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hundred pounds currency be employed undar tho direction of
Commissioners to encourage and. aid Josseph Bouchette,
Esquire, to publish the Topographical and (feographical Maps
of the Provinee.” - o ' '

In the summer following, Mr. Bouchkeite proceded to Eng-
gland, and commenced the publication of those splendid maps
and works which bear his name, and which, even at this dis-
tance of time, and in gpite of the vast progress of the country,
are still referred to as standard authorities. But the fact is,
donbt was never thrown on the value of Mr, Bouchette's
works, their great utility here, and the credit taey reflected on
Canada in England has never been ealled in question. Bnt
they were published by Mr. Bouchette, acting on the faith of
the resolution just quoted, and, as it turned out, at a ruinous
loss {0 him. The following session, 1515, he received an ap-
propriation of £500 as the work was progressing, and surely
he had a right to suppose, as everybody clse must naturally
have believed, that this payment was made on account of the
vote of £1,500 sanctioned, though not passed, the year pre-
vious, He continued to prosecute the work so creditable to
his geniug, and so hononmble to Canada, until he brought it
to a successful issue; but, a5 we have said, at 8 vast dmin on
his private means. He thereforeapplied to the Legislature for
what everybody would be disposed to call the « balanee due.”
On March 4, 1819, the commitiee to whom his petition was
referred, reported that they found he had executed the maps,
&e., ~tunder the patronage of the Legislature,” and that he
was entitled to be reimbursed for ¢ a part of his loss.™  An-
other report, the following vear, acknowledges the obligation
of the Legislature in the premises, but still no sction was
taken. In the session of 1819, 15th March, a Special Com-
mittecof theHouse of Assembly reported, at considerable lenyth,
ou Mr. Bouchette's petition, admitting his claim, but recom-
mending that instead of the money recompense mentioned in
the resolution of 1814, Mr. Bouchette should receive a grant
of Crown Lands. On the 17th April following, an address was
passed to the Governor, praying that such prant shonld be
made. The mater appears o have rested there until 1821,
when, on the 28th February. the following message was re-
ceived by the Legislature :

- Dainorsiz, GovesNor."”

* The Governor-in-Chief calls the attention of the House
ol Assembly to the importance of the Geographical and
‘* Topographical Maps, made by Joseph Bouchctte, Esquire,
sisurveyor-General, who states to have sustained a considers
-+ able loss in publizshing them.

= The Governor-in-Chief ixaf opinion that Mr. Bouchetie's |

“elaim s just and reasonable, but does not approve of remun.
‘- erating him by & grant of land as was proposed by the ad.
“ddress of the Assembly of the 17th April, 1319 The
¢ Governor-in-Chief thereiore fruste the Hous of Assembly will
enalle Aven ro tiest thad claim”

It response to this message the committee to whom it was
referresd, promptly reported that Mr. Bouckette should receive

b . s TN :
the sum of £1000, “as well to indemnify him for the losses he |

#* hath sustained in the publication of his maps, as to en-

< courage talent and useful undertaking in the Province.” On |

the 14th February, 1827, 8 Special Committee of the House
made a similar report, recommending the payment of the sum
named.  Yet the Government refured to make the appropria-
tion, and Mr, Bouchette was acinally cheated out of his
“wagres.” It i needless 10 follow the subject further: the
Legislature promized Mr. Bouchette £1,500 fora certain work -
ke performed that work 1o the entire satisfaciion of all con-
cerned, yet Le only received £300. The remaining £1000 isa
debt due since 1815, and ought now to be paid, principal and
interest, 1o his heirs.  On this point, we think, there is no
rooem for dizcussion,

In spite of all difficulties, Mr. Bouchett: got vut his works,
which were dedicated, hy speeial permission, to His Most
Gracions Majest King William TV; and to this day thes en-
durc as 4 monument of his genins, and a most convenient and
reliable authority for reference.  Mr Boucheite continued t
hold the office of Surveyor-General of Lower Canada until the
Uniow, and died in Montresl, April 9, 1841, in the 67th vear
of bis age, and'was buri=d in the chureh of Notr: Dame. Ax Mr.
Fepnings Taylor says : % Among the peaceful dead whe sleep
 beneath the pavement shere the living worship, there are
“few to whom Capada is more indebted for valuable and
¥ meritorivus services than the gifted subject of our sketch
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OUR CHRISTMAS NUMBER.

