CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

ot Christmas vacation.  But sgain let us consider the situation
o those fow who have been induced to mako an cffort at a refor.
mtion, and yiolded so far as to pledge themsclves 10 abstain
gum the use of this hquid fice wiuch has been the chief meuns of
3 their folly, miscry and musfortuncs; behold these few endea.
wenng to reeover thewselves after many years has been spent in
seourre that they have at last becomoashumed of 5 here they are
cntending with a hiost of oppositian, the snters of some, and the

of others; so far they have maintained ther mtegnty, by
woiding those hounts of drunkenness to which they formerly
msorted s and one would suppose they were downg ol in their feeble
gower fo redeem thenisetves from thoir sad condition ; but not.
withstanding all their precaution, the encmy, that scourge of
cakind, that abomination which overcomes mans physiend and
weatal powers, that wiich conguered an Alexander, with proper
anthority 18 brought, in the most ulluring and tempting sspeet, into
the barrack-roam, amongst thoxe who arc but partally healed of
thesr malady. The dsesse is very infectivus,—the contagion
spreads, and alas, there urc so many mstances of our fondest hopes
being prostrated mto the depths of degrading drunkenness ugam,
that we have great occasion to weep.  Se many instances of real
woe, have resulted from ihese bheensed festivities, that it 18 high
tme to 7RisC U our voices and disclaim against them. In place of
being able to greet that suspictous moimng with thankfulness and
Moly joy, as being the anniversary of our geeat deliveress bistly, I
could almost wish 3t wae omtted from the calendar, ar that there
s no such day in existence; for i the judgement when
the secrets of all hearts shall bo made kuown, the account
of that day and its proceedings, will, ¥ have much reason o fear,
beblacker than any other. 1 have feebly attempted to show the
swfalresults attending 2 Chnstimas speat in the sarvice, but I am
sholly at a loss for language strong enough~~this is but a shadew
of what tho reality is.  Varions kinds of public drunkennesshave
of it been.abolished amongst us, vi.—roviews, promotions,
astlenien jotmng after purchusing commussionsand being pusted
wther company, &c., &e., Queen's buth day, and so on, are al.
post yaknown now, through the salutary influence of the tofal ad.
ttence pledge; and 1 have reason to hope that the Chnstmus
erlls may soon be unknown amongst us o0,

EDUCATION,

[ESUETR S —
Self«tanght Men.

Inthe different monarchics of Europe, where the means of early
oloeation are restncted, where the inhabitants are divided into
gades, and power is exclusively vested i the hands of the wealthy
o the noble—where, 1 & word, susrocaacy mdes, the moechanie
8100 often regarded as » machme, miended to mereuse the com.
fris of the favered few who inhent wealth and dignity.  Honor
12d distinction, those stimulauts to high.couled and enterprisng

are presumed to be beyond the reach of the man whe gams
& bivelihoud by honest industry; yet, oven there, where vce and
poeetty are too ofien considered synonymsus termy, the humble
mechanic and the lowly serf, undaunted by the cheerless prospects
bifore them, bave in many instances struggled successfully for
fyme and distinction agamst the tremendots tde of pregudece, snd
by the foree of energy und eaterpnise atone, have attoned the suin.
mitofemuncnico and wealth, or gamed wamortality by admimstening
tathe comfortx, or increasiug the knowledge of theis fellow.nen.

Ricuarn Anxwatenyt passed the earher years of his Itfe m pur.
sidr tho humble occupation of a barber; but he was fand of |
rading ; and what proved of more value to hun, he had cardy .
wquired habits of reflection.  He conceived the idea of spnning |
eton by means of machincry, and notwithstanding he wasniver. |
alle poor snd friendless, nutwithstandng he was cvery whero nid.
“uled as & visionary projector, who deserved a cell w Bedlam—

tydhe foree of energy and appheation, he succeded in canying;
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his design (which hns since proved so boneficial,) into cffect, and
afterwards revelied in all the luxurics of wealth, and wos knighted
by his sovereign.

