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TOHE CHRISTIAN.

March, 1898.

offering to Mrs. R. Stevens, Picton, N. S., as
goou ag possible,
Wighing you all sbundant success in all
that you may nndertake, I am,
Your loving friend,
Mrs D. A. Moxrrison.
Suxt. of Clildren's Work,

— —

Nores rroyM Qui WORKERS

Riverside, Hants Co., N. S.—Hattie E:
Mason, an earnest littlo worker, fourteen
years old, organized & mission band, which
18 called the “Buds of Hope. During the
winter they have been forced to discontinue
their meetings, on account of bad roads and
weather, but they hope to get to work again
very soon,

West Qore, Hants Co., N S.—This wel-
come news came from West Gore: We have
only two who uaro taking the ‘¢ Junior
Buailders,” but we are trying to get some more
subseribers.  We gave an entertainment
during the Christmas holidavs aud took up a
collection amounting to $2.37.

Summerside, P. X. I.—The president of
the “Sunbeam” band writes: We are doing
a good work. Wo have only missed one
meeting since we organized. We intend to
colebrate our birthday, in March, by having
a concert. At our last meeting we had
twenty present; dues amounted to 65 conts,

Lord’s Cove, Deer Island. N. B.—This
band reports fifty members on the roll, and
nineteen dollars raised since September last.

Westport, N. S.—'he “Willing Workers”
write that they had only one subscriber to
“«“Junior Builders,” but have six names to
send in now.

RECEIPTS,

Previously acknowledged, el S92 05
St. John—
Coburg St. Wide Awake Band, .. e 382
e “« ¢ Birthday Box 1 39
Lord’s Cove—Mission Baod, .... .... 11 00

Riverside—** Buds of Hope ® Band, .... 1 80
Westport—** Willing Workers” Band, .. 1 60
Tiverton- Mission Band, N eow 125
Interest, 118

$54 09

Suste Forp STEVENs, T'reasurer.
Pictou, N. 8.

Book Reviews,

“Tae LIFE OF ALEXANDRR CaMPBELL,” by
Thomas W. Grafton, Cloth; 284 pages. Price,
$1.00 Christian Publishing Company, St. Louis,
Mo. Biography is one of the most interesting of
studies. The fascination with which the history
of great men holds us is wanting in the considera-
tion of many other subjects, While different
temperaments create in students preferences for
diverse branches of learning, all should be more
or less interested in the hives of the greatest of
their kind. The influence of those around us
touches us at every point; and our characters are
especially affected by the great of our race. No
matter how much we may differ in spiritual, intel-
Jectual or physical ability, we are nevertheless
creatures subjest to like passions, Although we
may bring diversified talents and widely different
circumstances to their solution, yet the same great
problems confront all humanity. Then, again,
the great achicvements of our fellowmen cannot
but raise our admiration.

Of all great men, those of the leaders of religious
thought must be given the foremost place; for
religion alonc effects the most vital departments
of our life,

Two things at least are essential to a good
biography—a great life aud a true writer. The
life of Alex. Campbell will be considered by our
brethren as furnishing a fine subject for a sketceh,
Those who read this book will, 1 feel sure, regard
Bro. Grafton as a pleasing and interesting writer.
The book ought to prove an excellent popular
- biography. The style is spirited, clear and enter-

taining.
of Mr. Campbell the writer carries us thiough the
trials and triumphs of the great reformer's carcer
with an mterest that never lags

In u plain simple way are set forth the condition
of Christinnity in America at the beginning of this
century and thoe story of the earnest scarch of the
Campbells (father and son) after the remedy for
the then religions difficuitics. Tho solution of
the problems then before tho church required men
of sincerity, strong in intellect, courage, faith,
and with minds free from the trammels of tradition,
These qualitics Alex. Campbell possessed in no
small degree  The carnest and unbiased manner
of icvestigating facts, strong faith, and the keen
apalytical and reasoning powers which Mr. Camp-
bell brought to the solntion of the great rehgious
questions of his day are told in a striking manner.
With absorbing in:erest wo follow Bro Grafton as
he depicts the preacher, writer, debater, teacher
and conversationlist. In all these Mr. Campbell
excels. His home life, deep devotion and piety
are also beautifully set forth.

