8

124

%uE CHRISTIAN MIRKOR.

3

' A o

iy s

dical practitioner of the ncighbouring ¥illage was
ealizd on to risit her.  Unfortunately he was a mere
preiender—a conccited fopy who had Leen fonder cl'a-
doraing his gerson an gullanting ailly girls, than of
. guending to the sudics requisite 10 fit him for the pro-
fossioa which He adopted.  Ile came—spake of e ill-
rixas as.s aerc trifle, which a night’s rest sud a lit-
la medicine would quickly remove—he walked away,
ead sent ths medicinc.

Auother day cams—the disorder had greatly in-
ergased in severily. “I'ho surgeon azain called ; ig~
norant as he was, he could not help perceiving she
was indoed worss, He had recoursc to other mczas
and other medicinds ; but unacquainted with her cen-
stitutional tendeucies, and completely mistaking the
aymptoms cf the discaze, both were the very reverse
af what was right. A week gasscd anay, and cvery
Aay sho became more enfzebled, and the appearances
Mors hinfavourable. ler husbard and friends now

0 slarmed ; and notwithstanding the volunt op-
yosition of the village surgeon (Wwho dreaged the ex-
pasurs of his 1gnorance and conscquemt scrious mis-
take,) 3 practitioncr ol expericnice and celebrivy from
& diatance was sent for.  Hc came : and after a mi-
aute lnquiry into ull the circumetances of the case,
did not conceal his fcars that he was tco late in being
ealled. He, however, did overy thing that could be
dons for hor rclicl, and in order to her resioration ;
aad while he did not wish to agitate his patient un-
accessarily, he al the same time did not conceal from
ber the danger of her state, for he was well aware

 that the discanc had made such an inroad on her framc,
that there was but the slizhtest possibility of her re-
eovery. Fora week or two hope und (ear alternated
$a the breasts of her husband and ber friends.  Her
sow madical attzndant, though at some considerable
, distance, was regular in hie vists, Al bad been
done that human skill could devise to mitigate the
symptoms and check the discase ; but alaz ! all that
_arteould do was vain; and he thought it his duty to
@889 from all appliances cxcept some aimple jpedi-
-alne to keep hier a8 caey 35 possible, while at the same
time he wamed those that loved her to prepare for
witnessing her dissvlution at no distant date,

From the commencement of her illness, Emily her-
41 viewed her trouble as deadly, acd had, when un-
ecen by her husbaud and sister, (who were her privei-
pa! attendanis,) amid inacy tears oficu prayed for
resignation to-the will of Ged, and she hud not pray-
ed in vain. She felt support givan her according
to her day ;3 cheerfuily she submitted to whatever was
proposcd, and toek what was nrescribed. Her cenver-
sations with har husband, parcots sud sistery were cf
the most pleasing and animating charaeior, evincing
ber full belief in the promises of Ged, her humble de-
pendence on the merits ¢ her Saviour, aud the hope
of & blessed mceting with these so inuch Joved on
earth in o denthiess world, while it was well known
to those who were vecasionally attendant en her that
she was {requently holding converse by prayer with
Dar Father in heaven. :

The third month of hier marricd lifa was now draws
Ing to s close. Every duy she was sinking, and ere
its last week had ended shte was become so techle that
it was only for a few moments that she conld be lift-
ed and laid on 2 couch while her bed was smoothed
for her. Her conversation now became still more
heavenly ; aud though she indecd (elt it a trial to part
from lifc 80 young aud with such prospects of happi-
pess belore her, and (rom him too the object of her
warmest carthly affecticn, yet she was cnabled to
epcak with gicat composure on the subject of the ap-
proaching change, and thouzh at times a tear was
secen to steal from her, sull she seemed rather to
eomfort those around her than to necd their support.
A day or two before her death, while her husband and
slster were sitting by her bed side, he was reading
somc passages 1o her from a favourite auther ; -she
said, “ O yes, man’s words may be very gocd, hut ]
would wish you would read me oscasionally a verse
or tivo of the Biblc, for a!! otfier books appear to me
cold and lifoless compared to that.”—Her rcquest
was complied with, and from that time till her death,
the onc or the ather from time to time reud to her o
few scnlendes from the word of God suited to her
state ; and swectly refreshing to her eoul did she find
them.  The last day of the month now dawned on
her, and it was deelined to be her last day on carth.
The night preceding it hud huen a feverish and a rest.
less one.—At six o’clotk in the morning she request-
ed the opportunity of engaging in family worship, and
pointed out the hymn she wished to be sung ; it was
that suweet one of Watts’, found in all selections, be-

.gloning, :
Father of peaee, ond Gcd cf love,
"~ We dwn thy power 10 save }
That power by which our Shepherd reia

- Yietorious o’er the grave.

