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froni any, valvular deformity. In the large majority, the pathologists have found in examining such
however, the heart vas found to be hypertrophic, cases. Paralysis of the cervical part of the sympa-
especially the left ventricle. Its muscular tissue thetic, due to the pathological changes fou.îd in its
showed sonietimes fatty an'1 sometimes anyloid course, would explain very vell the dilatation of
degeneration. ''he strunia was mostly found to the carotid arteries and jugular veins, the vascular
be caused by simple hvpertrophy of the glandular struma and the exophthalmus, if we assume that the
tissue or hy colloid netamorphosis. In1 some latter is due to relaxation of the walls and conse-
cases there were fibrous nodules and deposits of quent dilatation of the orbital bloodvessels. By
chalk present in the tumor. In other cases the the experiments of Claude Bernard, however, it has
tissue of the thyroid gland ias found perfectly un- been proven that cutting the curvical part of the
altered, and the struma could only be explained by sympathetic nerve produces dilatation of the pupils,
an over-filling of the blood-vessels during life. This contraction of the orbicularis palpebrarum muscle
latter condition applies especially to cases where and, instead of exophthalmus as in this disease, re-
the strunia ivas intermittent. The eyeballs were as traction of the eye-balls. To explain the symp-
a rule found normal, at least where no ulcerations toms in Basedow's disease, i.e., normal pupil and
of the cornea etc., had taken place. In a protrusion of the eye-balls, we would therefore
case I once had occasion to examine, I found cen- expect rather an irritation of the sy npathetic nerve.
tral choroido-retinitis in one eye. Von Reckling- Tle difliculty is overcome by another experiment
hausen found in one case the tissue of the external of the saie author, by which lie lias proven thiat
ocular muscles undergoing fatty degeneration. after cutting the so-called oculo-pupillary nerve-
In all other cases, also in mine, this condition did fibres and irritating the peripheral end, widening
not exist. The fatty tissue of the orbit is in most of the palpebral fissure, protrusion of the eye-balls
of the cases hypertrophic to a varying degree. and contraction of the pupils will ensue. These
These pathological conditions, of course would ocuilo-pupillary ierve-r jres forni a part of the cer-
never explain the clinical symptoms. The patho- vical portion of the sympathetic, and originate from
logists therefore looked for some other changes in the anterior root of the second dorsal nerve. We
the body, and lately great attention lias been paid come thus to the hypothesis that the main portion
to the anatomical condition of the nerves in this of the cervical part of the sympathetic nerve is
disease, especially the cervical portion of the sym- paralyzed in Basedow's disease, while a smaller
pathetic nerves. Trousseau and Peter, found the part of it, viz., the oculo-pupillary fibres are in a
lowest cervical ganglion enlarged, reddislh and hy- state of irritation. The palpitation of the heart

Its nervous elements were reduced in may, of course, be caused either by a diminished
size and number, whilst the fat and connective tis- action of the tenth nerve (vagus) or an increase of

109

ased, and the latter very fi-
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