Jonx Luswuie wos the son of a humble farmier of Largo, in the
lowlands of Scotland ; and when he had attained bis 15th or 26th
year, he had mude considerable progress in all the branches taught
at the villuge school.  Ho was now employed asa herdsman; and
as tho pusture on which bic tended lus cattle was for the most part
hedged in, his attendunco wos mare & necessity of being in the
field than an employment,  This gave him leisire, and ho sought
to improve lye mmd, By some meana he became possessed of a
copy of Simpson’s Juchd, vpon which he commenced his career
as & wathematicom @ he powdered  the foot.path by the hedgo
vath sand, dehneated hix figures thereon, and closing his book,
went throngh his demonstrations. It so happoned, that one day
the ymmster of Largo was taking a walk which led un by the
other side of the hedge, and be was staxiled by hearing muftered
sounds, and hstening, he could hear drsinctly the words angle,»
“nangle® * wo sides of the one equalto two rides of the other
amd A B € mungled with words und sentences—~> that must bo
the mathematies,” quoth the winister of Largo—and he was truly
astomshed to find 3nck Leslic overcoming that in solitudo 2nd
withont instraction, which the mimster nmself had never been able
to avercomie awnd 2l the sviences and stimuli of St. Andrew's
Unwensity, Suffice it to say, that by his means young Icslio
received 2 University education, beecame afterwards diszi;guishcd
for his scholastic attainments und grasp of intellect, andsuceceded
the celebrated Playfasr as Professor of Natoral Pinlosophy in
Edinburgh. :

Jaues Fencusay was the son of x man in the humblest conditions
of hfe. He was employed during his carlier years m keeaing
sheep—and eagerly approprinted every leisure moment to siudy
and reflection. While lus flock was feeding around him, he uscd
10 busy humself in making the madelsof mills, spinning wheele, &e.,
doning the day, and in stuyding the stars at night, bke us prede.
cessors of Chaldea,  Without instruction he becume ap able
astronomer und ascertained the cause of cclipses.  He strugpled
hard with adversity for many years, but finally by the aid of enter-
priso and mdustry, he rased lumsell from poverty and obscurity
1 a dstingwrhed place among the philesophers of the age.

WaLiax Girronp was the son of o dissipsted mariner, and at
hiis father's death was feft fricndless and foslorn.  He was put on
hoard & couster by Ins godfather 2a a cabin.boy whers he remmined
tit hie wos 14 years of uge.  He was afterwards apprenticed to a
shoemaker, and continued at his trade till he was 18 yours old.
Dunng his apprenticeship he devated every leisare moment to study,
and made haosell completely master of ulgebra, withont any in.
struction,  Being destitute of puper, per, and ink, he hammered
out pieces of leuther as smooth 13 possitle and wrought his pra.
blemson them with a bluntedawl, We cunnot sufficiently admire
the perseverance of such a youth.  And his perseverance was
rewarded—ior the fame of his literury punstits reached the ears of
a gentlanan who was the means of purchasing the remainder of
fe thne.—und placing him n a situation where be conld acquire
a chissical education—and he afteswards proved to be one of the
ablest writers and mcst distinguished critics of his day.

Many other lustrations of a similiar character might be brought
forward, but ¢ is uonceessary.  In this country i is computed
that about ninetcen.twenticths of the pepulation ave engaged in
manufactares, teade, or agriculture. Bt aceording to the system
of a republican government, the people rule, and a man is respected
sccarding ta the qualities of his hiead und heart,  “Fhe question is
vot usked whether he is a farmer, & mechame, or 2 member of a
fcamed profession—whethier hie 33 the child of poaverty, or the inhe-
ntor of wealth. I e s a man of information, talent, and mtegnty,
he may reasonably aspire to the first offices in the gift of his felow
citizene.  Instances nre mpwnerable in the histore of our country,
of men, wha, by their own mdustry, sequired an” edueation, ana
have ulterwards become distingusshied m our legistative halls, or
have assistew i the conucils of stawe. Such men have always
been nuted for wisdam, firmness of character, and inflexible pat.
nosm.  Here the colcbrated fine of Pope will truly apply

“ Act well your part—ticre all the honor Jies,”
~Bosion HMercantile Juur.

How to Treat the Poor.

Treating the poor by proxy. We sit at home at case, in
blessed unconsciousncss of poverty and pain.  Through the
ncwspopers, or the parliamentary report, we heaz of deststution