Bhe tried 10 joln in singing it, and succecded, but
i a volce scarccly audible.” It was her Jast song
on carth. About ninc she apked her hushand to proy
for her, and on_ his concluding it she said, Rober(,
reise tre up a little, whicl} being dene,

4 Gently she dricd her husband’s falling tears,

And dresthed ber spirit forth apon his breast.?

1 think it better to draw a' veil over the gilel of her.
urents, her sister, and cspecially. his sorrow who had
cen for » little ime her happy busband, than to at-

tempt any doscription of it. _ Those only who have
been placed in similar etreumstances can cq_;n_p_rg:hpnd
their feelings, and to them descriprion is _innecessar
ry. Timcmoderated their sorrow, while religion, that
lovely matron, that kind nursing mother, enab léd them
(o rejoice in the lively hope of that blissful ‘mceting
which awaits them in a.world where sorrow is un-
known. Herhusband stit remains a widower for
her sake who had been so dear to him, culmly»e!)c-
vishing her remembrance, and carcfully preserving
every thing in which she took pleasure.  Dear to
him in lilc—in death she is net forgotten——but

** 1ie bends not o’cr the ashes of the dead,
Where Joveliness and grace in ruins lie ;

In surc and certain hope he lifts his head,
And faith presents her in her navive sky.”

From this affecting incident should not we Jearn
the necessity of endeavouring that the intimate con-
nectioos whith we form in thia life have a stronger
bond to cement them than mere earthly love, which,
however sweel it may be, ccols with advancing years,
and ‘passes uway in death, nay, which the more ar-
doud it has been, if it have nothing clsc associated with
it, makes the angulsh of parting more bitter, and the
gricl of the survivor more severc. Let us seck to
have our unions sanctified by religion, then there
will be a bond of attzachment which death cannot
disscver, and » blissful future meeting without a se.
paratione-=Then while w¢ may be called to waler
with our tears the graves ¢f our best loved ones, we
shall do so im the exercise of a blesscd hepe that ina
few short years weyshall meet them aguin, and find
them more amiable, more lovely, mure worthy of
ourjove than ever they could have been here below.

Y.t marricd persons cndeavour to cherish in heir
own breasts, and excile in cach other still deeper
feelings of religicn, This will give delightfulness to
their union while it continues, and will increase their
attachment to ench other when the ardency of first
love has cooled down into feelings cf the surest friend-
ship. : L
In a word, let us alt {earn thile cur carthly unions
are continued, 1o live as thosc. who know that
death will interrupt them ; let us be carclul to guaxd
against their ensnaring influence, st they sical our
hearts from Ged, ard for our punishmeut Ged remeve
{rom us the ido! to which we had giv¢n that place in
our affections Which he claims as his alene, ard, oh
lct us bear constantly impresscd en cur memory the
soleron Warning ‘of the’ apostle,—* The time is short ;
it remaineth therefere that boih they that have wives
be as though they had none, and they thut weep bs
though they wept not, and they that rejeice as thcugh
they rejoiccd not, and they that buy us though'ihey
posscsscd not, and they that nse this werld a3 not a-
buosing it, for the fashion of ihis world passeth away.”

YOUTH’S DEPARTMENT.

THE PIOUS BOY AND HIS NURSE.

An exlreci from the Rev. Dr. Reed’s history of @
Little boy, who died about 1% years of age.

Tue following is an account of his attempt to
assist a poor widew who was sent (o take care of
him on bis sick bed. The boy’s name was Rolly
Plumbe, .

% He soon learned (hat his narse was not only
poor, but ignovant and nnhappy ; that she was so
iznorant asnet to have a bible, and so unhappy as
fo have a édisohedient and ungrateful son- 'Rolls
immediately set himself to cure a part of this evil.
He : pplied to his mamma, and requested that she
would purchase a bible with bis-pocket money.

.She readily did as he wished; and when the bi-

ble was received, he inquired of her whether she
thought, a» he was so young, and the nurse so
old, there would be any thing wrong In his offcr-
ing to pray with her when he gave it. - His mam-
ma remnoved his fears.on that subject, In the
evening of the day he begged that the nurse might
be sent up stairs to him.. On her entering fhe
10om, he requested her to close the door.  She
came to his bedside, and inqnired, what he pleas-
ed to want. - . 2 :
1 wish,” seid Rolls, € to speak with yoy.

