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conifort, and their beauty, flavour, and
perfuime are conxtinual sources of enjoy-
ment.

But there is a merciful provision in the
ordering of inunlane affairs, that to ob-
tain the inost good resulting fron natural
productions, mental and physical exertion
is lecessary, and the latent powers and
faculties of mankind are aroused and stimt-
ilatetd by this iecessitv. The h erbs, fruit
trees and flowers whieh fori the delight
and profit of the horticulturist are scatter-
ed, but sparinglv, over nany regions of tie
arth ; they exist ii just sufficient quan-

tities to attract the attention of man, and
to preserve Lteir species iiitil lie shall have
diseavered and appropriated theni, but
uîsuallv thev do not grow in sucli abund-
anice or tuality as to fori important ar-
ticles of food, until they coie under the
skill of the cultivator.

Of course, these reinarks apply onily to
the esculent vegetables, fruits, flowers, and
ornanental trees and shriibs, and not to
the plants which are adapted ta the wants
of the lower animals, such as the grasses
witlh which the pastures and mneadows are
covered; a Iliougli these muiay be iiprovei
by cultivation ; nor to the trees of the
forest, the uses of which are so varied and
extensive for both man and beast. The
brute creation, whien in a wild state, are
provided for, because they are deficient in
the intellec*tual powers of man, nevertlhe-
Iess he lias the advanttage in being coinpel-
led to adopt, and cultivate the food ncces-
sary to his existence, for by this means lis
mental and bodily endownments are exer-
eised, cultivated, and uniifoldetd. These
advanîtages are further enliaiced by the
power of culture ta improve the natural
produicts of the soil wlen subject ta its in-
flueince. The flowers, the fruits, and the
Catable vegetabcs which colle under the
care of the skilful horticulturist, gain new
and important qualities, or at least, ·the
proper'ties they ali ready possess, acquire
additional value. Of one- class, the sy-
mietry, colour, or perfuime are inproved, of
another its increasei fruitfulness, size or
flavour ; so that planîts, whici in their

natural state nay almost be considered
worthless weeds, are converted, by judici-
ous culture and management, into usefül
gardeni vegetables, delicious fruits, or beau-
tiful flowers.

Such are the principles impresseil by the
vegetable world, which gave origin in 'the
gardeners skill anid raised his profession to
the dignity of a science.

WC have so far alluded only to the e*thic-
al principles upon which the science is
founided, we will now examine thein froi
a practical standpoint. Thxese principles
are borrowed froi other sciences, such as,
liotany, chemîistry, geology, meteorology,
to botanv lie is indebted for the knîowledge
of the phvsical structure and uses of the
different organs of plants ; to chemîistry,
ta the nature of inanures, iatural and art-
ificial ; to gcology, for his knowledge of
soils, and to neteorology, ,changes of
climate.

In ancient times, gar*deners were not sup-
posed to be acquainted with any of .these,
antd based their practice upon observation,
legend, or the experience of others, hence
their work was of a superficial nature, but
now horticulture rests on a scientific basis
and lias progressed during the last century
as rapidly and satisfactorily as any other
science, so that the improved fruit, flow-
ers, and vegetables would astonisi our
forefathers, as would the superior manner
in which tlhey are cultivated.

'lc art of the gardener lias increasedi in
importance with the won-derful advance
of society, and tic progress of commerce
Lhroughout the world ; easy coimumica-
tion, rapid and safe traveling, have been
great helps 'to horticulture ; there is now
a continual interchange of products be-
tween different countries, with correspond-
ing advantages to caci, as the field has
widened a new class of mien have sprung
up, who are both scientific and practical
gardeners, and have elevated horticulture
into its proper place among 'the industrial
arts.. lI the cities, w]ere the population
lias become dense and the deinand for lux-
uries and conveniences lias becoine more
cager, this improvernent in horticulture is


