
BRIGGS: STRONTIUM AND ITS SALTS.

Strontium lactate is a white granular powder, odorless,
and has a slightly bitter, saline taste. Soluble in about four
parts of water and freely soluble in alcohol ; dose from five

to sixty grains. Cases are reported where as much as one
hundred and sixty grains have been administered with no
untoward effects. The lactate has been often prescribed for
Bright's disease both in acute and chronic forms, with
excellent results. Constantin Paul concludes that it is indi-
cated in parenchymatous nephritis, the rheumatismal and
gouty forms, but is not useful in interstitial nephritis. Du-

jardin-Beaumetz confirms these statements, and says that
when he has administered the reniedy in cases of albumi-
nuria, he has obtained uniformly a reduction in the quantity
of albumen passed ; that, while it affects the most important

symptoms favorably, it does not remove the pathological
condition. The remedy possesses the advantage over other

drugs in the treatment of this disease in that it promotes the

appetite, aids digestion and assimilation, and can be admin-

istered for a long time continuously with no bad effects.
In two cases of albuminuria of pregnancy, in which I have

made use of the lactate, the nost gratifying results have fol-

lowed. In one case where there was severe headache, in-

sufficient urinary discharge, general dropsy and the symptoms

of uremia present, and where diuretics, purgatives and dia-

phoretics had signally failed to give relief, the lactate was

substituted in fifteen grain doses every four hours, with a

marked diminution of all the symptoms and with a decrease

of more than one-half the amount of albumen excreted

within forty-eight hours. The improvement in the general

condition of the patients was noted from the beginning of the

treatment.
In several cases of cystitis in the aged, due to hyper-

trophy of the prostate, the drug was given in connection

with buchu with marked amelioration of the symptoms,

Although the lactate does not seem to possess any diuretic

properties, nevertheless its action upon the urinary organs

seems to be salutary in the extreme.
Professor Germain See, in the treatment of affections of

the stomach, considers the strontium salts as far superior

o the alkaline carbonates.


