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the master has used in texching, not the upper cluss only, but all
the ehildien under his charge. Hithono woe havoe beva living undor
A system ol bountics ud protestion 5 now wo propose to have a
lnte free teado. Our plan eacnies ont the idow of the Repmt, though
froe, T trusty from many of s objections.  Tho Report suggrests
the propriety of our bomyg sattsfied that the oluldron Yussuas the
cienmueniney accomplishmonts of wading and weiting, 1 think that
suggostien 12 a valuablo one, and wo have actednpon e What
we proposo to do s buldt upon the present system of tho Privy
Couneal. No attompt has been wade to ntroduce any change.
The schools will continue to Lo denomnational, amd telimons
teacliug must bo the foundation of alle Tho wspectors will still
coudurt a religlons examnation 5 mshort, there 13 no proposal to

muke any change in the roligions character of the schools. It
unly ramuns that L should powmt out the evils of the system.  As
the syslem spreads wo nmst imerease the number of s |

eetors,
am ateand that s vnavodable. Wo have considered t\m reeome-
tiendation of the Comuusstoners that we should employ school-
misters instead of inspectors 3 but it appenrs to us that, considor-
ing the dehcate and diffioult duttes which wspectors have to dis-
charge, we ought to retwn as ingpectors persons of the samo class
ax we have thow now. We beheve tlhu work will bo more
etlicientiy done by them than 1t would bo by any schoolmastors.
They will, as 1 have sind, increaso with the extension of the sys-
tem, but [ hope not very rapidiy.  Wo must recollact that inspoe-
tion and the werease ol wmspectors are evils wseparable trom a
centrad systemt,  We geant money § at s necessary we should as-
cettam that it has been properly apptied, and we kuow not how we
can get that ainlormation except tllrmlgh'persous appointed to exa
mane and eport. But let mo say, that if the number of inspectors
should become too large, Government and the Ifouse have the re-
medy w thewr own hands.  The number of mspectors is far larger
than st need be at this moment, beeauso each donomination has
1ts owit nspectors, and it often happouns that three or four gentle-
men are sant to the same town to mspect the schools m it. ~ That,
of course, involves an enormous waste of time and money, and
some good wight be effected by makimg the same gontlemen in-
speet all classes of schools, with the exception, pcrﬁaps, of thuse
belonging to the Roman Catholics. However, we propose nothing
of that kind ; T merely point out what might be doue. Aunother
evil is that wa shall pay over the money to the manager of a
school, mstead of to the person who is to recerve it ; and therelore
wo are not guite so sure that the money will reach the hands for
which 1t s designed.  That, however, 13 more a theoretical than a
practical objection, and | have no doubt that the charitable and
raligions persons who manage schools will be found in every re-
speet qualified to discharge this trust. 1 have now laid before the
t{onse, I am afraid at too great length, the views and intentions of
tite Governmient with rospect to the roport of the Education Com-
mission. I hope that, whatever hon. gentlenten wmay think of our
propasition—upon whici, of course, 1 caunol expect them to de-
fives a judgment until they have seen the dotails—they wil), at
least, believe that we have honestly endeavoured to do our best,
urder circamstances of great difticully.  We have endeavoured to
meet the case as we could; and we hops, by the kind assistance
of the House, to succeed w giving greater efficiency to the present
system. ‘The House must not expect from nsimpossibihties. We
cannot combine in the same system the advantages of the voluntary
principle with those of the system of public grants.  We want to
catry ont the best system under present circumstanges as far as we
can.  So far as we can elevate it—so faras we can make 1t more
comprehensive, more efficient, and more ecomomucal, we are most
anxions to do so.—FEnglish Journal of Education.

The Study of Natural Ilistory.

Shall the study of natural history be introduced into our Public
Schools, together with that of chemistry, boil orgnaic and inor-
ganic? The subjects of this inquiry are now exciting cousiderable
interest among the {tiends of public school edneation, It is mawm-
tained by some, that botany and zoology should be introduced
into all our District Schools, ind studied by the children as are the
atts of spelling, orthoépy, and reading. Others claim that not only
botany and zoology, but agricultural chemistry, geology, and miner-
alogy, should also b studied in our Coramon Schoals  The latter
reason, that because many of the children that attend the Public
Schools never enjoy any other advantages for education, they should
be taught in these schools what is essential to their future pursuits
in life; and as many of them will.bs farmers, they should, there-
{ore, be tanght agricultural chemistry; botany, and zoology. This
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soittidy pluugable anoug by bt huve not those children it thy Pub-
lie Schools that aro to bo lshermen, morehants, mechanies, bankers,
shoemakers, wnd =0 on o the ond of the Hist of indusirial employ-
ments, equal eluims? 1 ane pursut s 1o be s fuvoed, then
must il he alike tavored, olse our sehools will ceaso (o bo Contimon
Schaols, in the wenso they vow hear that sigticant distinetion,

