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siînpïy absuréi, and the projectors as probably insane.-1 Yet theso
cxpeditioiîs were actually undertaken when tise population of the
whole of' Canada was less than one-fifth part of the present popula-
tion of Niostreal, and, consequently, less than one hiaif tise popula-
tion of Toronto.

That the earIy French coionists were pre-emninently distinguishied
by their desire for tue extension of their territory, the following
extracts lrom the Paris docurnentst will establîsîs beyond doubt,
and at the sarne time convey soîne idea of tîseir activity and enter-
prise in the infancy of Canadian history, and also of the projeets they.
forîned, and tise conceptions they entertained of the extent of the
country they intended to colonize as new France, north of the great
ILakes, two h-undred years ago.

As early as J16-16, %ve read that Sieur Bourdon, with three Frenchs-
men, was sent overiand froin Quebec, to take possession of
Iludson's Bay for France. Tise French had already establishied a
trade %with the Indiasîs of iludson's Bay, and in a few years in-
duced thein to corne to Quelbcc to barter their furs.

In 1661, the IRev. Claude Dabliu set out overiand for Hudson's Bay
viki the Saug(ezia%, but lie succeeded in reaching oniy the head. waters
of the Neboukia, 300 miles l'rom Lake St. John.

Persons %vhio psrettast3ed tfo be lanliliar with tise diflictilties of tise overland route froin
Canada to ]3ritislh Coliniabia, %% ere only ton ready to predict the disastrcns failuire of the
Canadiais esssigrant party of 1862 to reacli British Coluîssbia n Ono season, "supposiitg they,
cscaped the lîsdiaîss ani s.ýtarvatioi."

Probably tliere is no0 stretch of country is the Nvorld e\ceeslitîsg one tliosssatd six hssndlredj
miles lu continuons lenetîs, anti wholly lu a state of nature, wvliichl it would be- possible for
ne hundred and flfty peopfle, inc]n1dinr,ý a wolnan zand threce children, to traverse ditring a

~ingle season, overconiiîtg susil apparently formidable obstacles as tlie Rocky Mountains
have been supposed to îsreselit. The simple fact tîsat these emnigrants were enalied to takc
a large iminîser of oxei ard borses thiroqngls the niotntains, by an undescribed Pass, supplieg
a snost satisfactory aniswer to those wlso have is.iforinly represented the dangers aisd diffi-
culties of a1 route across the continent witlsiî Britisîs Territory, as insuperable witlîout ex-
traordinary ontiay. liere we liave ai instance of a large party of eigerts, iiearly aIl un.i
accustoîned to i wvork, ell'ectuallv ccinbatiiîg tliose dihliculties, and proviisg thtat. they wverc
either grossly exiss-gerated or iii a great part ii iia±-inryv. Aîîotlser implortant fact w'hiclî tli,
journey bas devcvloited, is the case Nvithl wvhieh thet Fraser river is capsable of beissg îsavigated
by canoes or rafts, as far down the streaun as tise forks of the Qtîcsnelle, the point from
wvhieli a road %vii! tnost probably strike off in a nearly direct huie to tise Pacific, tonchîiîg the
ocean at onse of tliose <eltî) indtentationus wvlicls formn so citrions a feattire of tise ]3ritiol
Coluiîibiani Const. Tîsere can be no doubt that great priv&tiost were endured by niassy ot
tIse party, but at least uîsîtil they reaclsp(d tise Fraser, Lucre are, lsappily, no $ad suenorlals
left oîs the route tliey took, liki' tîsose wiie distinguisis eve'y usiileof tise inliospitable de8er;
which aelaratetheUi vailey of tise M.%issis-,ilp froi tihe Pacifie States aîsd Territories of the
Uîittkd Statesi.

t Docuîmnîts reialiîg to tise Colonial ltistcsry of tihe State of New Yorkô