Next wevk we purpose presenting to our subscribers a
DOUBLE NUMgrER containing three or four original Christmas
tales by Canadian writers, and a profuse display of artistic
‘pictures, grave and gay, after the best masters, suitably to the

season, New subseribers for next year will be supplied, on |
request, with the December numbers of the News, including

the Christmas number, free of charge ; and next month, &«
handsome presentation plate will be aldded,  The present is.
therefore, a very favourable opportunity for subseribing, and
we appeal with confidence to onr friends throughaont the
country io sid us in extending the circulation of the News.
After one years experience, Mr, Desbarats, the proprietor and
publisher of the Canadian. [Uustrated News, has the utmost
confidencs in iis permaneni vstablishment as one among the
many institntions of our young and rising conntry ; but to
give bis hopes the carly teturns they deserve, it seems proper
that the many friends of ‘the paper in all parts of the conntry
shauld, at this zeason, make an extra ¢ffort to extend its cir-
culation. Poth in ilfustration and better-press it is intended

© to make the News still more attractive than it has been here-

tofore ; and we are glad to be able to assure our readers that
the very largely incrensed patronage which we have  received

within the past four or five months, not only warrants us in

making the pledge; but will very much encourage us to redeem
it, to the full Ietter of the bond.

Moxrreay, 15th December, 1870.

‘ the genial, the gallant, the enthusiastic Lieut -Col. Joseph °

'GALENDAR FOR THE WEEK ENDING SATURDAY,
|  DECEMBER 34, 1870,

Dec. 18.——Fourth Sunday in Advent. Lonl Elgin's

Suxpar,
Adwinistration closed, 1884,

Moxnpar, ¢ 19.~-Pitt, first Premier, 1783.  Fort Niagura

: captured, 1813, .

Toxspay, Y 20,~Gray born, 1716, Hon. Juhn Sandtield
Macdonald born, 1812,

Wepsespay, ¢ 2L —S8t. Thomas, Ap. & M.

Tuerspay, ¢ 22, —Pilgrims landed at P]y:m»u!._ln, 1620,

Fripar, 4 23.~Newion boru, 1642, Abdication of Jumes
Il., 1688.

SATCRDAY, ¢

24, —~—Peace of Ghent, 1814,
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which Canadians have any particular reason to be grati
tied. It is not alone that the DProesident affirms the Mon
roe doctrine in its integrity, and suggests sovernl schemes
for giving it practical effect in various directions; not
alone that he predicts - in the natural course of events'
the supreme dominion of the Republic over the whole
Continent and the islands adjacent, for with these pre.

us. But when the President assails the Canadisn Govern
ment for two acts of purely internal peliey, with neither
of which has he or his tiovernment any more to do than
with the police regulations of London or St. Petorsburg,
1 it looks as if he had resolved to force a quarrel upon us,
1 or at least to make an oceasion which might be used at
i any future day.
{ President’'s Message is written for luncomlbe, and how

i much as an earnest exposition of n policy firmly resolved
{upon. But of this much we may be certain, that American
- demands will go the full length of British concessions, so
! that sooner or later the questions between the two coun.

! tries will have to be met in some other mods than by the

‘ mere terporising which for che past four or five vears has
been such a notabla feature in the diplomatic intercourse
i between them.

i [t was supposed that the illustrious General Ben, F.
: Butler had gained the ear of President Grant, and hence
i his threatening attitude towards Canada.  But apporently
: Mr. Grant was only trying ta steal some of Butler's thun-
der, for the last-uamed gentleman is now announced us a
{ candidate for the Presidency on the -+ Alabama’ claims
' platform, strengthened by a Canada annexation plank,
“and possibly by another favouring the absorption of
'+ Mexico.”"  To the active politicians, the wire-pullers
Ennd partymen, it must be confessed that Butler's pro-
i gramme bas several features o commend it. The - Ala
bama’ claims have been s standing grievance for seversl
cvears; and the rumoured project of Englanid’s =euding
* Mr. JJohn Bright to Washington to settle thise and other
" matters in dispute, ix not likely 1o be productive of satis.
f factory resulis. A statesman Mr. Bright may be, hut there
“is very little reason to believe that he would make s suc.
L cessful diplomatist, especially when desling with the
! American Government, which, whatever mny bhe its short.

