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- Cormpassion and terror combined for Phédre:;
~unmingled: sympathy-or: ‘pity-for “Frou.Frou,

But - what: should. . be: claimed for: Adrienne
;Floriously interpreted by “Jarah

should say deep  veneration, the
highest admiration, and the deepest -commisera:
I'saw Rachael in this character more than
I do_ not: know whether my
susceptibilities- were keener or blunterahen 1
was'n young man than they are now’; but thirty
years since | used to sce n play almost every
night in my life, and of Jate years 1 have not
been inside o theatre, on an average, once. in
Still 1 have a  tolerably ‘good
‘memory, and ¢an remember all. the intonations
and the gestures of Rachael Felix in Andromaque,
Phedre, in  Camille, and especially . in
.1 have even:heard . her
“sing, or rather recite, in a weird monotone the
Fliked her best
. when ‘she’ was uwful,” majestic, passionate, ter-
No ‘drapery become her so well as the
Her arms  should
always have beenw bare, so grand did they look,
uplifted in vehement expostulation, in fierce de-
Rut feelings of
soft aud tender sorrow she (in mysel{ at least):
rarely excited. © Hers was not pre-eminently the
-gift (us it was that of Coleridge’s Genevidve) to

Lecouvreur
Bernliardt ?

tion.
thirty years ago.,

thres months.

in
Adrienne Lecouvreur.
words of *‘ La Marseillaise,”
rible.
stoln. and ~the peplum.

nunciation, in agonized despair.

make those who loved her griove.

But Sarab Bernhardt in Adrienne makes you
indignation at
the cruel wrongs to which she ig subject-
The people surrounding Frou-Frou are
Her father is a
ibertine, who' ton lite ‘atones for
the evil example which he has set his dnughter,
by making an amende undeninbly pathetic, but
A more despicable
personnge than her lover it wonld bediflicnlt to
conceive ; and her hushiand, albeit gallant and
““ Adrienne
is, on the ather hand, a very strong
drama ; and the characters brought in contact
with the herome are vivid, and admirably con-

The pathos of the bonkemme Michon-

grieve,  and -withal “rage .in

ed.
mainly. very contemptible,
warthless

as undeniably ‘“ stagey."

honourable, is as weak as water,
facouvrour”

trasted.

net, the theatrical régisenr, is not’ foreed

Madrice de Saxe may de dissiputed, but he is
not aheartless and dishonourable proflignte ; the
Ablé de Chazenil is certainly Machiavellian, but
hie is not mean; -aud Adrienne’s implacable
rival, the Princesse de Bowillon, is about as
wicked as she can well be, but she is not despi-

With the exception of good old Michon-
net and the amorous yet noble-minded Maurice
de Saxe, you  simply hate all these people,
powdered, starred, buttoned, hoopod, and  silk-
stockinged, conspiring and intrigning  against
artist, the true and loving
She stands there, like a lighthouse,
lashed by the fierce waves of  calumny and
The fabric is as frail as the. first
Edddystone ; it gdes down at last with a crash,
and disappenrs in the deep for ever ; but the fxl]

cable.

the - illustrious
Womian,

treachery,

is splendid and the catastrophe sublime.

I eonfess that I admire Madame Sarah Bern-
It seems to we
that she throws into it every one of the host of
rare and nable yualities with which she.is en-
dowed-—tenderness, alternately ¢hildishly eajol-
ing, fascinating, passionate, {olen‘ding. and sub-
ta anger she is for

a moment terrible as a pythoness on her tripod
but fury soon subsides, and the atfectionate,
single-minded, docile ereature—the very woman
Her unmerited suf.
ferings, her. immeasurable love for a dissolute
but wholly “bad. man, her heroic self-sacrifice,
her almost angalie resignation, her combut with
death, her final submission to. the inevitable-—
all  these,” with voice, and eye, and pose, and
mien, and with a thousanml delicate touches, she
cexpresses in a manner and with an eloguence
not _atiainable. by any other’ living  artress.
Frowm first to last, the skill of the accomplished
artist - is “thoroughly felt, though . wisely ka{:t

hardt in Adrienne Lecouvreur,

missive. - When she is rouss

—once more, predominates,

latent.. But all ‘this artistic skill only su

serves and ministers to the evolution: of ‘the
artist’s greater possession—that of a thoroughly

heartful, sympathetic aud womanly pature.

