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THEREFORE | WILL NOT BE NEGLIGENT TO PUT YOU ALWAYS IN REMEMBRANCE OF THESE THINGS, THOUGH YE KNuw
TUEM AND BE ESTABLISHED IN THE PUESENT TRUTH.—2 PETER, 1, 13,
VOL. I.] COBOURG, U. C., SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1837. [No. XXTIiI.
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Original Poetrp.

For the Church.
STANZAS.

Knecl—when Night's latest shadow wanes
Before the sun-bright heralds driven;
When Earth's gray hills and drowsy plains
Waft up their matin songs to heaven.

Kneel—when the noon-tide’s sultry hour
O'er the still world's expanse is shed,
*Neath the dark woods o'er-arching bower,

Behold a glowing altar spread !

Kneel—when the eve s soft magic's pour'd,
In holiest calm, o’er earth and sky:—

Then be thy spirit's God ador'd
When Fancy points his throne most nigh.

Kneel—by the glorious sculptur'd shrine,
Where Kingly forms are wont to bead :

The purest vows they breathe, with thine,
May there in mingled strain ascend.

Kneel—in tlly chamber’s calm—alone—
Unwatch'd, unseen of human eye:—

There speak thine heart's Jeast earthly tone
And hope’s glad words—the pure—the high.

Kne«.l—by the lonely mountam-etream,
The ancient wood—the moaning sea :—

Each spot a fitting shrine may seem,
Where Faith may brlng thy God to thee.

* Kneel—in the light of opening youth B
Ere hope or sinless love grow cold ;
In the pure spirit’s stainless truth
The words of life seem ineetest told.

_ Kneel—in thy manhobd (3 brwhtest prime,
When all the dreams ambition knew—
All the best gifts of life, of Time, .
. Have caught experi«."née’ sober hue.

And when the eterfil sﬁ'adows steal’
O'er Earth. and all'that centrc’d there ;—
Then give thy latest’ strength. to kneel—- '
Thy latest breath, to mnrmur pmy vl o
Toronto, October, 1837, .. = .. .- ... .. -JUAN.
o ° ADDRESS o
T0 THE CLERGY OF THE Ancnumcomr oF YORK &C.

(Continued from our last.)

Tn accordance with the recommendolion of the assembled
Clergy, your Archdeacons petitioned the Lieutenant Governor
and the other two branches of the Legnelature to authorise the
introduction of an additional column in the rvolls of the next as-
sessment, in order that the religious perauaslon of the inhabitants
might be inserted therein. - The measure, owmg 1o the press of
business, has not yet been adopted ; but, as' it is our intention to
renew the application, it is hoped that during the next seselon of
the Legtslature it will beconie a law, lndeed the information is
so useful and so generally wished forilbat no opposluon need be
apprehended, ‘The Church has suffered” much from ' the mis-
statements of her enemies respecting her -numbers, and though
certainly the most numerous denommmlon in. the Colony, we
have been again and again represemed ‘a8 the lowest.

‘There lies before me a religious analysis’ of the members of
the present House of Assembly which appeared in one of our-
most respectable Journals. and which has never been contradicted,
in which I find thirty six out of sixty-two, the whole number of
Representatives, given to the Church of England while five only
are assigned to the Chureh of Scotland: Now- were we (o take
these membera as lndncanng the relative _proportion of the two

churches, it wouid not'l apprehend be found very far from the |-

truth, It is admitted that the same Journal gives four members
to Presbyterians not. of the Church--of Scotland, and. therefore
the Presbyterian denomination taken generally “ counts nine or
ten Representatives ; but the Kirk rcpudiates the other Presty-
terians, and cannot therefore take credit for any more than their
own five, or I believe from a recent vaeaney, six’ Representatwes

There are other gronnds of spproximating to a just estimate: of
our relative numbers. The first setclers in the Province being
U. E. Loyalists were principally members of the Church of
England, and since that period the number of Emlgrants from
the United Kingdom has doubtless borne a proportion to the va-
tious religious denominations of the parent State, Now.of the
twenty-four millions which the three kingdoms are said to con-
tain six are supposed to be Roman Catholics, four Presbyterians
and ether Protestant sects, and fourteen, including the Wesleyan
Methodiste, of the Church of England. - It is, therefore, suffi-
ciently clear that the Eumgranls ‘must bear a proportion to the
respective churches. It is not asserted nor is it necessary to con-
tend that such proportion is exact, but it is matter of demonstra-
tion and agreeable to common sense, that a much- greater num-
ber will emlgrate from fourtecn than ' from' four mllllonl. ‘But
our desire is (0 set this'matter at rest by ascertaining in alegal
way the exact number of each denommanon, and- not leavnng i
to mero conjecture.