: comings in other respects, has always been able 1o outwit !

' England in treaty negociations. There is little hope that
;nny initiatory steps taken by England towards bringing
{ about a settlement will lead to a satisfactory result; for
: American politicians have a personal interestin the preser.

‘ vation of such live issues, and the danger is that ¢ach ,

| party in trying to outbid the other for the popular favour
. may commit the Republic to a course which, though all
gpart‘ies might deplore, none of them would be strong
{ enough to change.

A noticeable feature in the President’s Message is the
. tone of reproach in which he speaks of Canada, both with
| respect to the fisheries and the navigation of the St. Law-.
rence. On the former subject it is quite likely that a
i mistake was made by Canada in fuiling to enforce its full
rights when the Reciprocity Treaty was abrogated ; but
Lits title was promptly ussorted to the fisheries, und the
. Americans were invited to share in them npon terms
! which were certainly far from burthensome, which were
. in fact searcely just to our own people when the American
tariff’ was taken into the account. The other grievance,
" that of the navigation of the St. Lawrence, is purely senti-
- mental. Canada claims only the right to her own canals,
i and has never refused  the passage of an Amorican vesssl
, through them. [t iz to the interest of this country thai
" the trade of its canals be as lnrge as possible, and though
i} cannot be expected to abandon its right Lo its own pro-
i perty, noreven to conceal its knowledge of the advantage
i which the use of it may be to its neighbours, still there
i15 no danger that any foolish policy will be ndopted,
whereby only mutual injury would be inflicted.

Tue policy foreshadowed in President Grant's Message, |
the substance of which we gave last week, is not one with

dictions we have lonyg liean familiar, snd, to say the most
of them. they have ceased either to astonish or frighten

It is difficult to judge how much of a

14 doos niot scem, however, that Prosident Grayy, is dlu
posod to recommond an oqurlly liberul course, ‘In l'ne;
ho argucs that unless the Conadian * pretension o
the enjoyment of hor own property) is surrende
the existing bonding regulations for the transi
able goods through the United Statos to Canady shonld
bo abolished. This would be n great inconvenigne,
undoubtedly ; andto certnin important enterprises \’1)x:

heavy loss. But it would be n far groater blow it Portlang
andd somo otherof the Atlanticcities of the Republio than
to any portion of Canada. Evennow it is to by remembareg
; that thix country possessossovaral ser-ports open througl,.
‘out the year; and that the means of communieation
between them and the most inland poinw will #00n e
ample. Every day, therefore, lessens the danger 1o 1,
feared from tho threatened policy of President Grayy in
this particular, and it is to be hoped that time will 1, at
| least equally eflicacious in proving its folly.

red, theq
t of duy.

’ .
Tho Cang.
disan authoritios have had the merit of MOving very

slowly in the matter of the fisheries, and of not evey
moving av all regarding the navigation of the &, L.
i rence.  Four years have passed sinco the sbrogation 1y
“the United Statex of the Reciprocity Treaty, By that ag
x they forfeited the privileges whicl, for eloven yours pre.
i viously, their fishermen had enjoyed in our waters vela
. petty license, which Amwerican fishermon disroganied, ws
“all that Canada sought to impose in livu of the eontiny
“ance of these privileges, and iU was not Gl this year thoy
were withheld.
Government took na step in this ynportant matter wirh
out being advised by the lmperial authorives; wnd that
oven jni the interpretation of the regulationa the urnins

te 1s also wall Kuown that the Dominion

Hbweprality has boeen shewn to the Americans,

In the fuce of these facts it difficult to believs (y
“the President was Joing more than speaking at his parny
when he spoke of Capmada, bue 0 Gen, Butlor goes inw
the market against him, and each tries to outlad the
Cother in antd-Cansdian threats, 1t s notJdittiealn to Lelioye
that i somewhst unpleasant atato of feeling might be ox
o long, however, as President Grant adheros w
his pledge of ~whonest and fair dealing,” there iy nothing
1o fear from hin, and s for Gen. Butler, there is vots
long way between him and the Presidentinl chsie s
has no hope of 4 nomination except from the Hepubhigaus,
and they will hardly pat him {forward s their standand
BORTET.
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;l’l'lbl’ WAR NEWS,

