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of a Jew. TFor some unknown cause the Mussulmans ross one night, set
fire to the Jewish quarter, and killea eighteen men and six women. Two
of the men were besmeared with petroleum and burnt alive, The rest, to
the number of four hundred and fifty, escaped to the woods. 'The British
Minister made representations for redress. The Shah gave orders for the °
prmishment of the culprits, and indemnifying the Jews ; but the mollahs
rose in their wrath that any one should be punished for injuring a dog of
a Jew. Popular fanaticism rose high in Teheran. An attack on the
Britivh Legation and on foreigmers in general was even contemplated.
The Shah was alarmed by the agitation, and to appease the mollahs dis-
missed some French army officers from his service. Finally the Jews
were partially indemnified for their losses.

In November, 1892, I was in Hamadan during a reign of terror for the
Jews. Wishing to find a cause for the cholera, the Mohammedans turned
their wrath upon the Jews, an ambitious mollah instigating the attack.
Several Jews were seized and beaten. The mollah commanded that the
Jews should wear a distinctive cloak, should have a badge of red on their
coats, should not come out on rainy days, should dismount until a passing
Mussulman went by ; that Jewish women should wear black veils, and
houses of Jews not be higher than those of their Mussulman neighbers.
Some of the Jews took refuge with nobles, others fled to the telegraph
office and appealed to the Shah and the English Legation. A crowd of
Mussulmans shouting, *‘ Ya Ali! Ya Ali I’ surrounded the refugees and
threatened them, so that a dozen were frightened into accepting Islam.
The Jews in Bagdad hearing of the disturbances, appealed to their friends
in England. Lord Rosebery made inquiries concerning the affair. The
Shah sent word that the mollah should come to Teheran. A month of
confusion followed. Cnce the police seized the mollah. A frenzied crowd
attacked the governor, looted his house, and killed a servant. It then
turned toward the Jewish quarter, crying, ¢ Kill the Jews !’ The gate
of their quarter was closed and the Jews escaped.

One young Jewish convert, who is a pupil in the school, was sxr-
rounded by some Mussulmans and pressed to become a Mussulman. He
stood his ground as a Christian, and afterward gave before the governor
the reasons for his faith.

After a while the mollah was taken to Teheran, and the Jews were
again in peace.

These incidents do not show the coatinual state of the Jews, but they
well indicate the continual attitude of the people toward them, Continual
watchfulness is necessary on the part of the government, as there is no
moment when fanaticism may not direct its attacks against the Jews, The
Shah always tries to protect them from such attacks and oppressions.

Thus situated, it is no wonder that the Jews have a downcast mien and
abject manner. They live apart from all, and not only bate, but no doubt
despiso their oppressors, They largely maintain their laws of food. I



