THE PRESBYTERIAN.

barns are filled with plenty, whose home-
steads arc surrounded with fertile Jands
whose stores of merchandise yield ample
incomes, whose manufactures are already a
séurce of enrichment to many, whese ships
foat on lake and river, and on almost
every sca,—!et us do our duty, honouring
the Lord with our substance und with the
fir:t fruits of all our increase. Lzt us see
to it that the Ordinances of the Gospel are
liberally sustained in our settied parishes
and stations.  Let us also look with iindly,
loving eve toward those remate portions of
the country where the people live in desti-
tuetion of the means of grace ;—where the
az:d forget the God and Church of their
fathers, and the voung grow up in igno-
rance of the Holyv Scriptures, and of the
wav of lifc in Jesus Christ our Lord. Lot
our Cities become centres of energetic
Missionary movements. L2t our whole
'\c*-'\lc wake up 10 a sense of the respon-
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‘or :hc. outlving and ozhcr destitute districts
21 Canada, ‘what the people of Scotland out
oi their comparative poverty, vea and be-
vond their power, once did for us.

The progress and present position oi the
Church of Scotland in this Country are
wargely due to those ministers who, in the
vear 18354 surrendered, of their own free-
wil, 2 part of their share in the Clergy

cserve Fund tor the szke of providing for
cach of their saccessers in the ministry 2
smail endowment. The sacrifice which
these honoured men thus made, vielded
t'nc chief outlay which has been incurred

»w the Synnd, since that time, for Church
cxiension.  Ministers were the creators of
that Fund by which, with inconsiderable
contributions from the iaity vear by vear,
the Church has been enabled 1o advance her
pasition to previously unoccupizd posts.
The growth of the Church has outstripped
the wise and worthy provision which this
Fand thus supplicd. Some vears ago its
cusindians were obliged, practically, to
reduce the annual aliowance to cach minis-
ier from $200 10 S150. At this time they
find themselves constrained to withhold
from nearly forty mirnisters the help which
their oider brethren receive. For this
emergency it behoves you to provide; the
move, that the larger number of these
fortv ministers are, of alt their brethren,
in greatest need of help. Tt is probable,
as has been lately forsshadowed, that per-
manent reliet will be sought to be supplicd
by the creation of a Home Missionary
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Fund, scparate and distinct from the Tem-
poralitics’ Fund. Whether this change
shall be cffected, it will be for the Synod
of 1870 to determine. ‘This at least
clear, that, in these circumstances, you
owe it 10 the Church and to vourselves,
to make provision, first of all, for the
pressing wants of vour under-paid clergy;
sccondly, for the extension of Ordinances
This two-fold
obligation we press upon vour carne<icon-
sxdcratlon. We ask vou s hether, in view
of your carly trainirg and present privileges,
as well as of tnc bounties which Provi-
dence has bestowrd upon vou, you are
willing to allow the Church w hlch has 0
long cared for voursclves and vour chil-
dren, to fail in s great mission to this
country for lack of that help which it is in
vour power to afford ¢ We ask vou whether,
with the means which God places at your
disposal, vou are content that the Church
to which vou belong shall remain the
lowest of all the Churches around you in
the <cale of Home Missionary contribu-
tion ¢ We ask vou further, whether, in
view of the exiension of Canadian scttle-
ments to the territories of the far West,
and the certain migration thither of many
familics and people belonging to the Church
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+ of Scotland, vou are prepared to let them

go there unfollowed, and 1o live unblessed
by the Ministry and Ordinances to which
they arc lovally attached 2 Rather, will vou
not risc o a sense of the opporiunity for
doing gnod which God now scts before
vou >—cmulating the zeal and liberalizy of
vour Christian ucighbours?  Is therc any
reason why other Churches in this country
should excced in ecclesiastical liberality
the Church of Scotland ? Are the members
of other Churches more able to give than
vou? Arc their farins larger than yours, or
their crops more abundant? Arc their
merchanis and manufacturers richer, their
mechanics more skilied, their iaborers more

t muscular, energeiic, thrifiy? Or, are they

morc distinguished by Christian intclli-
gence and cducation than vou?

Shall we then put it down to lack of
rcqard for the Church or of loyalty to her
interests, that vou fall behind in this work
of the Lord? This can scarcely be charged
agzinst vou. Witness vour noble cffort to
place our University and “ Schonl of the
Propheis” bevond all damzc. of decay ; vea
more, 10 raisc it to a po<mon of capacity
and influcnce worthy of its Ecclesiastical
and Scottish connection! The prompt



