apreting; Vigtaria Gollpge, at the terminmtion
qf 8,8assien, an tho.occayion of a; public ex-
amination; and updoubtedly they would bave
doness, had, thare been any grounds for
making,out a, favournble statement; hut all
the Editor of tha Guardian says, is not moro
than the Editor of any journgl in the Pro-
vifige might.say, * We are not encugh ac-

quainted with the Collego to say. any thing of

ity prosent.condition.”  Is this satisfuctory to

the people of Canada, and to the members of

the Wesleyan Methodist church? Whaut havo
they to do with the Editors’ personal  know-
ledge or ignorance of the Institution? They
expect to be furnished with full information
on the state of the Institution, and all they
get from the Editor of the Grardian is, “We
aro not sufficiently acquainted with the
Colloge.” ,

On tho religious stata of the College wecan
derive some information from the Lditor of
the Guardian by means of whut he omits,
mora than by means of what he states, From
the following words we conclude the religious
stato of the Institution is as unsatisfactory as
its fivancial state; as he has nothing whatever
to say but in refercnce to the past, and tho
future j—nothing whatever as to the present,
‘With all this care to tell about the pust and
to express hope for the future, it is evident
that if any thing could have been said to the
advantage of the Institution, it would have
been said ; but nothing is said :—

¢ In & religivus view, we are not enough acquainted
with tho Callege to say any thing of its present con
ditian.  The religions state of farmer years afforded
the friends of tho insti*ution great ealisfrction, LRevis
vals of religion huve really been exporienced in it \Ved
sbonld rejoico 1 such wero of frequ-nt eccurrence.
The pa:ronage of romo niay ba loat by thi- ¢ ent§ but
tho real friends of the Institution will not toreake st,
but rather cling the clozer toat, when they ree weful
learning ana experinental piety successtully promoted
and by the samo tators, under the blessing of Hun
without whose bleasing nothing good can proceed.”

In the above extract there is certninly a
little moro information. It states that  rovi-
vals of religion have really been experienced
init” What a wondetful occurrence ina
College erectod and instizuted fur the very
purpose! Then there really have been ye-
vivals! How unexpected1—how unsuited to
the spirit of the Iustitution! We could not
expect more explicit information us to the
failure of the Institution, asto revivals of ve-
ligion, if oll that can be said is, that there
r¢ally havo been some.

With regard to moral education, inthe best
sense of the word, it cannot be efficient if thie
state of the Institution is unfavourble to ve-
vivels of religin ; ncither can  prosper
separately.

With reference to a good Classical Educa.
tion, we fear no better necount cau be given.
That there are, und have been yourg men
there, of most promising talents, and who
hava improved theia well, isnot to be denied;
but is this at all to be placed to the eredic of
the Institution ! That same amount of tnlent
would doubticss have received improverent
had YVicoria Cnllege never been erected, 1
we look to the persons who have been Prin.
cipals, and trace their origin and cducation,
we shall find that there hos beon nothing ve-
marksble in this way caleulated to iuspire
with confidence the pupils or the peoplo-at
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of Principuls  "L'a this, wa.auly-know-of ong
excoptipn withrefcrence to Victaria College;;
though we would not by any means wish to
be understood that we insinuate the least per-
sonal.disrespoct to any of them,
There is nn apprenticeship to be served in
College education, which is indispensible. It
is that which induces hubits favourable ta
study, and teaching; even to those duties
which may bo most called o drudgery,—fa-
vorable to the establishment of a disciplinary
methud to which none but those who have
served suchapprenticeship; and by which they
have imbibed Coliegiato habits, ave equal
We do not hiesitate to say that a person who
hos lived the somewhat irvegnlar life, at one
time of en Itincrant Preacher—at another of
Editor of a Newspaper—-and at another of o
Politicul Agent—is totully incompetent, by
deficiency as to fixed habits, for the manage-
ment of a Colleginte Institution. This ob-
jection applies to all Methodist Preachers, in
some degree ; and experience sustains our
views. If we refer to the personal gualifica-
ton of Doctor 1tycrson, we shall not concenl
our opinion that his education has been too
limited ond too irregularto admit of hisbeing
qualifid to be head of a Colleginte Institu-
tion. He perhops deserves to be admired as
a man of considerable talent; but he has not
yet proved to the world that the talents he is
endowed with have been fully controlled to
the best purposes.  If his own mind bas, to
the present time, 1un wild, how canhe super-
intend the training of other minds in subsor-
vience to ull the grand oljects of a moral, re-
ligious, and classical education ?

