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If we could go back aud be with the Apostles
before Pontecost, we shiould not be sonest to
Him as weare now. If we could bo with 8. Jehn
at Patmos, and see His radiant glory. yuot we
should notget thereby nearer or closer to Him,
The same Spirit thut was in Him when He
lay in His Mother's arms in Bethlehem, thut
led Bim into the wiiderness, that was in Him
when He uttered His thrice repeated prayer
beneath the olive trees of Gethsemane, that
was in Him, inspiring every actand word and
desire and emotion to the very last ery on Cal-
vary, that same Spirit, comes to dwell in us,
and more and more revesl Christ to us, and
make us Christ-like. And this spiritis given
ug in Baptism and Contirmation. How ought
not Churchmen to value their privileges and
gitts, and draw by their holiness others to de-
gire them,— Diocese of Fond du Lac.
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Harirax.—The rector of St, Paul's Chureh,
the Rev. Dyson Hague, wus presented with 4
very vuluable fur coat and Mrs. Haguo with a
very handsome ercritoire at Christmas time by
his congregation. The Rev. Mr. Perry, the
Asgistant, received a pur-e of money and an
easy chair. On the Sunday provious to Christ-
mas the Sunday-school was o scene of delight-
ful gift-giving, ench teacher and scholar bring-
ing a gift of books or toys, to be given to four

or five of the poorer purishes in the couniry
parts, until from 600 to 700 presonts lay henped
on the table, This is o delightful custom, und
not only gives great joy 'o many, bul teaches
the rising generation of Canudians that it is
more blessed to give than 1o receive. Last
year four large woodon caros were sent in this
way, and even more will be sent this time, Oan
Monday, the gifts of the pevple to the poor
were sent 10 the St. Puaul's Sunduy school
(Argyle hall) in lavish profusion, ‘Purkeys,
geese, poultry, plum-puddings, fruit, vegetables,
cakes, mitts, mufters, toys, boos and shoes,
and all sorts of good things poured in, und after
being distributed in baskets and bugs, were
carried by the young Iadies and geutlemen of
the congregation to the homos of the puor. It
has been found that this plan is fur better than
allowing the poor to come themselves, 4s it does
away with the pauperizing or begging process,
This is the only time in the year too (with one
or two exceplions) when eatablos or coalis
given without being worked for. The Christ-

mas services were bright and hearty,the church

in its Christmas colors looking very peautiful.
A handsome . Reredos stood at the end of the
shancel with the Star of Bethelehm pouring
golden raysof light ou the words ** Jesus Chrisy”
while at the sides iu rich red lottcring the
mottoes * King of Kings " und ** Lord of Liords "
shone out conspicuously. The pulpit and read-
ing desk were also beautifully worked, the large
text around the gallery boaring the words :
“ Behold I bring you good tidings of great
joy. Unto you is born this duy a Saviour,”
The eollection which is given to the rector to
distribute to some of the more needy of the
country clergy, amounted to $168. Besides all
this, the gifts of the people 10 the St. Paul's
alms house must not be forgotten, many useful
thicgs being sent, and the delightiul presents of
flowers to the sick, each sick persou in the
congregation being prerented with u beautiful
flower and with fruit, Another most valuable
present this Christmas 1o St, Paul’s Church
was o pair of very hundsome solid silver Com-
munion Cups presented by certaiu ladies of the

congregation, but unfortunately, on arriving, a
mistake with regard te their size was found to
have beon made, The chalices will be ready,
however, very shortly, Such is only a very
brief and partial account—for no one can de-
scribe the vast amount of individual and peraunal
charity that flows out from hearts touched by
the charity of the Son of God's love at this
happy season—of the Christmas doings in this
old church, the oldest church in Halifax, and
the mother charch of the Church of England in
the Dominion of Canada,

A Christmas tree was fiurnished to the inmates
of the Poor House through the thoughtfulness
of Mrs, Courtney and friends, These with the
Biskop met in the Church of the Institution on
the afternoon of the 26th of December when vhe
inmates were called down and the gifts from
the troo were distributed, This is the first
time in the recollection of Mr, Dow, and officers
of the Institution, that the inmates have been
treated to a Christm1s tree, and the chairman
of the Bourd, Mr. Dennis, expressed to Mra.
Courtney its appreciation of her kindly act.

The Rev. J*, H. W. Archbold received from
the congregation of St. Matthias oo Christmas
evo a gold houded cane and a handsome piece of
silverwuro suitably engraved accompanied by &
flnttering address,