THE LAND QOESTION.

What is the *land question,’’:which  scems
Just now to lie at the root of every seriots home-

. trouble and to form the staple ‘topic of ‘conver-
- sation 1.1t eannot be said to lie-in a nutshell,
for it" has outgrown all:rfeasouable proportions
rout branches ‘and: tendrilsin “every
stion i but-the central germ of discord and
difliculty is recognisable in its simplicity still,
The innermost and underlying facts are these,
From the time when the first wandering tribe
‘a particular spot, and the first settler
encronched, orthreatened to_encroach, on his | i
neighbour’s. territory, .land- has been held by
openly displayed.
€y
~The leader. of Isreal parcelled

by sendin
direction

settled on

force—first, the force of aru
“orused, or the
. aTs . on paper; :
“-out the promised land among the people, and

force of law, which is; ns it we

~~nmidst the tenrs.of a whole audience. The’ ap-
peal iy irresistible. . Poor little woman !™ Poor

or 'covelousness of the peeple: This is the
essenice of the question, apd has been~so_ever

since: the .world  was : populated. -"Possession

‘without disturbance creates a right,” which is of
value in-direet proportion to the length of time
it has been noaintained.  There is not ounly rea-

sonable presumption: - that the representative -of
o family which has held u"mrticulnr plot of land .
during a long period, perhaps stretehing back
‘heyond the date of any deed or register extant,

is the true propriegor—so far as any mau can be

a_proprietor of what is longer-lived than him-

self, and in which therefore he can‘have only a
life-interest—but there is also an aysumption.
that a settlement of long persistence creates an
inalienable right. ‘This will appear on a little

reflection. )

Now -it iy at first sight startling te find that
the disputes and discussions of to-day are all
about the old question, just as they might have
been thousands of years ago. - The question has,’
as we said at the outset, grown complicated, but
it is the same in principle ; and the compliea-
tions which have arisen are, in fact, nothing
more than the graftings of questions arising out
of personal and-family and clasy *“ interests” on

the old stack diflienlties,  Thus in Ireland the
peasantry are trying to assert what they suppose
to be their rights as the settlers on Jand origin-
ally allotted to their families, and as the ser-
vants or descendants of lords of the soil long
since forgotten. 'They take their stand on the
doctrine that whoever gave themn the privilege
of living upon and using the soil created an in-
alisnable nght for them, and that, however,.the
first Jords of the Jand may have lost, or sold, or
been deprived of their property, it must have
been charged with their interest in it and sub-
ject to their tenancy when it passed into other
hauds. Itis uvothing to the advoeate of this
view of the wmatter that, while on the one hand,

it makes the tenant a serf to be transferred with
the soil, it is assumed to give him a right of use
and possession more permanent than that of the
“Jandlord” himself. Stripped of all the tech-
nical and political jargon of controversy, this is
the Irish *“land questinn’-—Is the tenant or
settler on the land to be held to have an in-
defeasible right of possession ?

In a country where leases and documentary
bonds have been little used, beeause the people
were too ignorant to understand their vilue,
everything now turns upon *‘ custom,” and the
enstom-—~that is the value set upon thé tenants’
right—has been different in the scveral provin.
ces. In some districts where the conquerer's
foot has beew planied on the land distributed
within comparatively recent time, the custom
is clearly formulated.  If a tenant is displaced,
he must have a certain notiee and compensation
on a fixed seale.  1n those parts of the island in
which no modern gettlement has been made, the
whole question rests on . tradition, and it is
difficult. to find  precedents to determine the
cage. - The Irish Land Act of recent date recog-
nizes the right of the tenant to be compensated
for disturbance. lt. therefore recognizes the
right he ¢laims ; and, inasinuch as this' right
to the tenant at least, appedars to be one wholly
iundependent of -the payment of rent, he is not
prepared to-accept the law in its full working.
Hix aneesters did not pay - rent’; they did ser-
viee. . He is quite prepared to do the sume ser-
vice, which chiefly. congisted 'in - breaking the
heads of the dependants “of any neighbouring
landlord with whom his own chief-or lord chose
to quarrel ; hut he will not pay Tent. In old
times the service rendered by the tenantry to

