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of the proposed sicepers to decay as the only basis of thc calculation,
a large proportion of this surn woûld be sav'ed. Assufning the dlura-

tion of the siceper to be doubled, and taking into account the

mechanical causes of desti-uction, a, sav'ing of £300,000 per annumn,

ivould be effected to the raiway interest in England alune.
Froni these data, the v'alue of the invention in Europe wvi1l readily

be seen. aud although it has becui patented in France and Englaud,
and, as it -%vould seuin, to soine extent, iii Canada, it is believcd tlat
the use in this Province is unfiettered ; lst, because by the Statutes

of' Canada, nio foreiguier can obtain a patent monopoly in t1iis country;
and, 2nd, because, being altready known and used iri othcr countrics,
it canot le patented here.
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In accordance with an invitation of the Couneil of the Canadian
Institute to eo:-.nmunicate notices of sonie of the tribes of Indians

a~rgtwhoni I have travelled, I selected the Chinooks, one of the
tribes miost remote from this part of the continent, and 'whose Manners
and custonis are so much at variance with our own, as to render somne
notice of thern, fr personal observation, probably both novel and in-
teresting. Other communications of the incidents and results of my
travels ainong the Indians of the Northi West, haviag since appç~ared
in thie Journal, I have revised niy aceount of the Chinooks, with a
view to its appearance, along w ithl the notic<'s of the XValla MYlias,
aiid others of the Aborigines of this continent in the -New 'v Series.

TPhe PIat-Hlead Indians are inet -Yith along the banki-s uf' the Col-
-Mbla river froin its niouth castwvard to the C.t.sca.des, a distance of

about 130 miles ; they extend up the \Výalanuttt riveri ,outh about 30
or 40 miles, and thirough11 the di.strict lying hetween the \Yalaniett. and
Fort; Astoria, now called J?"ort George. To the liorthi they, extend,

aogthe Cowlitz river and the tract of'land lying hetw ei that and

ugtsSound. About two-thirds of Vancouver's Island is als o oc-
cupied by thern, and they are foiinc a!ong the coastb 0f J?:îgct's Suund
und the ýStraits of Juan de Fuca. 'l'le Fiat-lEadz, are divided iintu
nunicrou.s tribes, eaehi ha,- in- it s own pecubiar loca]ùiy, atid differiag
more or less from the others la language, customns, and mianners.