. Having gone through our subject as furas
the Editor of the Guardian could assist us,
we propose to go on without him, and show
the Methadist community a Jittle more of the
state of Victoria College.

In his statement respecting Victoria Col-
lege, the Editor of the Gwardias has soid a
little more than that he is notacquainted with
its condition ; he has told the public that the
Institution is un cntire fuilure ; notbeing sup-
ported by the people, and that it is sinking
£400 per annum, while it receives £500 per
aunum lrom Goveinment. Letit be observed,
that if this £500 from Government was.not
. abtained, the Institution. would be getting in
debt £900 per annum.  The pasties that will
advocate fuither assistance, without an entive
remodelling of the institution, must be mad.
. Who ever heard of an iustitution being in a
prospereus condition iy other respects, when
its tuuds were in confusion?  The thing is
impossible.  We may ask whetherits decline
is gradual orsudden; ifgradual, the bad man-
agement is of long standing; ar, if it be said
there is no bad management, but it has been
well managed all along, the case is worse for
the Institation, Whatsortof an Institutionthen
must it be, when with geod management from
vear to year withont interruption, itcaunot be
i vaved from decline; and if gradual thedecline,
| the fattering accounts of its prospevous state,
{ from year to year published in tie Guardian,
;2ud capeeially that of Jast year, are ail falle-
cions, If the decline hes been sudden, noth-
ing can better account for it than.the conduct
af Mo Powrean ita Princinal, whe bas ren-

dercdtho. Inatitution: unpaplan theaughous
the Province.

To refer again to the-moral aspect: of  tho
College. 'We declare wo havo novertqueh-
ed asubject so painfully mortifying osithis;
s0 unexpected is tha existence of any ground
of complaint—so sccret have all things been
kept——that if wo tell the truth—the whale
truth, it will scavcely Lo pogsible for usto
escape the imputation of slander of the most
malicious description,—we expose ounselves
to the other branches of the Methodist fumily
as if we had intended to degrade them all.
We shall not do this—we shall not lit, the
veil entirely that conceals so muchrottenness
and coruption.  If we did, the name of
Methodist would become a by-word, and a
reproach throughout the Province ; suggost-
ing only ideas of profound contempt. We
feel it our duty to state explicitly, that these
observations do not apply to any Dranch of
the Methodist family, but that of the Wesley-
an Methodist church in Canadas nor to any
part of that Church, buta few of the rulers of
the Conference, though the unavoidable con-
sequence would bo to some extent, thas the
whole body would bear the reproach brought
on it by a few. We dave not tell all we know,
but shull only say, that gross immorality hes
Leen eommitted, sufficient to account for the
unpopulerity of the 1nstitution throughout the
Methodist body. The parents of the. Youth
of Canada have been deceived, and grossly
imposed upon, when they expected for their
children ¢ sound, mora), ¥eligious and classi-
cul education there. Revivals of religion,
indeed! Religion is disgraced by the men-
tionofit—when ordinary.morality —or rather
common decency, was wauting.  Surely it
was superfluous for the Editor of the Guar-
dian to say any thing about the loss of Pa-
tronage through revivals of religion : the
Collego cannot have suffered by that means.

The important fact now proved, in relation
to the Victoria College, is, that it is not sup-
ported by the public, nor by that class of the
Canadian population for whose special bene-
fit it was instituted. It is in a sinking state,
and almost gone, by the admission of the
organ of the Conference. That organ now
says, * increased assistance is wrgeally ve-
quired from the Government, or some.other
quarter; else, how can the Institution live 17
Did ever such a thing happen. in the.whole
world before, that a well-conducted College,
capable of giving a sound, moral, religious,
and classical education, failed of public sup-
port? The Christian Guardian has claimed
120,009 of the Canadian population as being
under the influence of the ministry of the
Westeyan Methedist Church: we should
think that oue shilling per annum fiom each
of these 120,000 individuals, with the fees
from the pupils, and the Government yllow-
ance of £500 per annum, cught to muintain
the Collego ; but we must confess thut we
are entirely in the dark on the subject of the
receipts and disbrrsements of the Iustitu-
tion: we know no mare of this than we do
of the private offuirs of tho manegers of it;
and it seems to be considered by them that
the Mothodist community have ao.apore right

1o kaow the first than theydwee to do with