I regret that my duty to you, my Brethren, and the lranqull-
llty of our Church, compels me to proceed to the notice of a sub-
Jeet which I would have most wlllmgly avolded namely the op-
poemon to the Rectories which existed at our general meeling

in October lest, and wluch we ‘then lhougbt from ite folly and |-

injustice, would soon pass away, Itisa paml’ul subject and very
difficult to deal with in cbnenan chamy, as it has been sedn-
lously continued by the Clergy and members of the church’ of
Beotland in a spirit by no means commendeble. aball how-

ever, touch upon its history from its commencement to the pre-
sent time as gently as truth will allow. The Synod of the
Presbyterians in connexion with the Church of Scotland recom-
mended to their different congregations that they should mweet
and adopt petitions to the Provincial Legislatne against the
Rectories. This was accordingly done, and the Petitions, as
might have been expected, when urged by such authority, were
in general conceived in language of unnecessary bitterness and
hostility. You are aware, my Reverend Brethren, that the con-
test respecting the Clergy Reserves was begun many years ugo
by the members of the Kirk, and has been persevered in to this
day with increasing violence and pertinacity. For a time they
made a common cause with other denominations against the
Church, and some of the petitions, besides the destruction of the
Rectories, still pray for the division of the Reserves among all
sects, or their appropriation to the general purposes of educa-
tion ; or, in other words, for the support of infidelity, for educa-
tion, separated from religion, can léad to nothing else.:

In consequence of the great number of petitions presented to
the House of Assembly on this subject at the commeucement of
the last session, they were referred to a select Committee to re-
port upon their prayer. Anothér sclect commitice was also
named to rcport upon the best muﬁe of dispusing of 'ﬂle Cleryy
Reserves

"It is not necessary to enter into a minute detail of the procecd-
ings of the House on the reports presented by these two Com-
mittees,—or the violent efforts made to destroy the only pro-
vision for the dissemination of pure Gospel principles: existing
in the Culony, as they have yet futled but on looking over. the
different divisions, it is most efilicting "to sce that sume of the
most furious opposers of the Church and. the most eager to de-
prive her of her vested rights’ pretend ' to belong to her commu-
nion. Not so the members  of the Kirk; for they not only up-
hold their church, but seek -to enrich her by every exertion -in
their power, r.0d never for'a moment compromise what they cali
her claim3, however preposterous or absurd. But alas! the poi-
son of a spurious liberality has shed its blight over many of
those who ought to be the nursing Fathers of our Apostolic
church, and for the sake -of a hollow. popnlarny they lend them-

selves to rob and betray her, and thus sacrifice their prmcnples

as honourable and religious men.
Now, however much we differ in opmwn ﬁom the bcotch

Presbyterians; we cannot but approve of their irmness and devo.-

tion to their church, and, if justice weve on their side, we should:

consider them entitled to our admiration ; but we repudinte as

unworthy those who declare themselves members of our church,

while they seek her temporal destruction and degradation. Were
we seeking aggrandizement or grasping at .more than our legal
rights, they” might find some ground of . Jusuﬁca'lon but we de-
sire bare justice only, and this much the inembers of our Church

if honest men, are bound to support to the utmost of their power,
—and, if they do not, they are none of us.,
- To one lmportant result, and to one only did the Houso of As-

sembly arrive after much’ ducusalon, comprised. in the. followmg
resolution, which passed by u mojority of thlrteen in a house of

‘fifty-three members :—"¢ Resolved, that this. House - regurds as

* inviolate the rights acquired under.the Pnlcnls by which. the

- | “ Rectories have been endowed, and cannot therefore either, i mvue

% or sanction eny interference with the rights thus cstabllshed ”

