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We look forward to the coning session of
the Ontario Legislatura vith an anxiety,
which, we are well assured is shared not only
by every mnember of the Pharmaceutical
Sòciety, but every right minded druggist in
the province. Tho Pharmacy Act, 'which
obtained a first reading at the close of last
session, will, in all probability, be again
:brought before ihe House, andon the decision
then.rendered the most important issues de-
pend, aff.cting alike the welfare of the
druggist, le medical profession, and the en-
tire ccmniuity.

That·thc pre.!nt state of things is bad, is
a fact apparent to-all. Although we'lavo a
làw to regulato the sales of poisons, it is of
little offect, and if over so rigorously carricd
out would nfot cover the required ground. So
'ar·ns if goes it is well enugh, and may serve
to throw impcdiments in the way of tha sui-

cide, or pôi.oner, bat these restrictions are

assistant, in Canada, whso cannot record
many instances of this,-of mixtures which
obstinately resisted all tendency to mix; of
pills ihich could never be rendered pilular;
of powders which exploded at the first touch
of the pestie. Very perplexing, te say the
least of it; but, net se bad as a solution of
sulphate of morphia, with the addition of
aromatic spirit of ammonia, to correct, asthe
physician explained, "the druggy effects of
the opium," or of the dubious mixture of
iodido of potassium and bichlorida of mer-
cury, the last dose of which would certainly
do the business for syphilis, most effectually;
or the delightful tonie of tincture of gentian
and chloride of iron, so frequently ordered.
Wa will barely mention "Tinct. Lytte; a
tablespoonful three tinies a day," though ire
can vouch for it; nor shall we refer to the
hundreds of instances; of less palpable,
though not lessi dangerous mistakes made by
physicians in calculating 'aoses, which the
prescription fila reveals te us. A druggist
should then ba able to detect thesa errora and
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have then corrected; .and if, by roason of
ignorance, he suffers thein to pass through-
his hands, and death results; if net amen-
able ta the courts of earth, lie will certainly
have to answer the charge of his brother's
blood at a highor tribunal. .,,

Tho indiscriminato sale of dangerots medi-
cinal substances by sane classes of- trýdes-
men is a practice ivhich cannot be too strpng,
ly condesr.n3d; nor is tha unrestricted sale
of poisoils by druggists of much less import-
ance. Wo necd not onlargo on this point,
as the evil is so flagrant, and its bad effects
se of ten realized, as to render commentîun-
necessary.

All these things point ta adequato qualifi-
cation on the part of the druggist ; but in
this country, as well as in others, it has been
found that this condition cannot be secured
without having resort to legislation. Aslong
as laxity of law permits, there will always.be
found mon ready ta turn a dollar, even at
the expenso of the lives of their fellow-
creatures. A desira to rid the profession of
these impostors, and thereby ta encourage
those iho really possessed the requisite
knowledge, spurred on the druggists of Great
Britain, through the continued struggles of
nany years, which so successfully terminated
in the passage of the Pharmacy Act of 1868.
Actuated by like motives, and emboldened
by the examplo of tlcir British brethren,
the druggists of Ontario seok a similar recog-
nition ; and backed up by the goodi sense
and support of the medical profession, and
the demands for justice and protection ad-
vanced by an iijured and suffering publie,
we have the strongest hopes that by the close
of the year the Pharmacy Act of Ontario will
bc one of the laws of the land.

Pharmney'in Quebec.
We arc pleased te sec that our eastern

friends have not been idle, and that one of
the first efforts of the Montreal Chemists'
Association is in the direction of pharmaceu-
tical education. A Bil to incorporate the
Quebec College of Pharmacy has been drafted
by the Council of the Society and han been
placed in the hands of M1r. Carter, member
for Montreal, who has consented to put it
iito parlianentary shape. We hope to. hcat
of it during the coming session, and wish the
undertaking every possib'lc success. Our
friends have got the right view of the ques-
tion, rightly concluding that if the parent
sten is crooked, yet unbending,.the younger
branches nay still ba trained into shape.

Propos.ed law to Regulate the Praetcce er
Pbarmacy lit the United Stites.

Amongst other matters discussed at the
Annual Meeting of the America Pham&-
ceutical Association, that of legislation en-
gaged a large share of attention. A printed
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