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and Bara are the prinIcipal, are darkc skinned, wvith ecurly and frizzled, but net
wvoolIy, liai'; tai and vigorous, ithl fine fomnis. Thcy are a sly, perfidious,
brutal, and arrogant people, universally addicted to tiief t, and given te
drinkin-, flghting, and plundoring. About A.D. 1000 there carne another
tribe, or perhiaps twvo, (roin Eastern Polynesia, who, landing on the island,
soon pushied thii wvay iute the interior or inoutitain region, andl exterminat-
img the I'aquzmiba, %v1îo liad fled thither front the wvest coast, occupîcd their
lauds, and. increased very rapidly. These were the H-ovas and the Bêtsiléos.
Vie Hovas are Of muich lighitcr celer than the coast tribes, with straiglit
black hair, fine anci softL, and sometimes inclined to curi. Tlîoîr complexion
aud features are mucli likce the Malays, and are not m tichi darkier tlian tiiose of
theSpianiardls and Italians. They are rathor below the roiddle stature, butof
erect, figure, and wvitIi delicate and finely-formed limibs, and tliey are agile
and graceful iii their movernents.

The Bétsiléos are larger, the men averag'ing six fect, the w'omen from five
feet seven to five feet nine inches. Their complexion~ is darker thian that
of the Hovas, and their liair more crisp and cur]y. As to moral character
and intelligeiîce, they are somewhat beow the Hovas. The Bètaniinéna
and Btètsinisatlàk.- resemible the Hovas muclh more than any of tho other
tribes.

Thiere are, according to the latest authorities, 22 provinces or tribal divis-
ions cf the terri tory, some of thern sub-divided into districts, makzing a total
of (so.callcd) provinces and sub-previnces of 28. Tlieso are occupied by
feurteenl tribes, somne of themi divided in clans, and those clans soventy
veais ago, and even flfty years ago, were ofton f1lhtin- each other. Wars
of conquest, to obtain eithier territory or slaves, were constant betwveen the
tribes prior te 1820, and have not been infrequent since thiattinie.

Thie grecat province cf Imier-ina, eccupying the central and highlland
portion of the island, is the largest of ail the provinces; and bas beemc-
cupied for severai centuries by the Hovas, wvIi are now the most numnerous
an(l intelligent of the Malagasy tribes. Sixty or sevonty years a-o they nuin..
bered but 750,0 *00 or 800,000 souls wvhile the Bétsiiléo, an adjacent highiand
tribe, numnbered 1,500, 000, but owving te changes produced by wars, cîviliza-
tion, etc., the Hovas have nov about 1,800,000, and the Bé tsiléos only fromi
G630,000 te 750,000. In the earlier histcry cf Madagascar, the Hovas sei to
liave beeti unknowvn to those whc visited the coast; the Sakcalava, the
laiigest cf the coast tî'ibes, havin- a population ebtiiinated at 1,200,000, the
l3êtsiléos, from 1,200,000 te 1,500,000, the Bètaniniêna and Bêtsiznisàrakia
about as niany, and the BÔ.ra, a particularly savage and fercjous tribe,
about 600,000. There were somne smnaller tribos, numbering in 001, perhaps,
300,000 inore. It is probable tliat at that period the Hovas wvere included
anaoiîg tli Bêtânimêèna and 'tV-tsimisàralza, te, whom they are apparently
affiliated by race characteristies. Thie condition of ail these Malagasy tribes
in die first decade cf the present century wvas deplorable, miuchi lowvei than
thiat cf env most degraded Indian tribes, wvhom, no",erthieless, iii thoîr
hiabits, custeins and wvorship, they resenibled. They hiad ne written
Janguage, and, except in the case cf the Hovas, ne regular form cf gcvern-
ment; thecir wars wvere constant, and ended either in butcliery oî
enslaveinent cf the defeated party. They wvere lustful, brutal and
cruel; sorne cf the tribes wvere re.puted to be cannibals ; ail -were
treachierous, thlievishi and revengeful. Pc1yga.'ny wvas general, and they had
acquired frein the foreigners wvho liad visited themn the nmcst lcathisozne
vices of civilization. Some cf the tribes hiad a vague idea cf a Supreme
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