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REVIVALS.
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

We see
in the secu
A—— or the well known evangelist DMr,
B-— is about to ‘‘commencearevival” in
a cortain place. They mean that special
religious services are to be held, and the
word revival is thus most inaccurately ap-

lied to mere human agencies which are
intended to produce certain spiritual re-
sults, They may produce such results or
they may not; the wheels may be set in
motion, but the “living Spirit” from hea-
ven is not slways ‘‘within the wheels,”
A very eminent evargelist visited one of
our chief cities a few months ago, and al-
though very extensive arrangements were
carried out for several weeks, and many
attractive services held, the result as
measured by conversions was very small.

Now a genuine Revival isa quickening
of the church of Jesus Christ— or of many
churches—by the power of the Holy Spir-
it. One of the usual fruits is an unwonted
number of conversions.
that is aroused to a fresh liberality in giv-
ing, and a fresh activity in Christian la-
hours, is arevived church also. Luther's
Roformation-work was a stupendous revi-
val; so was the birth and growth of Meth-
udis n under the brothers Wesldy. Since
the dn, s of Finney and Nettleton we have
heen accustumed to apply the word to an
avakening of God’s people, attended with
the conversion of impenitent sinners, Al-
most innumerable treatises and tracts and
discourses have been issued on the theory
of revivals; but to this hour they romain
amystery. And for the very saflicent
reason that they are not controlled by the
same uniformn laws that prevail in the nat-
ural world. The sequence of cause and
effect is invariable in nature. Water at
a certain high temperature. always boils;
at a certain low temperature it always
freezes.

But the prime factor in a spiritual awak-
ening is the sovereign Divine Spirit, which
is like ‘‘the wind that bloweth where it
listeth.” No mortal man can command the
presence of the Holv'Spirit, or assuredly
predict His coming. No church can arrange
auy special gervices, or set in motion any
specinl measures with a positive certainty
that they will be followe& by the conver-
sion of souls. Our sovereign God will
never pe.mit us to put our puny hands on

ciuite frequent announioments

ar journals that the Rev. Mr. .

But a church

| tho helm. Again and again have churches

started certain machineries orsent off for
certain men with the confident expectation
of producing a revival; the woll-meant
efforts have ended in utter failure, Simi-
lar mothods do not always produce simi-
lar results. Itis just because pastors and
churches do not recognize *this fact that
they so often worry themselves over the
failures of well-intended efforts, and are
sometimes driven into desperate expe-
dients, No little revival machinery has
hegun with clatter and ended 'in smoke
Man was indt; God was not. ..

On the other hand, the most powerful
and blessed revivals have ofténr burst sud-
denly upon a church. No human causes
wero discoverable. 1n myrown minister-
ial experience of forty-one years, cvery
revival, except one, came unexpectedly.
The first one—at Burlington, N.” J.~be-
gan when my little church was quite dis-
couraged, and when not a solitary effort
had been set in motion. The appeal of a
little Christian girl awakened a young man;
the youth's mother reported the fact tome;
1 munediately started the mother in one
direction aud 1 hurried off in another, in-
viting our people to a prayer-meeting that
very evening.  The house was thronged,
and the very atmosphere seemed to be
charged with a heavenly electricity. Tt
was & small *Old School” Presbyterian
church, wholly unaccustomed to revival-
scenes; nothiug was done but plain preach-
ing and fervent praying: we sung {heold-
fashuoned hymns and lheld no inquiry-
meetings”; and yet for a mouth a work

went forward which for solemuity.and in-

tensity of feeling and pungency of convic-
tions and thoroughness of .conversions
equalled some of the most powerful which
Charles G. Finny describes in his Auto-
biography. The convictions of sin were in
su.e cases so acute as to destroy appetite
forfood and drive away, sleep. The con-
versions were as clean-cut as a neéw coin
from the mint. 1t was a normal revival
of the Pentecostal stamp; God was every-
where, man nowhere.

Several years afterward a remarkable
work began in the Market Street Church,
New York, in quite asunexpected a fash-
ion. Discovering during an afternoon of
pastoral visits that threejor four individ-
uals were deeply impressed by the Holy
Spirit, 1 iinmediately summoned my Board
of Elders, and we appointed special meet-
ings for -every evening, with inquiry
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