The Christmas wsorvices at St. Luke's
Cathedral were as usual full of the joy and
briyhtness which the festival inspires. There
wus a choral Eversong with choral singing at
8 p. m,, on Christmas eve, which was fairly at-
tended. Celebrations of the Blessed Eucharist
were held at 7, 8, 10, and 12.15, the 8 o'clock
celebration being full choral with 350 communi-
cants, Mating wus sung at 11,when the Bishop
preached a benutiful sermon on the words
“ Peace on earth.” A children'sservice was
also held at 4.30, but owing to the downpour
of rain was bug ¢limly attended. The Church
was beautifully decorated, the altar being mag-
nificently vested in white, with white dossal
and wings, vases of white flowers, and on each
side threo splendid scarlet ponsettias bending
towards the ¢crods, as if reminding of the purpose
for which the Saviour was bourn. A star of
gas above thealtur seemed to point the way to
Bethleben, our * House of Bread ’: All the
poor connceted with St, Luke's were provided
with Chistmus dinners through the liberulity of
the peopiv: The annual feast for the members of
vhe Mother's Meeting took place op the afternoon
of St. John's Day, and the Christmas Tree and
feust tor poor children took place on Saturday,
29th ult,
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AnTigonisH.—A bright and hearty service
was held on the morning of Chrisvmas Day,
The offertory was devoted to the Rector, Rev,
C. Sydney-Goodman, 8.A.C. Carols were sung
diring the morning service, hymns during the
celebration of Holy Communion—all were

heartily taken up by the congregation. In the
evening the Christmas tree for the Sunday
schoul wus the source of attraction. Held, by
kind invitalion, in the spacious house-of Mrs.
Milledge, the children were greatly pleased and
interested. It would have been still more suc-
cersful had the weather been more propitious,
The waich-night service, inaugurated by the
Rector last yeur was again celebrated. A large
number were present when the service com
menced st 11.30 p.m. The service was im-
pressive and congregational. The Rector's.ad-
dress was upon the God-entrusted tremsures
made to each ahikein the past year—Time, Op-
portunity, Experience—had they been used or
wasted ? Then followed & tew momeuts of silent
exumination, ull kneeling, a general confession,
the Absolution, fojlowed by the. Lord’s Prayer.
The old year died away and the new commenced
a8 the assembled worshippers with heart aud
voice sang the familiar strain  Nearer, my God,

to Thee, nearer to Thee' A general thanks-
glving, the delivery of the watchword text for
the New Year, another hymn and the Benedic-
tion closed the solemn service. Cummencing
with the year, the Rector's Sunday afternoon
Bible class will consider {opics in connection
with the History of the Church.

BayrieLp.—We had a great treat in the

Christmas tree held by generous permission at
Mr. Edward Randall’s, Our devoted Lay
Reader and S.S. Superintendent, Mr. Elisha
Strople, had churge of the proceedings. The
presents were numerous and excellent. The
Rector has removed frown this partof the parish,
to reside during the winter in the new residence
built in the town, entirely at the cost of the
eurnest church people of Antigonish. The re-
sidence is &' charming spot. The house is most
comtortably built and has every convenieace.
In the rear is an cxcellent barn and coach
house,

CAPE BRETON.

NorTa SYpnEY.—Breaking in on our Chriss-
mus-tide festivities with a kecnness not at all
goftened by & previous knowledge of the event,
we, on Sunday last, December 3th, wore called
upon to listen to a touching address from our
Rector, Rev. R. D. Rambrick, on separation,

Elected in November- last to the Rectory of
Yarmouth he decidéd to leave here at the end
of the year. Sunday finished his twelve vears
service in the. combined parishes of North
Sydney and Sydney Mines. Large congrega-
tions assembled at both churches to hear his
final message. -

Tho message was worthy of the man snd of
his office. The subject—the joint responsibility
before God of pastor and people. :

Reviewing his own service here which began
when he was both youug and untried ke had to
admit maoy natural shortcomings arising from
these causes, but never any due to intention or
indolence, and he trusted at the great account
his labours might stand approved. The re-
sponsibility of the congregation was also great,
and for the manner in which its members had
assisted or frustrated his ministry they would
be unerringly judged. It was frequently found
that congregations considered they were not
sharers in the labours of their pastor, and that
their privilege was to carp at his ritusl, criticise
his motions, discriminate in his tesching and
endeavour by all means to make his life miver-
able. Advice was always forthcoming and
abundant.

However, in his case, he had pleasure in a
retrospeot of twelve years kindly relationship
with the Wardens and Vestry of **St. Jobn's,”
North Sydney, unbroken by any friction what-
ever, and only now severed his connection with
the parish under pressure. from the Bishop, and
the.call to a larger field of labour. Were his
own feelings alone consulted he would remain.
On Chbristmas.Day -he presented: to ¢ 8t John's”
a very handsome altar cloth, which is much
appreciated. On Friday evening, 28th, after
Evansong the parishioners met in the Sunday
erchool-house- and. presented him with an ad-
dress and a purse of $112,00 in gold, a golden
gift for golden service..

Sydney . Mines parishioners were not behind
in- domonstrating their: regard for the retiring
Rector.. Anp address and a purse of about §100
were presented,

The Oddfellows and Masons also offered ad-
dresses and suitable presents. Several social
receplions were alsoheld for him at Sydney

" Mines and North. Sydney, I aleo hearthat the

Yarmouth congregation. has .provided: a caron
the LC.R. to convey the rev gentleman s effscts
direet. to destingtion; a .considerate kindness
furtner bespeaking the estimation in which heis -
held. Neithor was Mrs, Bambrick forgotten,