'

ege of Jiving upon a little plot of bog-land and
feeding on its seanty produce. A repressive re-
ligious system has kept the Irish people back.
Unlike the peasantry of Scotland and Wales,
they have been left behind ; and now this.in.
tellectually-stunted mie occupies the anomalous
position of being only able 1o rendera tribute
for théir land which is of no present value, and
of being "wholly unable to wrest a’livelihood
ont of the land to which they cling.. .We are
not Protestantin the sense of being opposed to
Roman Catholicism as an ecelcsiasticx\l system 3
but, ns a social system, as- a paralyzing, cner-
vating, repressing system, antagounistic to the
growth - and prosperity as to the energy and

common sense and truthfulness, denounce the
grip of the Papal system. on ‘lreland; on the
people of a country: which,  but- for  the burden
of -its own Church, . would ‘have lLeen ‘happy,
contented, and free; : L

of short.sighted agitators. and pretended -politi-
enl econontists who seem ‘to be ignorant of the
first principles - of ‘the: sciende . of ‘which- they
prate—eclamouring for - the  destruction of the
very system that the Irish peopld ave striving
to  nphold, or rther to renew.
want to get rid of the entail which keeps land
n.a fawmily and- makes it pass from father to

that, if the land of England conld  bo brought

lefr by will to theirsons. " The:laws of Kugland

rs”to  till ‘and. plant and. .sow. - T
ostroy it or take it.away, bu

a8:al86 8o far theirs;:
1 | v. . 1f'n man coveted h
bour's vineynrd; and was not. a king't
tho:death’of the presont holder, he'l

. o t: might
appropriate; its fruit -for. their sus;

d as - proporty - andsold
is meigh.:

d-to:buy.
of him. " The natural order of ‘evenis was for.
043 a8 proporty. from fatherto: son:
1t Tose up sprang {rom the poverty

1 are only really: burdensome: or: emb
they may complicate ‘the process ¢
an eutnii and. of:transferring: land, ik
praperty, by sale’ W have:practically.
fI the Inst vestige of the se
land ; and no man;claims or.
right-in‘land than:he woul
amely,” the’ right

hich

somotimes press heavily on an’ eldest son or:

‘ereditors. . He canuot éél"l his pro

8 'fixed proportion’ of its rent-value, ‘and subject

their lords was a valuable set-off for the privil-

freedom of a nation, we must, -in the name of

“In England the people are under the direction”

The - English-

son by aneestral  right, oblivious  of the fact

to the hammer to-morrow, it:would be- bought
{'back in Inrge parcels by the moneyed classes and .
it s,

‘of entting oll’
other

have in other vro-’
1 thoney ™ gives
As we have adinitted,” there “are “diflicul:
ties in_cutting off' the entail of an cstate which.

erty, bocanse.
it has been o left in-theé family that.it mustgo
down frowmn father to:son..“In cases where:the.
inheritance"- hiag 'been hedged- about by- some
long-sighted testator ‘so:that’ the life-holder in
the succession-cannot mortgage it for more thar