Itis not wy popbse now, however, to considor the objoctions
brought wgainst the convse of study suggested above, but inther to
thraw out same hints fo lenchers concorning o method of nwaken-
e amd deepeing an interest in children”  ntrasted to thom for
straetion and training in watweal history  Mr. Maun, the  fivat
Secvotiry of the Bomvd of Idneation, was oneo intorrogated as to
whut i the best book for o teacher to use in instruoting tho chil-
dren of his chargo in moral philosophy, < Tus ‘Tracnen, re-
plrud the great pioncer of edueational reform and improvement,
with deep varnestness. So would say to one who should ask me
what is the best book for a teacher 1o use in teaching nataral his-
tory in o Comuon School, 2he Teacher,

Thur the inferenco i Pluin, that [ woull not have natural his-
tory introduced into vur Publie Schools as a formal study with the
use of text-booke 5 aud I would have this remark apply to chemis-
iy, oiganic or inorganie, and most of the other departnents of
the natural seiences.” [t showld be required of all the tenchors of
vir Public Schools, and 1 doubt not it socn will be, nud especially
of the graduates of all our Normal Selwols, that they shall be ac-
quanted with the efewents of geology, mineralogy, botany, and
zwology, both m a soientific and aun economical point of view,
sufficiently to_onablo them 1o give instruction 19 childen,  For
illustration ¢ Let the teacheis” of this Commo..wenlth become
acquainted with its geotogy, mineralugy, botany, and zoology, so
that the common rocks, minerals, plauts, aud animals, can bo
named, their uses, habits, ote., discourse | upon tolligibly iu the
reseitee of the children assembled in il the school-hovses of the
3y State, from the lowost grado of schools to the highest; then,
ius_lo:ul of intradueing text-books, which bristle with hard, uniuntel-
hgiblo words, used as the nanes of rocks and plants aud animals,
T would have the teacher daily, and oftener il civcumstineos ill
allow, inslrnct.!ho whole school, or at Jenstall that occupy the same
reom, concerning sume object, creature, or thing, with the sight of
which they ave all quite familiar, and of which they already know
many factg, somo of which may bo of interest aven to the teacher.

1tis recorded ol Jonathan Edwards, the greatest metaphysician
of the Amernican world, that when a boy, scarcely ten years of age,
ho was so delighted in walehing a spicdor, that he wrote an essay,
detatling theioin the habits of the creatute, which so pleased lis
tather, that he sent it to a fiiend m Scotland, who wrote back to
the father, informing him that his son had reconded many origmmal
obzervations concernmg the spider, not contained in any work on
natural history. Judging from the habits of Jonathan when a boy,
as fonnd an the biegraphy of President Edwards, there is little
raomt {o doubt, that, had lie turued his altention to physics instea:d
of passing on to metap ysics, a higher department of  knowledge,
he would have been a Cuvier or n Linneeus,

I wonkl cxll such exercises as I have indicated, when intro-
duced into schools, object lessons. The abjects about uny school-
house m the rural distniets are <0 numerovs, that it would be hard
1o go wmiss. A boy ¢. 2. on the ‘way to school picks up the frag-
ment of & rock and hands it to lus teacher about the time for open-
g schooi, aud asks for 1t name. The teacher takes it und thanks
the Intle mquirer, and says, [ will tell you imwmediately after
opemng the schos!.  When the time arrives, the teacher holds up
the object before tne schoal, and asks, How many of you, scholus,
cun tell mo what [ have in my hand 2 Perhaps nearly every child
signifies his ability and readiness to answer. Permission is given
to speak. One says ¢ a stone,” another ¢ a rock,” ¢ a piece of
a rock,” ¢ a mineral,” ete., ete.  After having exercised the chil-
dren and given thew an opportunity to 21! all they kuow about it,
then the teacher invites their attention while he shail tell them
many thinzs about it that he knows, which they do not kuow.
His romarks lead him, in conclusion, to speak of its connection
with the soil, which gave bitth, as it wete, to the vegetable king-
dom, the lmk between the minetal kingdom and the animal
kingdom.

The next morning a little girl picks a flower on her way to
school, and presents it to her teacher on arriving there, asking him
to name it. Ho replies to her as he did on the precedieg day to
the little boy who bronght the fragment of a rock, and when the
time comes, he holds it up before the school, as he did the picce of
arock on the former occasion. In discoursing of this specific
flower, he is led to speak of the plant producing it, its habits, uses,
olc. It may have hisd upon it insects, or indications of their