. Even on this resolution, 50.just and, .reasonable in nsrlf ond
which eould not have been other\vnee without dmurblng the utles
to property’ through the whole Colony, we have the momﬁcauon
to see some opposed, who call themselves members of the Church
of England. It would be vain to attempt to reconcnle euch con-
duct either with consistency or correctness of. pnnclple. R
In regard to the arguments used in the Petitions of the Sco(cb
Presbyterians, though copied in a great measure. from the reso-
lutions of their Synod, we cannot concsde .10 ethem the s.lghlesl
force, while they betray not a little coarsences, selﬁshnese, and
bad temper. >

‘They seek the destmcuon of the Rectorxes pnnclpally on two
grounds i— g

Ist. As confemng powers on lbe Rectors or Incumbenw ln-
compatible with the rights of the Scotch cleigy. . For auch .ap-
prehemnons there is no foundation ;—nor do those who. pretend
to urge them'believe' them to be:true, . Parishes_have been
formed in all-the Colonies without calling forth any . complamt,
because other denominations felt ihat neither, their civil nor reli-
gious liberty-was, in the smallestdegree, compromlsed In fact,
the Clergy of the Church of England resldmg in this Province
never had of pretended to hayeany ‘authority over other deno-
minations, and not even over tlmr own people, except in matters
purely epmlual and so sensible are we of our weakness, as rc-
spects our own congregations, that, in seckiog - from- the anbop
an annual convention, we found our proposition on the fact, thoi
our Ecclesiastical Jaw and dnsclplme do mot extend to this Co-
lony: - Whatever, therefore, the pelitions state on this head js
deplorably hypocritical, for no such fears or apprehensions were
ever cherished or felt; and so perfectly destitute of . any. founda
tion-are such allegations that no.complaint bas been made on lbc
subject by any other denomination of. Christians in the Provmcc,
several of which are unquesnonably no .less alive to their civil
and religious rights than the Church of Scotland. ;.

- 2d. ‘The value of the Endowmenuf—- :

By the Constitution, -our- Chutch: is anulled by legal rlght lo
moie than two millions of acres, and_because. twenty; or twenty-

two thousand have been astached, to/fiftyseven Rectories, a quan- |-

tity much lese than many. prwatemdmduals possess, and not one

lmndredth parl of her Jcm elexm, complamt lm been made ,--bm

such complaint comes with a singularly bad zrace from the Scotch
Presbyterians, to whose Congregations the Provincial Govern-
ment has always sacwn the greatest readiness to grant glebes,

It is farther to be remarked thay, in many cases, the lands coms
posing the endowments of the Rectorics have been in possession
of their sevcral incumbents, by licence of occupation and order of
ihe Executive Council, from their first settlement in the Parish,and
their siteation in becoming Rectors is not otherwisc improved than
in acquiring a better title to whatthey were in pussession of before.
Itis necessary to remark, however painful, thut the proceedings
of the Clergy snd Members of the Presbyterians, in connexion
with the Church of Scotland, are marked by the same kind of
angry complaint (for they decal not in argument) which charac-
terizes those of the Voluntaries and other cnemies of Church Es:
tablishments in Great Britain; and that, but for the good sense
and honourable principles of a large majority of the House ‘of
Assembly, a vote would have pussed ngainst the Rectories ; and
aulthough it could never have been carried into effect, it would
have tended to unsctile every tille in the Province. Happily,
the Patents estublishing the Rectories cannot be destroyed Ly

| any power known to the Conemuuon, as appears manifest from

the fact that the Church of England hus preseived-and recovered
many of her most valuable. eqdowments in New York, Vermom,
New Hampshire and Virginia, notwithstanding'* \he crisis of*a *
revolution, because they were secured under the same title as the
Estutes of privaie persons. - To break down the one, offered a
precedent for breaking down the other; and lo this men of senso
and character never would consent, R Sl
Amidst the violerco and folly which these petitions prcsenl, it
is refreshing 1o find even one moderate in language and fair in
principle, soas in & great degree to meet the desire which our
church has uniformly expressed, snd in .which we aic atill ready
1o concur. The Potition of the. Minister, Elders, and: members

