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the bed of the oeean-by the commercial intercourso that is now main-
tained between Christian lands and rnany that arc still in a heathen state,
affording, thus the inust fàvourablo ol,,ortunities for an interchango of
spiritual as well as of temporal blcssiigs-and thongh last not least, by
the translation of the Scripturcs into aluiost ail the known langiuagres of
tho world tliat have been roduced to any systeni, and the case and chieap-
ness withi whichi copies in any of these languages can be inultiplied. This,
surely, is no inadequate substitute for the Ilgift of tongues," and while
mue Missior.aries tlîemselves have these tongues to learn in the ordinary
way, this with the heips now cnjoyed, is comparatively an easy and speedy
work. These, and sucli as these are advaiitagcs peculiar to the present
ugo and they place our Missionaries in a muore favorable position, in rnany
respects, for carrying on their grcat work with vigor aud efficiency, than
that occupied by the first Mifissionaries with ahl the peculiar advantages
whichi they enjoyed. Let us mnake diîe rnost of our's as tlîey did of their's,
and the restilt will be similar-as satisfactory to ourselves as honoring to
God. Let us, like the wvotman commnended by our lord do wliat wve can,
and pray earnestly and beiievingly that H1e, hirnself, will do wkhat ive ca.?.-
not, and the work shall prosper in our hands; sooner or later, it shaîl be
erowned withi complete success.

Froin this slight sketch I think you will admtit, rny friends, th-at the
past history of the Missionaryv enterprise is ins'ructive and stiinulating,
and twat its present position is favorable on the whole, and its prospects
encouragyingý. Another very hopeful symptom is to be found in the pro-
minent place wbich Utic cause of Missions now occupies in ail Evangelical
churches. With those in America I amrn ot so well acquainted, but of
those in Great Britain I eau speak more particularly. What a different
place doos it occupy aubong theui now, as compared with what it did haîf
a century agro or littie more ? Look at the Il London. Mission ary Society"
for exanple,-then a tiny ril1 issuing frein a lolo in the rock, now a
înighty river, fed by a thousand tributaries, and fertilizing, many a wilder-
ness and solitary place in bcathiendorn ; and the British awd Foreign Bible
iScciei, then "la cloud no bihrger than a inan s baud," now darkening the
wholc heavcn, and distiling, its showcrs of blessing ou ail places, and in
almost every language eof the carth. Other general societies followed
these, in Scotland as wcll as in England ; on a snîaller scale indeed, but
based on the saine Catho'hic prineiple, and supported by different denoi-
nations of Christians. The age of t1iese, howe ver, is now gene by. Ori-
ginating in necessit, they have, to a great cxtent, ceased and dctermined
with the necessity that gave theni birth. It required then thc contributions
of several denoininatio 'ns to cquip, scnd eut, and muaintain a Mission in tue
heathen world ; but, il iv, eachi denomnation of any aceount, eati do this
froi its owvn resources, and ail of theni accordingyly have thieir own Mis-
sionaries, and occupy their ewn fields of Missionziry labor. In this way
the general societies have been in a grest mneasure swvallowed up by par-
ticular churcîxes, as the rods of the Egyptian inagicians were by thiat of.,
Aaron. Thus, several years age IlThe Scoltish Olissionar2lSociety" termnina-
ted its existence by handing ever its _Missionary Stations, &c. , to our Church
in Scotland ; and only hast ycar, she adopted in like manner, Il The Scot-
tish Society for the Conversion of Israel." The truth is, that now every