to the" charge left upou-it, the spendthrift, or
the son of a spendthrift, feels the inconvenience:
of being crippled.” The same thing happeus in
Ireland ;"but there, while the inheritor is~per.
haps-driving cattle in the Colonies, or starving
in E'n'glahg,' the  settlers . on. the estate, the
tenants who pay no’ rent, but are ever ready
to fight, insist- on what they are pleased to call
their rights, let the landlord fare as he may !
There is not. more difference in the land laws
of the two countries—England and Ireland—
than is occasioned by the different conditions of
the two peoples. If the Irish peasantry were on
a_level in point of freedom with the English
peasantry, they would beeven more prosperous
thani the agrienltural classes of England, be.
cause they are keener witted and -can, when
they will, do better . work.  Clear away the
ceelesinstical system  of Ireland, let the prople
free from the blinding and crippling effects of
superstition and priesteraft, and they will rise
to a higher ‘position than the wisest and most
sanguine of their * emancipators’’ as yet ex-
pect. The Roman ecclesiastical system-—we
carefully distinguish- this from the religion of
the ancient Church—has blighted and still
blights the peasantry, as it misleads and jm.
poverishes the nobility of every land over which
it broods. . The fallowing statement, which was
submitted to the Lords and Commons indirect-
ly more than. ten"years ago, is still true, and
may be taken as a summary of the question at
issue. The land question is distinctly social in
its' nature ‘and ‘scope, -and must be settled on
social »rinciples.” It is'a question apart by it-
self, and can in no way affect the abistract con-
ditions or rights of property. What a man can
take away is his own, and he may cast it into
the sea. What he caunot destroy is only his in
a limited sense. - It is his for his lifetime and
1o pass ou or give away when he dies ; but, in-
asmuch as it forms a constituent part of the
territory which belongs to the nation that never
dies, the nation -has ‘a right which, though in
no sense antagonistie to the right of the indi-
vidual, is. superior to and to.some extent may
override it.. For example, this national right
wounld come into play if. the owners of land in
an importaut district of the empire were to bind
themselves together by a resolution to eject the
population or to enforce such conditions of land-
tenure as would redunce the mass of the people
ta the level of ‘serfs. It could not be tolerated
that a minority, however strong their claims,
should depopulate the country. The individual
must not exercise his right to the deprivation of
the rights of the nation with which he is incor-
porated. . Property in land cannot therefore, in
the nature of things, be so absoluie as property
iu movables. It is'a necessity of the constitu-
tioual system that the right of property should
‘be assured to landowners ; and it is 'a necessity
of the samé supreme law that the right of equit-
able usufruct s{wuld be secured for thieir tenants.
Moreover, the owner who offers hia land for hire
comes into the market as a trader, ahd the same
social autliority ‘which protects his interest and
gives ‘legality: to his - commercial len on the
chattels of a tenant in-default of rent has a clear
right to require that he shall confarm to the
usages of the market and treat on fair terms.
On purely. économic giounds landlords cannet,
because it would not be for their interest, refuse
to let their lands, if they let them at all, upon
conditions which . will enable their tenants to
utilize to the full the resources of their holdings
and to improve them. ~On the other hand, the
tenant can “acquire no right of property in the
land by his tenure, for the  very obvious reason
that if he.could there would be no incentive for
him to seek to become a proprictor.

1t.is important to bear in miud that economi-
cally Ireland is considerably in the rear of the
other -provinces: of - the empire. The causes,
parcly natural and in part artificial, which have
retarded her ‘development arc mot german to
the business of - redressing her grievances, and
coulil only be imported into the problem with
the effect of ‘embarrassing its solution. - Never-
theless the: fact ‘that Ireland is behind the age
must; needs.be’ recognized, because it imposes
specinl: conditions on every ‘attempt to legislate
“for_hier benefit, . Another circumstance to which
due importance ‘must: be ‘§i\'en is the -historical
fict, momentous’in /itsell and acquiring addi-,
tional influence. from- the extraordinary power of
tradition in’ Ireland, that the legal right of the

$

assumed: right. of ;those’ who now occupy the
place of tenants.; **Tenaut-right' 15 a misnomer
employed:in a spirit of mistaken modsésty, and
leading to much misconception.  'What the ad-
‘vocates of fftenant-right” mean is to assert on
Leiwlf of tenants, as the first or oldest occupants
of the soil,'a. claim:toipart proprietorship, the
‘beingthat the settlement of James ‘con-
‘rent and :lordship,: but:
X nthe land. “Another
‘argument;-urged” with. considerable - ingenuity.
‘ o force, iy that the ‘tenant crentes a
right  to 2 something like:.part- proprietorship
when‘he reclaims by cultivation any land
withiu his holding. .. These several points mus
be allowed: to have weight in the consideration:
They should “have weight - so far as to influenice
“the tone and: terms in, which, the right of the

‘hé has'reclaimed, on the ground ‘that what a.

