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REVIVALS. the helas. Again and again have churohea5
BY R-V.started certain machineries or sent off for
1W RV. HSOORBL. UYL~R. certain men with the confident expectation:

We sce qu~ite frequent announi..irnnts of producing a reival; the wiall;merant
in the sectilarjournals that the Rev. Mr. efforts have ended in utter failure. Sim'i--
A- or the well known avangeliet Mr. lar mot'hods do not always preduco simi-
B- is about to "commence a revival" in 1cr resuits. It ie just because; paqtors and
a certain place. They mean that special churches do not recognize 'this fact that
reh'nlous services are to, be held, and the they so often worry themselves ovor the
word revival is thur nicat inaccurately op. failures of well-intended efforts, and are
Plied to moire huma» ageacies which are sonietimes drive» into desperate expe-
intended to produce certain spiritual re- diecnts. No littie revival. niachincry haà
suite. They may produce suoh resuits or hegun ;vitl clatter and endled 'iii moke
thoy may not; th-e wheels may ho set ia Man wvas ine.it; Géd %vas net.
motion, but tho "1living Spirit" froim boa- On the other hand, -the nmeet povçrful
vo s nefot slways '*%vithin the ivlieels." and blessed rçvivals ha:ve oftdý buref sud-
A very eminent evar.gdist yîsited one of den]y upoi' a church. NA huinaa causes
our chief cities a few menthe ago, and ai- %veto discjoverabie. I my4-own ilminiUter-
though very extensive arrangements wcre ial experience of forby-one ycars, cvery
cnrried eut for soveral weeks, aiid nmcuy revival, exccpt eue, camne unexpecteffly.
attractive services hield, the resuit as Thu first ene-at Btiriigwon, N. J.-*bc-
meneured by-conversions was very eniali. gan when my littie churcli was quite dis-

Nov a genuine Revival is a quickening couraged, and wihiex nof a solitary effort
of the church of Jesus Christ- or of niany hiad been set in motion. The appeal of a.
churchs-by the power of the Holy Spir- littie Christian girl a'wvacned a young nia»;
it. One of the usual fruits is au unwonted the youth's uiothîrreported the fact to-mo;
r.unber of conýversions. But a church 1. wiuxediateiy started tho niother in one.
that le aroused te a freshi iiburality in giv- directiun aid 1 hurried off in another, in-
mgc, and a fresh activity in Christian la- jviting our people tu a prayer-ineeting that
hours, is a revived chuivch aiso. Luther's very evcning. The hume was thronged,
Reforjnation-work was.a stupendous revi- anct the very atiînosphere seumied t e h
val; so wvas thie birtli and gro%%th cf Meth- chiarged wvîth a lheavenly eiectricity. It
(,dis n under the brothors Wesldy. Since wias a email 'O0d, School" Preebyteriaii
the da) s cf Finney and Nettieten 'ive have ichurch, whlxoly unaccustonocd to revival-
hieen accuston'id, te apply the word te an scunes; aothuxg was done but plain prcach-
awakening, cf God's peèple, attendcd with ing uud f ervent praymng: we àtuflg the o]d-
the conversion of imî,enitent sinners. AI- faslitoned hymne and ]ield ne inquiry-
inest inn umerable trentises and tracts and xxxce-ixgs"; and yet for a nmeutli a work
disccurses have been issuod on the theory wvent forward wIchfer solimnity.and ia-
of revivals; but te thie heur they romain tensity of feeliug and puugency uf convie-'
a m'ystery. And for the very eufficent tions and thoroughness of convercdon3s
reasea that they are net centrolled by the equalled s-oine o! tue inost powerful w.hicli
same uuiform laws tlt prevail iii the uat- Charces (i. Finny describos in hie Auto-
ural world. The seeunce cf cituse and biography. The conîvictions of sin wereli
effeot je invariable in nature. WVater at cm. e ccs 8o acute as Lu destroy appetite

a eti igh tempera tur. aiways boils; for food and diea~y Ic.Tecn
at a certaiti 10w teniporature it always versions werc e dean-eut as a néw coin
freezes. froni the iint. Lt ivas a normal revival

But the primo factor in a spiritual aNvalc- of the Pentecostal stamp; God was every-
euing is the sovereign Divine Spirit, 'which where, an nowhiere.
le like "the wind that bloweth where it Several yccrs afterward a remarkablu
listeth. " No miortal ma eau command the work began in the Market Street Ohurch,
presence cf the Efolv'Spirit, or assuredly New York, in quite as unexpected a fash-
prediot.Hie coming. No churcli tan arrange ion. Discovering during an afternoon of
auy special servicts, or set ia moetio~n cuy pastoral visits that Lhreeor four individ-
speciai rneasures with a positive certaint!, ucîs% were deeply imprcesed by the Holy
that they will be 1'olloved by the couver. Spirit, 1 ixnmediateiy summoned my Board
sioa of seule. Our severeigu God wili cf Eiders, and we eppointed specii ineet-
nover Ix,aii.t us te put our runy hands on lugs for overy evening, with lnquiry


