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,1 \Vec tIie defendants actuated by imnproper or unprofessional mlo-
tives in signing the certifica-,tes?1

To aIl of these questions the jury gave an anwrfavorable to the
defcndaîits, and a verdict in their behiaif.

'l'lie costs mnust bc very heavy' iii this action. It is flot at ail iikely
that the dcfendants -will be able to recover their large disbursernents
t romi the plaintiff. 'l'lie hiusband wvas xio party f0 the action. Jndccd,
took the side of the defendants, as did -i.-o the plaintiff's mother,
dauighîer and uncie. The statemients mnade by the defendants 'vere borne
oui b. flie cicar and able testirnonv of Dr. Milner and Steniiouse.

Drs. Bryans and] Smithi are to lc congratuiated uipon the result of the
triai. It lias a wvider nieaning tlian that of the defendants thernsclvcs,

stsuch actions more or iess affect the gr-ood and -w'eifare of the entire pro-
lession. Every such action lost or cornprîsed in an' ,vay encourages
oti,?crs 10 g-o to iaur' witi thecir grievances, or Io attenîpt to eNtort mioncy
1w biackmnail. \'cfeci that the profession shouid take sonie stcps to
rücogni-i, the valiant fighit nmade by tic defendanîs not oniv in their own
interests, but iii that of the w~hoie niiedical profession.

A more unjust case tlîan this m~as probably never lauinchied into
court. The evidence brou.ght out the facts that the plaintiff had been
ziddicted to tlie excessive use of aicohiol, and that a verdict hiad been se-
cured against a certain party for iniproper rciationships with lier. But
it is usually the experience of the niiedical profession tliat suits for niai-
practice -arc instigatcd iy the worthicss or inîpecunious.

Thiîs is, perhaps, a fitting tinie to ag-ain eaul attention o thic daimis
of the Canadian MIedical Protecfive Association. So long as tbis worthy
Association lias oniy a iné7iibersip of a few liuidred, it lias neither the
nîcans for the influence- it wouid lhave 'vere its miembership up mbt the
thousainds. There is no reason wvhy evcry regular practitioner in Cati
ada siiouid not beiong to this Association. If [bis Association hiad a
nîlemtbersliip of several thousands and four or five tlisaiid dollars in the
trcasury, it wouid have a deterrent effect on cranks, crooks. anc designî-
îng patients. \-h l itigation did cor-ne it wvouid distribute tlie cost over
rnany, instead of failing so hcavily uipoiî one or two. In the present in-
ýýtaîiccs periîaps at least $400 each.

In the mecantîine, we extend to Drs. Brvans and Smiithî thec congratu-
lations of the entire medical profession.

TI-E OCTOBER ISSUE.
Our issue for October was unavoidabiy dclaycd iii its publication for

o short tinie, owving to sortie ciiaîîges that wvcre heing mîade iii tue press-
room of tue printers.
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