Trish tenant, because the whole of :the land of

is:“of . ' more . recont date than:the

i order on the premises, ‘under my éwn

the theory" to be correct. which ¢ )
settlement.of James gave only a right to rental .
and lordship without that proprietors! hich
implies a power to. dispossess: the tenanis of an
estate, it is a fact that'only a:very small pro-.
portion of the prescnt tenants of land in [relan
claim possession. on the ground’ of legitimat
suecesgion or' title: by bequest fro

e
ants made by
‘the English King, but were only conficmed on"
‘the tken existing conditions of their rights.-as 7.
ascertained by commission. . Practically. there-..
fore the plea of previous and indefeasible sub-:
proprictorship put forth in sapport of:tenant-
right is incapable of argnment.':The allegation . .
of a'right on the part of a tenant to land:which -

‘nothing to.do" with the special grants

man makes is his own, does not apply to th

Ireland; cultivated or waste,is comprised withi
the manorial boundaries, and the reclaimeris i
the position ‘of a tenant finding minerals beneath
the surfece of the soil he rents—he can’ only”
work them under a royalty ; or elsé he lias tres-
passed beyond the limits of his own holding and .
is encroaching on other purts of the mauor,-in
which case he can have no rightatall.” These "
are elements in the special system of land-tenure
in Ireland, and give it those distinctive fea-
tures which make it a matter apart from, and
in many essential particulars totally nnlike, all
other land systems. Neverthieless - we™ must
take things very much as we find them, and the
problem - will.-have to ~be solved on common’
sensc prineiples.. e A
“Lenking “at the matter from the landlord’s
point of view, two important circamstances help
to determine the course which appears ~most
condacive to his interest—the size of the hold-
ingsinto which his estate is to be subdivided
and the kind of farming to which it is to be
subjected. Every owner of land. must look to:
its imjwevement.  He knows that, to keep pace
with the age and to insure being as wealthy
prorortionally twenty years hence as heis now,
he must take such measures as are likely to se-
eore a progressive increase in the value of his
property. In these circumstances it is perfectly
obrious that he will not willingly let his land
out in small parcels and-long leases to tenants
whe have not the capital necessary to effect im-
provements. This (s the practical diffculty
with which those who seck to redress the griev.
ances of the Irish farmer have to contend. - It
would be simply an act of injustice to require
that the landlord shonld vest his property in
hands where it would not increase in value,
upon conditians which must place it beyond the
power of recall.  We hear a great deal about
compeunsation for ¢ improvements.” . As a mat-
ter of fact, ne landlord objects to pay for bond-
fide improvements, . The difliculty is to iunsure
improvement for the property upon any. terms
in [reland. There will -be no embarrassment
about leases when this evil is remedied. -
“In'England, Scotland, ‘and even Wales, far-"
mers are a ‘professional’ class of ‘agricuniturists,
and no_one resorts to the business of farming
for a livelihood who is not ina position to carry: .
it out successfully. In'Ireland ‘a man takes a
farm not because he has any  qualification for
the business of agriculture, but because he must
live somewhere and do. something,  and it is -
pleasant to squat on the land and easy to live
by keeping pigs and growing potatoes. It is
too much to ask the owners of the soil in Ire.
land to give leases to the tenants of this class
who ~are agitating to obtain them.  Such a
course would be sinply a surrender of the rights
of property : and  the landlord compelle& to
make the sacrifice: might at onee sit down and
calenlaie with the certainty. of despair bow long
it “would be before his property must be left
hopelessly - behind in the race of wealth; and.
himself and family be reduced to beggary. The
value: of -the jand in Ireland has been depre-
ciated to its" present minimum- by reason of the
small holdings in the possession of tanants who
have. neither the capital wvor the wit to
improve ~them. It is quite unnecessary to
make a law which shall perpetuate this state of
matters. . We  are told that, if the present
tenants of land had leases, they would improve
and develop into a class of professional farmers
whom it would be a' pleasure and advantage to
have for tenants.. 1s this possible! . The solu.
tion of the ** land question’ in Ireland cannot:
be effected by a Jaw prescribing the substitution |
of . leascholding for: aunual tenancy -under the
present systeni.  Any scheme ‘for the satisfac:
tory-adjustment of the difficully must include -
provisions -for the ‘improvement first of the
tenantsand then of the: land. " It is'a popular
fallacy that the Irish arve born Yarmers.und. that
we must legislate for them in that capacity.

Saevote incident occurred at-the! first perfors
“mance. of  Charlotte Corday: - Barbaroux::was
tracing the portrait of Marat 17 <
11 m’a dit de sang froid, tout commeil le ferait,
Que unique moyen de caliner nos tempétes,
Clest'd'nbattre deux cont soixante mille tates}
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landlord isénforcod in limitation of the. *¢ tenan

| right'* of the Irish land-holder, Ever
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