
Thcy inforincd hirm that they nuinbercdl thirty thonsand, and that they
kept themseives apart fromn their hecathen neighlbors as a speciai commu-

nity. The foliowing ycar, 150.3, the Rajahi of Cociii grave te Portuguec
a picec of gronnd on -%Nhiech te bnild a fort, and thlis place soon afterward
becanie a stronghiold of tite l'oimish religrioins orders ini India.

Certain relies of St. Thomnas arc said te bc in existenice, alld thle mira-

(;es attributed to these relies are ;vorthy of tite inost flionrisiig age of
medieval sulperstitioni. One of thecse 'vis te the effect that, when the Ind-
ian Lisbops annually approached the apostle's sitrine te, preseut their ofler-
ingts, lie opened his hand and graciously ieceived( titese, provideil tlîey wet*e

presented by orthodox believers, whie bce stcrn]y ivitlidrewv lus elosed palmn
from ail heretics ! -When inany ether abtlstrtl aid degrading stories

abounded, ne Nvonder that tlie Christian eoinnînty wvhieih delighitei il,

sueli thilngs gradually wasted away, tili its influeonce on surrotindiugc hleatiien-
ismn becarne a vanishing quantity.

There are hlistorical notices earrying baekc the antîquity of thte Malabar
Christiails te a very ancient date ; but they posscess twvo documients of the

Ii iiest aatiquity, whieli prove o lev ery far back ;ve munst gro te the tinie

of their arrivai in India. These doculments aire eiigravedl plates of cepper,
supposed te ho a t1ueu;and years old. One of these, written in Tarnl,
conveys a grant of land te a mierehant whe is stipposed to have belon-ged

,o th faniehean seet. The other is written in Tauinil-Mala 1.vaiun, . nd aise

coys a piece ef land te a coxnmnunity eonnected with actritele

Tarisa-palli, or Tarisa Chutrci. These axncienit documnenlts shiow that in

those refflete tilîneS the Syrian i stswr a reeegnived cotumuniiiity, to

'whomn certain riglits woe accorded.
*Unfrtunt43y ie intereourse cf the Romnan Catholic Chnrcli with thte

.Syrian Clristians is a long story cf criA persetion, in wvhicî te seeniar
ani was invokzed for the purpose cf forcib]y conmpelling siibmission te

Rorne, with the alternative of mnchel suftering and sonietimies even cf deatit.
Mdar Atalla, one cf the Syrian biisbops, %vas ftrst imprisoned at Goa, aud
thon buriied as al heretic ini 1654. In 17î00 an other of tlieir inetrans or
1lsiops, Mar Simon, fell into their liands, and 'vas detained at Pondicherry'
in irons tihi luis death. Whien the Portiuguese liad been ousteul froin Cochiti
1q the Duiteit there came relief f rei persecution in tluat lovalitv ; but flu.

syrians contintied greatiy destittute cf bouks, of pastors, and of instruution,
ana their mnoral and spiritual ton-e -was ieovered thrlti:. thvir ilitercolirse

witt te Jesuits. The native rulers, toi), wvere de.spoii .111nil merciless,

auld tldings were alto gether at a Iow cbb witen, lin 1 79.3, Cucih surrendlereil
to thRe British.

Without going f trtier into te quiestion cf antiiqtîity, sîficit te say

tint at tho Concil cf Nice, :325 %.D., a bishop named Joiu s"igned the
dteces thon passedl as o erpoia f Persia and of Greaut Indi a ;" and
abtout tho year 200 A.D. antmits, whii then presided ever a coliege in

Alesandria, is said Vo have. hiniself goee to India anud iabored t1iere ; titis
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