"I T wish to pregent yon with the bible. "I have

found it to be a very precious book 10 my soul ;
its promises have been my support on a” hed of
sickners.  You and I are fast guing to an eternal
world 5 and this book alone can show us the way
to-hezaven. . I was very anxious that you might
have it; sndif you read it, with the help of God’s
Spirit, it.will muke ‘you wise to salvation.”

The peor womzn was astonished aud over-

come. . .

i e T e e
.. ¢ And how,” #aid he 1o his nurse, * will yor
promise’me to keep this book for my sake 1

« O yes, that 1 will,” she said. ‘

« And will yon promise me to go {6 & place of
worship o8 often a8 yot can P .
o Yes, I will,” she said again, with emotion.
« And [ have one more thing to ask you, Will
you permit me to pray with you "> .

"The peor woman was in a humdtr {d campl¥
with any thing ; but this request a little confus-
ed her. She hardly knew what he meant by
praying wilh her. She <could not think he was
capable of it, cither with a book or without ene
atid she did not know whether to stand or kneel,
or what. However the child soon sct her right
and removed 'her doubts and difficulties, by mos
destly begging her to kneel down. .

She kneeled down at his side. e lifted up
his fechle voice to heaven, ahd wept and prayed
for her ; and he prayed also for her son in a most
affectionate and suitable manner, implering those
things for cach of them wrich they seemed most
to necd. : :

The nurse, as youn will suppose, wasg very much
affected ; and, though shie had lived till now with
out prayer, thete is reason to hope that she offer-
cd sincere prayer to God. But sti!l she was as
much rstunished as she was softecned. When she
found that the prayers offered were all about her-
selly and her son ; and when she sew .that Rolls
had no kook, and that he needed none, she counld
not understand it. She spoke of him.rather as a
littlé angel than a little child. And then again,
when she felt all thisawe and reverence for:him,
and considered that he was the very. poor: sick
child that she helped i liis weakness, and ¢arriv
ed in herarms, she was puzzled afresh, and could
wot understand it! We need not, howeves, won«
der at this, for many heiter informed persons
would, at Jeast, have been surpriséd at obscrving
the conduct of this remarkable child, - ¢

" Rolls, withoit “any wender on his -part, but
with much simpli¢ity and-modesty, continued his
sttention to this widew end her son, and, there
was, reasonao hope, not without benefit.”

RELIGIOGS INTELLIGENCE.

From the Correspondent of ihé N. Y. Ubserver.

FOREIGN MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCB.'
T BosTox, Febd. 6, 1843.

Messrs. EmTonrs,— At the Monthly Concert
af Park strect Jast evening, we had news from
alniost all the world, beginning with .

Wrstenn Arnica.—Rev. J. L. Wilson writes
from the new station atthe Galoon iiver, July
26, that all things indicate 2 pomising field of
tabor. The water was goad, the climate healthy
for that part of the world, his own { eaith “wnim-
paited, after a residence there of six weeks, and
the natives eivil and friendly. e had'a "school
of 15 boys, and the youne men were impatient
for hin to open a school for them. The language
proved to be radically different from any that
he had hefore known.” This missicn, your read=
ers will remember, is situsted *but'a few miles
north of the equator, 7U0 or 840 miles in rdvance
of other missions, and on 2 part of the coast known
Onlg to a few traders. o -

Syria.—Mr. Whiting writes-from  Jerosalem,
Sept. 29, expressing the opinion’that the mise
sion of Biskop Alexander will not interfere with
ours. That mission is to the Jews; and ifit
was al first expected to opesaic on the “various
Christizn gects, that hepe mnst have been cffec-
tually extinguished by this time. Tliose sccts
indeed received the Lishop “very couiteously on
his arrival ; but their sulsequent conduet shows
that there is no prospact of a cordial’co-operation
between him and-them.. They know that, not-
withstending the Episcopal forms, his Protestan=
tism is essentially different from their “religion 3
and he, on the other hand, is no Puseyite, an
will make no compromise with the coriptions of
the Greek and other Oriental churches.
whele deportment towards our mission has been
maiked by kindoess and wibanity, =~

Greeck.—Dr. King, writing from Athens,Nov.
30, mentions an exiraordinary miortalify amon,
the Greek Bishops. Six orseven of them have dieﬁ
within three or four months, and another is said
to be dangerously sick. * Dr. King continues to
preach,as usual, without disturkance ; and is more
than usually encouragéd with his' prospects of
uselulness. ™ - - S




