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plan ivas excellent in its wvay, and brimt'ul et'
ingenuity : but unt'ortunately for ite practical
application, the spindles et' our owa staple
trade bave only boon partially auppliod with
liai fer some years past; there is, censequently
net a single pound et' thiat article te spare from
its legitimato source et' consumptien. To gîve
effect te, any plan of producing frem fiai a sub-
stance likeo cotton we must first bave onougli
and te, spare-a rcsult net iikely te be realised
fer some years te cerne.

Merchants and ethor capitalîsta coanected
with the linon trade bave beca making great
ciertieus, for years past, te, bring about a more
ample aupply et' raw matorial; but, te this day
the effoot et' their ciortiens bas enly boon par-
tial, and still tbe cry et' famine in the fiai
market rings t'rem Belf'ast te Dundee, and t'rom
Dunfermline te, Leeds. During the last ferty
yoars, the value et' raw cottea has se, fallen in
prico that its manufacturera have been cnablod
te, produce geods suited te, the wvants et' al
classes, and thus the use et' muelin and calice
as articles et' clothing bas beceme se general
ia nearly ahl parts et' the world that steam-
pewer, acting on spindie and boom, le taied te
the uttorinost et' its gigantie strongtb te meet
the necessities et' the millions et' people et' al
nations and duoms who clothe tbemselves with
the products et' the cetton plant. We bave al-
luded te, the vast roduction wçbicb bas taken
place ia thie cost eof cotton weolasince 1841, but
from, that date ne such change bas oecurred in
the value et' fiai; and bence tbe linon trade
bas bast ail the advantagos wbicb would incvi-
tably have resultcd t'rom, a gradually dewn-
ward figure in the price et' raw material.

Within the last t'ew days, we have bad some
conversation witb the bigbly intelligent gen-
tleman wbio, as the accroditcd agent eof the
Canadian Geveramoat, bas been sent ever te,
this country for tbe purpese et' aeoertaining the
prebabilitios et' succeas la an exteaded aystemn
et' fiai culture ia Upper Canada. Prom alI we
ha'-ý been able te, ascortain on the subjoot,
there seeme te ho neo doubt that, by due energy
on the part et' the Canadians, ceupîed with a
fair prospect etf remunorative prices hore, tbe
lande et' that celeny would soon produce very
large additions te, our prosent supplies et' flax.
It is well known te those acquainted with the
agrieultural affaira et' Canada, that many et' the
t'armera there have for yoars pastboon growing
wiheat, on the saine lande, until, as was once
the case with thc petate fields et' the South
and West et' Irelaad, the seil bas been sorieusly
deteriorated la its productive pewers. The
change, therefore, frema incessant cropping vith
one description et' grain te, the rotatory system,
caused by the introduction et' fiai-growing
would benefit the soul bardly lees than it would
advantage the cultivater.

It bas beon said that labeur is atill tee higb
in Canada te admit et' any remarkable success
iù the growth et' an article that requires se,
xnuch attention during aîl its stages et' cul-
ture ; but those wbo argue thus forget tbat the
Canadlian colonipt is the monarch et' the seil
on whlcb hoe bas located bimelt'. The land is
bis own proporty, purchased direct from tbe
Crown; ho does net owo fealty te any landi-
lord. Where hoe stands, witbin the limits et'

bis farm, ho is its chiot'; and the citent of' local
taxation does not excecd a~ fractional per cent-
age on the value eof bis land. Thon, as to, the
nominal rrice of' labour, ive grant it is far
above the value in tîjie country. As a sot-off,
howevor, it may be stated tbat an able-bodied
nman will do as mucli w~ork there ii the course
of' a day, as is usually pert'ormed bore in a day
and a baif. Agricultural cnergy is pushoti on
with groat spirit ; in t'act, tho fariner and bis
oeratives seoni to work with Uthe steam, at
higb pressure.

If' thon, the Canadian finx-grower bas se
many tbings in bis favour-if lie lias lands
which contain aIl the elements se poculiarly
required for the food of the plaat-we do net
see wby bie should net bo able te produce a
quality eof fibre wbieh -%vould, tully remunerate
bim fer bis outlay and enterprise. Wbat with
the recent improvoments in the maohinery for
spinnîng linon yarn, and the remarkable suc-
cees tbat has attended the adaptation of stcami
to, the linon loom, there soome to e o eluit
to tbe quantity of fiai that could be werked
Up in the United Kingdom, were tbat fiai pro-
ducod in suob amplitude aud at such prices as
would give full play te, the taste for the wear
ef linon as an article et' clothing. Fer some
years pat, the supplies eof fiax bave actually
been fallîng off in this country. In 1853, there
were 1,882,400 ewte. eof fereign fiax iinperted,
and 867,000 cwts. grewing in Ireland. Last
year the imports enly amounted te 1,e464,300
cwts., and the produce ef Irish lande did net
exceed 650,000 cwts. Wbile this decline was
going on in the supplies of fiai, those et' Cet.
ton rose frem, 8,500,000 cwts. te, 12,419,000
cwts.

Tbe India Fiai Society bas gene te werk ia
riglit earnest, and, we doubt net, -%vill. be, able
te produce large accessions toexcisting sup-
plies; but, granting ail tbis, there will etili ho
a wide field et' oporatiens; aud that field
xnight ho well lecated in Canada. Were the
farmers of that celeny te, raise annually tbree
bundrod thoueand acres of fiai, evory single
stone woîght et' the produce could ho wvorked
up by Irish apindlos alone. We would re-
quest the special attention of spinners, manu-
facturers, and bleachers tu, this subject. It ie
a vital one now, more tbaa ever it was hefere.
Witb the ports et' Franceoening te us, Bol-
gium will aIse take largoly of our yarns and
linons.

The Hlanse Towns, with their hait' million
eof people, took lait year ton million yards of
our linon clotb ; and Holland, witb its pepu-
lation, oaly equal Ie that of the city eof Lendon,
took tbree and a baif million pouads of yarn.
Other States are following in the wake et'
these Froe-trade countries ; but, te, enable our
capitalists te, take full advaatage of the favor-
able oponings for yarns and geetis, there must
be a full supply of cheap material. Canada is
now witbin aine days' rua ot' the Irish coast;
facility et' transport is, consequently on tbe
side et' the enterpriso; and if the fiax-spinners
and merobants of Belfast, and ether «sats of
the manufacture, jola with the Canadian Go-
vernmont in setting the thing afloat, the pro-
jeot cannot fail of aucceas. Se far as we oaa
leara from mercbaats conversant with the


