160 ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

prostate gland, a whitish glandular body, situated in front of
the neck of the bladder, perforated by the ejaculatory duets
of the testicle, and having many openings for its own excre-
tory duets. It appears to be a mucous gland.

The membrancus portion extends frout the prostatie
portion to the bulb of the urethra; it lies immediately under
the arch of the pubis and passesthrough the triangular liga-
ment ; it is in connection with very mauay veins, a sort of
crected tissve above, while below it is embraced by two sets
of museular fibres, the museles of Wilson and the muscular
faciculi de~-ribed by Guithrie ; it ix this portion of the urethra
which we have especially to deal with in cases of abscessin
the perineum. [t is the most complicated and exposed of any
portion of this canal, and the most liable to accident und
disease.

‘The spongy portion of the urethra constitutes by far the
largest part of the urethra, commeuncing commonly opposite
the sympathis pubis, by an expausion called the bulb, and
terminating in a =till larger expaunsion, called the glands
penis.  The bulb is embraced below and upon its sices by
the bulbo-cavernous muscles, which ave inserted inte it. In
front the bulb is continuous with the spongy portion of the
urethra, and the angle of union with the corpus cavernosum
is its anterior boundary. Immediately posterior to the
bulb are simated Cowper’s glands. These glands secreie
mu us and open into the canal of the urethra on its undes
<urface, passing obliquely through the spongy porticn
having exeretory ducets of an inch and-a-half to two inches
in length. The corpus spongiosum is composed of a strong
fibrous cylindrical membrane enclosing a spongy or erectile
structure, a variety of the areola tissue, in which veins
communicating with cach other, and at last expanding .
into a mass of cell, which cells apparently result from the |
frequent anastamosis of these veins. This structure novw i

c:ompletely surrounds the urethra, and fits with it into (k¢ |
lower groove, formed by the union of the corpora cavemos
penis, a strueture of a similar character to the one Juet
described, but of much greater size, in fact constituting the
chief part of the body of the penis. )

The urethra 1s lined with 2 mucous membrane, Whl‘{h
extends from 1he meatus. lines its whole ~ourse, and_ls
continuous with the mucous coat of the bladder, it diFs
down into the ejaculatory ducis of the testicle, the veswulf
ceminales, and Cowper’s glands; in it are several folds
which open ontwardly, and are called lacunw; at
commencement of the prostatic portion, the caput gallend
ginis ends with 1ts several radiatng folds: aud here (t
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