That Alex, Campbell was a truly great man
will cleurly appear on an cxamination of the
mighty change that tbe principles which he cham-
pioned bave already wrought in the religious
world. The plen for Christinu union, the call for
an unprejudiced interpretation of God’s Word,
and some of tho doctrinal propositions which he
expounded, such, for instance, as the distinction
between the law and the gospel, bave already
made a marked impress upon the world, Some
men are greac because they bave successfully fought
certain errors peculiar to their owa sge.  But Mr,
Campbell is great because he ably championed
principles that will apply equally to all prtions
of this dispengation. No man, probably since the
days of the Apostles, ever mote ably advocated
the cause of pure Christianity than did he e
was not, indeed, more worthy than many who pre-
ceded him, But building upon the labors of other
seekers after truth be was able, because of their
cfforts, to obtain a better view of the ‘* perfect law
of liberty.” The only way to accomplish this is
to humble ourselves in the presence of God’s Word
in order that it may have *‘free course and be
glorified ™ This is the keystone to Campbell’s
greatness.  Casting aside all pre-conceived ideas
concerning the truth, he placed himself in a
position to be carricd whithersoever the Word of
God led him. This is the cure for all disorders
in the body of Christ.

It ig given to some to possess as grand reasoning
powers, to others the spiritual insight and pme
religious devotion, to others the eloquent manner
of presenting the truth in preaching, teaching and
defending by oral debate, to others the convincing
style of writing, to others the great capacity for
work, to others the honesty »nd freedom in ex-
amining the truth, that this «reat man possessed;
but very rarely do we sce these qualities all so
harmoniously combiuved as in him. Great men
are but seldom evenly balanced. Their greatness,
indeed, often arises from an abnormal develop-
ment of some particular talent. This means the
impoverishment of other taleuts, Mr. Campbell
was not faulty here. In all his character there is
a roundness and completeness that is truty refresh-
ing This caa only be accounted for by his com-
prehensive grasp of the truth, He was truly free
from all narrow party sectarian spirit. He advo-
cated all of what is now generally conceded to be
cssential to the plan of sulvation; and in doing so
presented the only true ground for Christian union
While he probably erred in other particulars, yet
be pointed out the broad principles through which
the truth is to be acquired. tlis place in the
history of the restoration of pure Christinnily will
appear, I confidently believe, more clearly as we
attain to a better knowledge of the truth.

The volume contains a portrait of Mr. Campholl
and an excellent introduction by Prof, H, L. Wil-
lett. It is neatly printed on good paper, with
clean type, and is undoubtedly a fiuo picce of
workmanehip,

The book, while designed mostly for the young,
will nevertheless be found instructive and inter-
esting to all. TFor those who have not monoy
enough to buy nor time enough 10 read Dr.
Richardson’s two large volumes, this work will
make a good substitute. It will also prove a valu-
able coatrnibution in support of the principles for
which we contend. All our Lord’s day schools
should have & :opy. It should have a large circu-
lation, 0. B. Stockrorp.

Starting with the boybood and youth‘

REMOVE THE BLACK SQUARES.

Wo have in round numbers, in this coun-
try, 7,200 churches. Each square in the
ubove diagram represents 100 churches.
There are 72 squares, representing 7.200
churches. The white squares represent the
churches that gave to Foreign Missions last
year ; the black squares those that did not
give. Icvwill be seen that there are 26 white
rquares and 46 black ones; that is, 2.586
contributing churches and 4614 churches
that did not contribute, We have more than
doubled the number of white squares during
the past four years. We ought to remove a
very lurge number of black squares this year.

Liet us not fail to reach at least 3,000 con-
tributiog churches March 6th., No church
that has a spark of missionary interest shonld
fail now,

Keep in mind the old watch-word : An
offering from cvery churck; a gift from every
member.

Remember the new wateh-word: $100 000
Jor Foreign Missions from collections only.

A. McLEeax,
. I, M, Rains.
Cincinnati, Ohio.

TENT IFFUND.

Acknowledged, . 8101 738
Westport, J. W. Bolton, . 6 0
8107 73

J. 8. FrLaoron, Treasurer,

Mrs Elmar Richardson, Leonardville, in send-
ing the amount of her pledge says :

“The money was raised by a birthday party.
Each person paying as many cents as they were
vears of age,” Numes of persons contiibuting :
Dr, and Mrs. Murray, Mr. and Mrs, Ired Tewk-
bury, Mr. and Mrs Winslow Richardson, Mrs.

John Weleh, Mrs. Danicl Wilson, Mrs Joseph
Conley. Mrs George Doughty, Mrs. Loring
Doughty, Mrs. Wellington Clime, Mrs Grant

Wilson, Mrs, John F. Coaley, Miss Bertie Lambert,
Miss Beatrice Duke.

Great
Advances

Have recently been made in methods of
teaching commercial subjects — Boak-
keeping and Correspondence cspecially.

Our methods are not those of five or even
two y ars ago, but the vory latest, embracing
the lutest feutures at the close of 1897.

Our Shorthand is also the best—the Isaac
Pitman.

Catalogues to any Address.
S. KERR & SON.




