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rendered glass, for the mirrors# of
the ivomen, whicli were made into the
"llaver of brass," n- xod. xxxviii. 8.
The truc translation is, "wiesee by
means of a mtirror," made of polishied
metal, which refleets objects but in-
distinctly, "las in a riddle," or an
enigma. Sucn is the representation
given by inspired authority of our
present knowledge, of spiritual and
heavenly objects. Let us examine its
correctness.

The instruction conveyed to us by
the holy Seriptures, relative to the
character and dispensations of God,
the person and work and glory of
Christ, the existencee and attributes
of angels, and the honour and fclicity
of the rcdcemed, is highly important,
and adapted to comfort and sustain
the mmnd of the believer whiilst pass-
ing througli this vale of tears. But
a little reflection will show t.hat it is
necessarily defective. J-Ioiv imper-
fect, for instance, is aIl humaxi
language as a medium conveying
spiritual kno-,wledge! It is, even for
earthly purposes, often inadequate.
IIow frequcntly, ivhen our eyes have
seen some splendid production, of
nature or of art, and we wish to con-
vey to others the emotions wvhich we
ourselves have received, are we at a
Ioss for words. We ransack our voca-
bulary for epithets, and the cbaînbers
of our imagination for figures and
comparisons, and at length conclude
by saying, what is in itself a comn-
plaint against the poverty of language,
Ilto form a just conception of its
excellence, or grandeur, you niust sec
it yourself." If this is tino case as to
earthly objeets, how mucli more as
regards those which are lneavenly and
divine. It would be impossible,
through such a medium, to cotivey
auy thing but feeble and inaperfeet
representations of the hcavenly state.
This is plainly admitted by the
apostle. Sec 2 Cor. xii. 4.

It is, nioreover, an establised Iaw of
Looking glasses.-English translationi.

the mind, that Ilknowledge can only
be conveycd, throughi the medium of'
something alrea(ly known." llence
the inspircd writers, wvhen speaking
of the privileges of God's people, dtt
objcct of their hopes, &care ever
figurative, and speak by comparison.
This figu~rative style of wvriting is not
to be ascribed to, the oriental habits
of those Ilholy men of God,7 but to
the nature and necessity of the casv.
Tlîey are describing things whicli
CCeye lias flot scen," and in ordcr to
convey some idea of tlîeir excellence,
their grandeur, and permanence, tbev
tell us of"I crowns," of Ilthroncs," of

kindom,"of Il inhleritances," as
the rewvard of those that are Il faitlî.
fui unto death." We are not to con-.
ecive that heaven Nvitl litcrallv consist
in sucli things, but thcy are selcctcd
as images, as faint an(l inadequat(e
representations, of the "lriches ofthie
glory" Il wbich God bath laid UI) for
thern that love him." Thcy also
frcquently add to these figures, sone-
thing iii an earthly point of view,
inconsistent %with theni. Thus tlie

crovns" are Il croivns of lufe," dt
"kingdoms" are sucli a.s Ilcannot b)e

rniovcd," the Il inhieritances"* are "1iii-

corruptible, undefiled, and fade not
am-ay." But after ail, how iperfect

iheavenly state! IlWe sec it bv
means of a mirror, in a ri(ldle;* ani
ixuperfeet reflection of a feeble image
is ail that is presented to our view.

Nor is our spiritual knowledge
limited only by the defective mediuiin
througli wbich it is conveyed to uis.
T he capacities of the mind foi
Spi ri tual exercises, are parailyzed by thte
fail. Ilow often does thc Christiar,
complain of the weakness of bis iin-
tellectual efforts, in reference to
spiritual objeet-s! How feeble aild
interrupted are bis thoughts, ber
treacherous bis memory, how languid
his imagrination, and how short thte
season during bis eart hly carccr.
comiparatively, wvhich, ean be dv-votcd