with the Established Church in Scotland,: afier. oxpremng, b,. -

““ ther the Imperial Parliament, by their entire removal fiom the
“ conflicting interests and endless varicty of opinions wlneh have
“.for g0 many years agitated the country and- perplexed. the, Pro- o
“vincial Legislature, in reference: tv the Clergy - Rctervel,mre -
“ not best qualificd to explain their own Act and definitely. setile
* what is doubtful jwthe existing Statute without the danger: of
¢ farther disturbing the. tranquillity of the Province.” - -The -po-
tition proceeds to state that the * Provincial - Legislature.con do
“ nothing satisfactory, however j just and .cquitable, nor so stuble
“ a9 a declaratory cnactment on.that subject originated:in and.
“ pussed by the Imperial -Parliament, who, it may.be. trusted,’
* in explaining the provisions of the Act, will be careful lo pre-
« gerve our Constitution inviolate.”. .

This is almost exacily-what was proposed: by the Bnehop and -
Ciergy of our Church in 1822 in their Petitione to the King and
both houses of Parliament, soon -ufter the contention - reepeeung '
the Reserves.commenced;.. for we -huve: nlwaye ‘sought: most
anxiously to avoid : agualmg the- queauon in- the :Colony, and
continually urged, as .we.are domg now, its- referenco: for - ﬁnal
seulemem to the lmperial Parliament.: - .- o sy s

In passing from the petitions : agemet the.. Reclorneo“by llle
Clergy und members of the Scotch church, I may be.allowed,:as -
on act of j Jueuce, to contrast their. onxwty for: the- deslmcuon* ofv
our church in the, colony with the mildness which choraclerlhu o
the Petition -of the united - ‘Bynod of:;the Presbyterian church’in
Upper Canade not in connexion: with ‘the , Church of:: Scolland.:i
In urging their claim- to share . in the Reservea, this: respectoblo '
body truly state that. lbey were the, first organized Preebytemn
Institution in the l’rovmce that thoy. have suffered: as many pri-
vations as any of. lhetr {ellow christian labourers, and yicld:not,
in loyalty: 1o, the Quecen and .attachment .to the- British. Conemu- '
tion, to any. body of profewng ehmtmn- in.the. Colony ;
“conclusion pray. that, in>2 -any “distribution of:thé_Reserve

| may be included as-well as- the, Church of -Seotland., They :in- -

dulge «in no.virulence agains( our: church,, much less 'do; they
| plead for: her robbery, but. satisfy . themselves : with-.a courteous.
appeal; for consideration on. the part of the. Lrglelature, should .a
division of the church lands aclually take place;. and.were it:a
mere question of desert I must say that the Prc-bylermne in Up.
‘per Canada are more - indebted:for religious . instruction.to:the -

the latter muy exercise in their respective congregauons, itis:a
lamentable fact that.they are: cbleﬂy known to the, publlc as:ex-
pert egitalors against our.church,  ~ . ...° - i :
- Much siress has: been: leul by our- opponenu on an oplmon e
elicited by Lord. Bathurst from the Auomey and:Solicitor. Gene-
rale-of :England in 1819,—an opinion . which conttadicls: lbe
spirit of all ihe clauses of the 31 Geo. 3d chup..31. regerding the
Reserves and their appropriation, and in - truth . contradicts itself,
On this point it is sufficient: for. my. present purpose 10. remerk, '
that we have authorities which we consider far ‘more sound;: de-
claring that the provisions of the statute contemplate the Clergy
of the:Church of England and no other. body whatever. :Ai.the
same time, the’ natural effect of such an opinion of . the Crown
Officers was 1o beget.contention in the -Province, - Every day)s

; expesience:.more and more :proves how:deplorable it-is that.an -
| explanatory. Act has not. been passed by the Imperial Parllament,

settling - for eyer this. perplexed question. . It can never roeelu a

satisfactory disposition by any other authority, /i 1.0 % o
: In 80 ;fas: as .the provisions of - the, Constitutional . Ac
spect 10 the Clergy Reserves has been carried out; itis. qlme‘en- o

dent (hul the: Provmeul Leglelelure cannot tonch thm Tbe '

of the congregation of St. Andrew’s, Kingston, in connexion: .-

coming confidence in the Legislitive  Council, submita; ! :whe: -

ministers of the. United Synod than they have as yet been 10 lhou e
of the Church of Scotland, and, indeed, whatever moral loﬂueme e