The eperatives during the week have been slight, and up to
the tme we 7o 80 press there has et Do newa of any serios
vrigagement. It wosld appesr from o recent despatohes
that the Jdefeat of the army of the Toire wis complets, Gon
de Paladines's army of It 000 men was utterly routed and
compelted o retrest apon Toore, Teaving o the hands o th
Prussians Vogpon prisonees asd 77 pleces of artilery. The
Pruxsians are marching in the GBiveckion of 1leis, with thie 1.
tention of snervunding Tonr< and alreisdy the Guzafe bas ane
nouticed the removal of the Goeveriiment to Bordeaun, Yol
entirely ignoting these plain facts, M, Lean Gambdaotta, in ac-
cordance with hts usanl policy of witholding the truth, has
is<iterdl the following clreular (4 The sitzaton of $le amey s
goid.  Heavy reinforcements of artillery are areiving, and the
forward movement will soon ho resutoed, The opposition an
attempting the cireulation of false runours 1o disconmes and
demomlized but their assertions may be confidentiy denied,
After their defeat the ammpy of the Loire maved stong the 1ot
bank of that river in opder to mect the artny of the Hat,

a0000 strong. The two will then combine amd manh upn
* Fontainebleau,  During the retreat the rear goand swas oo
siderally harsssed by the Prussinns, whe atiacked inforee on
s the 6th, and comprliled them to hazten the retreat.  Gnothe
Mollewing day, Wednesday, the Tth Prussinn division mt:n‘k-_:«!
¢ the French near Moung, and Lesi them after a sharp fight in
f which they captured 268 prisoners, ope gun and o mitenilonse,
COn the Sththe Duke of Mecklemburg defeated the 3rd Fronch
Carmy corps in the same neighbourhéod, and ngain on the Wit
! Within Pars mmatters remain in sfafu Gu, Direrot and Trochn
- are both outside the walls, and it is said that preparations are
{ being made (or a grand sortie.  Ducrot's army occupy o posi-
ftion between Mealy, Creteil and Chnrenton, protected by the
Pguns of Fort Charenton,

¢ In thenorth Manteutfel has been pushing forward to Havee
twith a view to occupying the eity, inorder to be able to obtain
! provisions by sen. . Late reports state that the rumour is rifioat
to the effect that the seaport has nlready been cecupled, 19
the south weat the ginge of Belfort is progressing vigourously.
The Prusslans attempted to storm the place, but werae driven
ull with great slaughter, one regiment belng entirely cut to
pieces in the attempt,

There iave been reports of negotiations pending for an ar-
mistice, but these have Lbecn contradicted by Gambotta, Some
other members of the Governmment who are violently opposs
to him and anxlous to conclude the war, huve been, it is troe,
allempting to make negotintions, but discovering the s.a:h-'-,me'
Ginmbetta threatened them with areest, when they promised to
abandon the undertaking.

THE RIGE RATLWAY BRIDGE,

One of the geandest trivmphy of mechanieal skill over ehro-
nicled in the snnals of engineering hing bocen schieved daring
the past yenr in Switzerland  Some three or four years #go
three engineers of Znrich couceived the iden of construocting #
milway up the rocky wides of the Rigi-Culbm, for the purpose
of couveying tourists to the rummit of the mountain, 53001
above the level of the sea.  The idea cortainly wog not o new
one among the sclentific community, for it had already been
atarted by Mr. Marsl, of Chicago, the originator of the MUIH{t
Wushington rallway, and already in 1866, about the time




