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Any, physician wlho is conscious of the subliiity disco% cries, there is nothing to hinder the adop-
of his missioii, and solicitous about his professionalj tio of a law similar to what regulates %ch nîaUcr,
honor, will not keep secret a discovery that is in France. Studious b prevent cli.u'latanisïn there,
uste''il to suffering humanity ; on the contrary, lie the la' stricti prolilwts the sale of ail secret
will be the more eager to inake it known in pro- reedies, and in diin for nicdicinal l)i1Il>is,
portion to his convictions ofits greater imîporta.nce. ail exhibitions of drugs and niedicinal
Those Vho pursue an opposite course of conduct, upon stands or ii staîls at fairs, markets, and otler

arc, hy the tilianînioni opinion of the iiedical p)ublic laces ; apl advrtiseneots a d erinted

corps, left to thenselves, and regarded as outside handbills that set forth secret remedies under what-
of the pale of the profession ; but fortunately, for soever naine or title they mav appear. Act of the
our honor, such persons are rare amongst us. The i 1th April, 1303, Art 32, 3 C. And by a dcree
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code of etiquette adopted by the Canada Medical of the 18th of August, 1b1o, permissý.m could not
Association i very explicit on this point. After be given to the originators of any renedy, either
having declared it to be contrar) to the dignity of simple or compound, while they mîaintained the
the medical profession for imedical men to have composition of it a secret. Any person who night
recourse to public notices, to cirLular for attract- discover a new renedy, and who desired to turn
ing the attention of persons aflicted with any it to advantage, must deposit the recipe of its
particular kind of disease, to offer publicly their composition with the Minister of the Interior.
services gratis to the poor, or to warrant cures ; to The M[inister then appointed a connission for the

publish their operations or cases in non-medical purpose of: 1st, examining its composition, and
journals, to boast of their cures or their reiedies, deciding whether its administration mîight, in
to produce certificates of cures, and, in fine, to certain' cases, be dangerous and hurtful or not •

resort to any of the means generally employed by 2nd, if the remedy vas not dangerotus in itself,
charlatans. Th code continues, Art. i, sec. 4, whether it had prodc ed, or whether it was still

A physician derades his professi.nal producing heneficial effects on mankind ; 3rd,
character by obtaining a patçant of invention for what price should be paid the inventor of a remedy
any remedy or su1rgica1 instrument whatsoever, and adjudged to be useful, for the secret of its coi-
by prescribing a secret renedy, the knowlcdge of position ; proportioning the price : ist, according
whose compositioni, or the exclusive right of which to the mert .1 the discovery : 2nd, to the benefits
belongs to himîself or others. .... Equally which hiave arisen or which may be hoped for,
repreliensible are physicians, who give certificates froni it in the relief of hunian suffering: 3rd. to
attesting the efficacy uf secret or patent medicines, the personal advantages which the inventor lad
or, in any other mnanner, favor tleir use. received, or which lie might expect to receive frorn

In preventing the advertising and sale of all it. In cases where the inventors were dissatisfied,
secret preparations, it nay seen as though a wrong a commission of revision wias appointeil. After

would be done to the inîventors of appliances really this, the Minîister of the Interior entered into an

useful, by taking froin them the power to enjoy the agreement with the inventors, and the secret was

advantages accruing from their labors. W\ihen, directly publislhed.
however, a physician is the inventor of a beneficial Since the ordinance of the 20th 1)cenber, IS20,

renicdy, it is seldui that lie has any objections to establishing the Academy of Medicine, tle exain-
its being imade known,-he dues not wish to retain ing of secret remedies las belonged to tliat learnud
it a secret,-and more especially when lie knows body. In France, then, the inventor of a new
such conduct would be contrary to the liberality rcîîedy canno lcgally gain perbonal advantages
and benevolence that ouglt to distinguislh a pro- froni iL as a secret remedy. He can of course kecp
fessional man. And it is certainly more seldon lis secret, but iL would be in lis hands a property
that a person, unacquainted with nedicine, be- tlat brings hin no returu ; aîdas the law preverits
cones the discoverer or inventor of any means of druggists as veli as others from selling secret
:nquestionable utility in the healing art. renedies, druggists !ave no advantagcs over otiers

But to prevent the science of medicine from ii tlis natter.
suffc'ing in aîv case. by beingr denrived of useful i Should a nerson desire to rean the benefit of
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