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With regard to the production of nervous matter, which animals alone can
form, we see, from its composition, intermediate between that of albumen and
fat, that it may be formed, either by depriving albuminous of some azotized pro-
duct, or by adding to fat an azotised compound. Where it is formed we do not
know, but it must be formed in the animal body; and Liebig has suggested, that
the power of the vegetable alkalies to effect the nervous system may be owing
to their composition, which approches nearer to that of nervous matter than any
other compounds. These alkalies may promote or check the formation of ner-
vous matter, and thus produce their peculiar effects.

These observations tend to show, that we may expect in progress of tine tO
explain a large class of phenoniena connectedwith animal life on chemical principles.
We cannot do so yet, notwithstanding the plainness of the views, propounded by
Liebig. le may have opened up the true path, but it is for experimenters to
pursue it with researchi and perseverence, in order to confirm.i or refute his views.
As yet, philosophers arc by no moans agree as to the circumstances which re-
gulate the process of diges.tioni some wouild ascribe or ignorance of it on ac-
count of the intricacy cf tlie subjcct, the obscurity which atteds it, and the
deficiency of observation as to the true nature of the proce ssT; whitl others regard
the process as simple, r tferring the preparation of tlic food i the stomach to the
resence of an acid in that organ, whichî diolvs the food, and nables it to

enter as a consituent of the circulating uids of tie ajimlo syer. The acid
which affects this important oblect is tlie hydr,-chliorie acid, which ti v consler
to have been satisfactorily proved to be present-during the period when tiod exists
il the stomaeh ; and they conceive they can imnitate the process of animal diges-
tion in glass, or otl;cr vocss of ti body, simply by exposing cnimal and 'vege-
table food to th e iufiLeLe o ilie :-, . T2 e sj et i: not a very simple in
nature as it would o belia when cndiued in a g e lThre are indi-
cations, no doubt, of the direction in which we ar to search for a solution of the
difficultiC of the subject, but we are still at a great di tance fronm the elucidation
of the precise manner in which annimasL digest their food.
" There cannot be a doubt, a Dr. R. 1. Tionsom oberves c" tat if wc under-

stood the nature of the proaecs by whih the fool which we swallow is converted
into living flesi, important results would follow in reference to thc preservation
of the heoalth of animal,, and the treatmncit (f the deselases. If we were properly
acquainted with every tran4ormation though which the Constits of the food
pass, after it has been masticated, until it is finally renovfc- rom tie rystem, it
is clear that, iu case the stomach is unable to perfrim i- aceustomud fuetions,
the assistanca of art oglit to be callecd in to asist di-e.stion." If Dr Thomson,
who has experimented so largely on the suflject fees any difliculty in it, it must
indeed be difficult. lis own researches where cocted with aview to arriviig at
a practical result--namely thle comparative effects of certain given articles of f-
on the fattening or secreting power of animals ; and these seem to demonstrate
that the fat of animals cannot Le proluced from the oil of the food, but mst be
evolved fromn the calorifiant or lieat-forming- portion of the animal cssen'aiy as-
sisted by its nitrogenous niaterials. By following out this principle, lce been
enable to deteet one important relation, existir·g betwecn the nutritive
and colorifiant portion of the food, upon the detersa ton of which, for the va-
rious conditions of animals, lie considers the laws ot animal dieting depend. lie
eudeavoured to apply the law to various articles of human food, and lie trusts that
the basis has been laid for future researches, which mnay be directed to adminis-
ter to the health and comfort of ntikind, and of the demcsticated animals. u
conducting the experiments upon cattle, lie found not only his habitual acquain-
tance with animals, but also his medical knowledge, in continual requisition, il
.consequence of the tendency of the varied condition of the animal rysten, fro%
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