaI tlgbt vrcný on in tleicgonnuui
luit at last, Vilte Spariiarut, apparenthy tired
of it, for, vrith a hast thrcal, lié sutideîly
turset antiflot].

AIltiougi 1diti net mention a word toany
n! theiu'r nnsu the duggings negarding isé
fnregoing incudent., il. Iuy soe meana-pro.
ha;biy tibneutgh i ts A iistiht-lieie public
prepeni y.

Abouit tions, e tu he !ollon'iiIg tiay, téb
Spaiaru s.vtnteret ill iî hony claîtu, ail-I.
witu lus bandit un Ili pockels, avatcheul me
ai, w uh for asohîle.

At lasi i eascdl in My laboturs, anti, leaut.
ing citi iY pick Isatîtt, 1 breturneti bis loo'k.

- viii scitat do yeu want" 1 asketi.
'Ihbe itiatîs tlark face flasiet angrity.
Il Viiatt' ho aheti, "l Whtta tepreseit

men shooting you wlîoné you standi ?
I rapidty alidimydisetîgaget hanti rondi

te my hip pîseket.

"XVant cof ptîuch, andi fear oh the aberilfe*
nope," % nlswerefl.

''HIa! ýVoutuI you inauît, met" Tus
ýSpaniarti anarlet, anîl haîf-dren' one of huis
hanta frees bis pocket.

But 1 htat haîni cou'crd : a.4 quck o., a
flash my revotver w&8 onit.

"lNet thia turnte, Ptotiniues," t isuglir
"Put yeur liand back. "
%Ikith an catit the Spaniard reptaceti li

hand.
1Yeti bave the trop on ie thia Uis,'" lié

cniet. I tidu't kiion you wére armeIl."
"1Yon sco 1 ain," I answerod. "lAit-or

that lite efair tlut niglit I decideti te hée
pIréaeti for you."

"Nver fear !" Roderiguca ahnstgged hie
shouidera. "I shatî net botiéroabosnow-,
you-anti ttsat finicky svench-eré tee: inuieli
for me."

1 gavé s-soit toatheroughly EngUth "l Hur-
rah.

Il es." theoSpaniaul suent on. "larwi if1
avilI do yen any got, 1 wiUl teit rau wbly.
Tise mon havé Civen me two hon té etéar


