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head greyish-white, pale fuscous on middle of face; hair af thorax
white, with a creamy tint above, and no dark hair intermixed;tegulie piceaus, with a greenish spot in front; wings dusky hyaline,reddish, distance from base af fi-st s.m. ta insertion of firet r.n. asgreat as length of first t.c.; b.n. goiIW juat basad of t.m.; legs red-dish black, nlot at ail metallic, with pale pubescence, reddish oninner aide of tarai; abdomen closely but rather shallowly punctured,the punctures going nearly ta the margina ai the segments; sub-lateral region with quite long black hair; ventral scopa black. Theclypeal mai-gin is entire, and the mandibles are 3-dentate; the areaai metathorax is densely granula- basally, but more shining
apically.

Hab.-Nova Scotia (Ent. Club), 44-12. 1 have been muchperplexed ta decide whether this could be the female belonging tathe maie irom Nova Scotia described as O. similima by Smithm.This may indeed be the case, but the type ai siifflima must beconsidered ta be the female, which may not be conspecific with themaie. Smith says that the female simfiia is so like the EuropeanO. cacrulescens that it is difficult ta Olistinguish; but aovaescoliaeis easily separated front caeruiescens by the broader, less deeplypunctured abdomen, without white marginal fringes or banda.In aur fauna it is O. purpurea Cresson, which closely resemblescaeruiescens.*s In my brief notes on Smith's types, 1 observedthat according ta Rabertsan's tables the female type ai simfflinuzwas an Osmias. str., while the male was a Monilosmia. Dr. Grae-nicher has, however, obtained at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, what heregards as true simfflima, and bas bath sexes from the nest. Themaie ai this species is a Monilosmùs, but the female h as a blackventral scopa and clvpeus with entire mai-gin, quite contrary taRabertaon'a definition ai Monilosmuz. The Milwaukee females
are larger than noveescoliae, with a dark gi-eeniah abdomen, andthe hind mai-gins ai the igmnents mare broadly smaoth. Theyai-e very tunlit:c O. catrulescens. They have the hair an inner sideai middle tibie black; in novaescotiae it is pale, with a reddish tint.The b.n. goes mare broad ai the t.m. than in novaescoliae. Thereis no daubt, 1 thinit, that the Milwaukee "simillima" is distinctfront novaescoiae, but I find that except fu o,.he amaller amaunt aidark bair an the head (a variable chai-acter) it is scarcely or nlotta be sepai-ated front the western O. densa Cresson. This probablyexplains why we have neyer been able ta find a maie for dense;

'Can it be that 0. >srpureo is ctrulesoes Fi-rn the British Museum 1have a femnale marked North America, 40, 4-2, 484, and it is quite impossible ta
dist* uish it fromn Eurapean cea,'ssess, while, at the same dîne, it agreeswith &esnsdescription af purpurea. It bas the shiny metathoracic ares ofcSrulescens, which Smith excpressIy says is wanting in simillimsa.
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