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AUGMENTATION.

To tho, Presbyterieg, gýexsion, and Uongregations of the Synod of the Mfaritime ProvinceRq:
The object of the Auganent"tion Fnind ile to assiat weak congrogations, especially those

which are willing to holp thonîsolves. Where congr3gatio s qnalify, that le, givo $400 and
a manse, and at~ the ra e of $4,50 per communicant, we endeavor to soctire to their minlis-
ters the minimun salary of $750 nnd a mranse. The grants to suppleinenteci congrogationie
are made annitally, and are for the year extonding from April let to the en<l of the follow-
ing Ma- eh. If a coxigregation je aettled only a part of this timo, thec grant is paid for that
p rt only and does not extenci fram the date of settienient to the end of the pastoral year.
Ino case is the suin promised intended to be permanent. Stnpeloiented congrogazions

are suppnsed to increase their local suppart front year to year, until they becomo solf.ouis-
taining, and thlus offeot a corresponding reduction ini the amno-mnt which tliey d-aw from, the
Fund. Several of nur strongest congregations not only tbwe their existence, but the proud
p'-sition wbîch they occiipy to.day, Wo the fLct that thoy wer-3 fostered during thoir weaker
days by the Atug-nentation 8chtéme.

At the cloge of April, 1886, the number of congregatious on the Fund wvas 412, and the
amount paid ont abat year was $8,855.00. The fistures for the f o'lowing four yea' s are afl
followq :-188C-37, 43 congregations, $8185 76 ; 1887-88, 43 congregations, $7737.70;
1888-89, 50 congregationq, $8143,45. 1889-00, 53 congregations, $9650.00. This year
the augmeated congregations ntimb-.r 66, and at the very toast $10,000) is required to meet
our demands. It is gratifying Wo know that whilst the nmuxlber of congregations is larger,
and a greater proportion of them have settled pastors than duiring any provious year, that
the di gerence ha etveen t he amognt needed this year to cover the probable expen Jiture aiad
the siiii paffd in 1886 is 'so sînail.

What supplemented congregations paid last year for the support of ordinances, accord-
ing Wo Presby taries and por ztsmily, v trieci from S5.60 Wo $11,84, the genoral average being
$8 38, wihh' is higher than the general average of ail congregations within i he bounds of
the Synod of the Maritime Provinces -a fact whicl isj deserving of notice. If, howvever,
all the supp emented charges ivere Wo give at tho rate of the general average, there would
be an increase front local sources of over $3.000. It is, however, Woo rnuc to ex pect such
a rise in '-ne year. But it is surely not Wo much to ecpect such an increaqe as wili produce
$i,000, and titus along wvith theS$9,000 al1otted& W Pre-ýbytriLs to ho raised, make the $10,.
000 that are necessary to keep the salaries of supplemented charges fromn iuffering shrink-
age, and the fund fromn sinking deeper inta debt. The Synod at its rocent meeting, agreed
Wo ask our people fur S9,000, to be allocated as shown by the fol:owing table. Thie table
wifl explain, itself.

Presbyterie8 Amount Allocat'xl Per Foemi4v.
Sydney...................... $478 20cts.
Victoria and Richmond ... 300 20 "6

Wallace..................... 41C 3.3
Picton.................. .... 1240 44"
Truro....................... 844 47
Hlalifax......................1950 65 "

Lunenburg and Shoburne. 365 47
St John ............... 1350 45 '

M.iramic)i . .................... 647 31 4

Prince Edward Island .... 1166 .33
Newfoundland ....... 25u si 03

The attention of Presbytcries is directed Wo the folsowing reïo!utions wvhich were,
paased by the S3 noil at its la- t meeting.

The Synod, in view~ of the prescrit position of the Fund, urges upon Pr-shyteries the
imperative necessity of visiting every supplemontud charge before the close of the current
year, in order co informn thent fullv of the present i nation of affairs, to enquire carefnlly
into their financial rnutIods, and to endeavor by the improvement of themn or otherwiso, to

g et a considerable increase of local support-the Committee to preparo a statement setting
forth the preserit state of inatters and tho urgent necessities of the situation for use in this.
vitation.

The Synod urires c3ngregations of 100 ianiüies a-ad upwards, Wo endèavour at once toý
become self snstaining, an d also iiistructs Preshytories to make siocial efforts Wo iudu.cer
themi W cease f roni inaking apoplications for grants.

This year will test the streng-th of the schenme, but our faith in God and in our people
is abiding. Promptness of action and faithfnluess on the par' of Presbyteries in dealing
wvith augmentod congregatious, as wv. Il as a most hearty and liberal responso from aIl our
people who have at lioart the -welfaro of our beloved Zion, Nvill ensure'the succees of ther
8cheme for another yeai, if not place it tupon a firm footing for aIl time Wo corne. lW
then who are stroig ouglit Wo bear tbe irithrinities of the weak, and not Wo please ourselves.'7

E. SMITH, G'onvener.
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