
THIE PIIACTiCAL BBE-KEEPER.

snow now cover.ing it wvill be likely to
protect it till well along in the spring.

SELIBY, Ont., Feb 28rd.

Notbing 5ettled-Conflict-
irig Opinions.

A. BOOMER.

Perhaps in no other industry or pro-
fession can there, be found Pot only .such
a divergence, nay more, such a real
conflict of opinion as there sceme to exist
in this bee business. Let a question be
submittcd Vo a dozen of our most practi-
cal bee-kceepers and not more than two
or three, at most, of then- will agree in
tîcir answers. And the divrgence of
their views is often quite bewild.-.ring,
One man approvca.of cellar wIntering,
another as strongly supports the out
door plan. One would have seaictl
covers, another would have ursealed or
new cotton. -One wants sh.ýloi fra mes,
another a deeper one, and-so we might
go on enumerating, and fn almost, if
flot in every particular, 'we find this
satrte divergence of opinion. What lias
been onB man's experience, lias flot
proven true wî th the other And ania-
teirs likr. -mystàif, are often vcry miUcLi
puzzled to know what plan. is best for
him Vo adopt, either as to winter,
apring or summer management, or as to,
style of hive that will be the most
easily manipulated for extractîng and
comb honey purposes

Onie of my ileighbors says, "lthat, be-
fore he bean to, read bec books iznd
papers lie bad good zuccess and got lots
of honey but after adopting somne of the
newfangled ways, le lost ai his becs."

Now whilst I dont think , that his
adversity in Vhs line was attributable
Vo 'reading bec literat-re, it wouid
nevertheless be mudli more satisfactory
if there were at least a greater con-
-eDsi-s of opinion uron the leading
f datures of Vhe industry.,

I think it possible however to so amal-
gamate somne of the appare"stly conilict-
in- opinions as to extract at least saine
information froin them as tn the di ff'erent
methods o? %vintering. I shallsay notti-
ing- just nowv, the time for îaIîything of'
this kind is early in the fait, nor shall I
say anythi ng as to the particular kcind
or size of hive to use. A good deal is
being said in favor of the Langstroth,
I suppose by those who use theni, ttufs
seems to have arisen by way of deciding
if possible on the best depth of f rame,
and those who use them dppear to con-
clude that with a shallowv fram-, such as
used in the hive referred to, the bees
wiIl more readiiy enter the sections or
supers. I use a somewhat deeper frame.
and have neyer had any trouble gettinge
the bees to enter the sections. Some,
parties put sections into hives that have
swarmcd and expect to get them filled,
this is simply nonsense, unless ail qucen
cells have been eut away after a young
queen hias hatched ont, but in such a
case if I think they wvill make somne
.surplus 1 give them. % case of exnpty
combs in. tkie super aud do not, ri: the
risk of getting à case of sections perhaps
haîf f1illed and thus spoiled. 1 do flot put
either sectio -is or s-opers on an old
.colony untîl 1 arn satisficd they are

LtIn eugh both In nutubers and
amount of honey stored in the brood
chamber and then I do flot have to wait
long to flnd the becs busv at work,
either lu thc sections or supers. Ouhers
will put sections onto second swarms
and expect to get themn iilled, but are
mostly disapppinted. I put sections
only on old colonies and first swarms on
old colonies, by using fuit sheets of
foiundation in thc sections. Q.ueeni ex-
cluders may quite safely bc omittea,
also, on new% swvarms, if fuîl sheets of
fouindation are used and becs allowed a
few daYs to draw U out so that the
queenr may get to laving, in which case
queen exeluders may quite safely ho.
u1ittCed, but if th(- swarn bcx verv lar-'d


