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FHE NEW DIRECTOR OF THE GEOLOGICAL
SURVEY.

HIE appointuent of  Mr. A P Low, BLASce., T
R.GS., 1o the directorship of the Geological
Survey of Canada has been generally approved

by the leading newspapers  and  journals of the
Dominion.  The MiNiNe Recorp heartily joins in the
general approbation of this appointment and cordially
wishes the new director a long and successful carcer
as the oflisial head of a most important departiment,
The following is from an Eastern exchange:

Mr dlow s a native of Montreal and was educated
at the Montreal High School and McGill University,
From the latter institution he received the degree of
Bachelor of Appicd Science in the year 1882, gradu-
ating with first vank hanours, He wasappointed 1o the
stali of the Canadian Geological Survey in 1882, and
was promoted to the rank of geologist in 181, Adter
maling several surveas in Sastern and Northern Que-
bee, Mr. Low was engaged for more than six vears
in exploring the Labrador Peninsula. on the resources
of which he is the recognised authority,  In 1890 he
received the MeGill Memorial Prize from the Royal
Geographical Society, in acknowledgment of the far
reaching value of his services.  In 1897 he accompani-
ed the “Diana”™ scientific expedition to Hudson's Bay,
and in 1903 and 1904 commanded the “Neptune” on a
similar expedition to Baffin’s Land and other parts of
the far north. He is a Fellow of the Geological So-
ciety of America, and of the Royal Geological Socicty
of England and a member of many other learned socie-
ties.  Mr. Low, in addition to his high attainments as
a geologist, is marked by a strong sense of the prac-
tical utility of his profession, and he is quite an fait
with mining interests of the day.  His splendid per-
sonality, as well as the qualifications already men-
umed, augurs well for his directorship,

DISINGENUOUSNESS OR MENDACITY 2
AST month the Maixixa Recorn gave several no-
torions instances of what it truthfully character-
ised  as the “deliberate misrepresentation  or
worse” indulged in by Wm, Blakemore.  Mr. Blake-
more published no denial of these.  How could he
when the evidence is all in favour of the position we
took. and against him?  He did however, publish the
following :

“ANTHRACITE GALORE,

“The B. . Mining Record’s unreliability  was
“never better ilustrated than when it undertook to
*sknock” the coal deposits of Queen  Charlotte
‘}I\laxutl on April 28th, and on May 1st it was
*Aninounced that the Western Fuel Co., of Nanaimo,
“had taken an option on one group of claims for the
“substantial figure of $700.000. This comes of en-
“trusting the conduct of a mining journal to a nov-
“ice. who is either uns-rupulous or ignorant. or
“both.”

Now. apart from quoting three lines referring to the

Grahant Island coal from an article contributed by
Mr. Blakemore in October, 1904, to The Engineering
and Mining Jouwrnal of New York, the only reference
we then made to “the coal deposits of Queen Charlotte
Island™ was contained in the following: “But then, in
1904 it suited him (Blakemore) 1o *boost” undeveloped
coal measures on one of the Queen Charlotte Islands
and depreciate the productive coal mines of Vancouver
Island.™  We now ask:  Were not the coal measures
of the Queen Charlotte Islands correctly described as
“undeveloped 27 Undoubtedly they were, as is well
and widely known,

Further—on Sunday, April 29, the Nanaimo Jer-
ald reprinted. under the caption: 1t 1" WERE ONLY
IRUE WHAT A STORY IT WoULp RE™ an article to which
it referred as follows: “Appended is an article that
appeared in the Vancouver orld on Friday last. on
the front page of that truthful € ?) journal, under head
limes stretched across three columns, thus:

UANTHRACITE FOUND IN QUEEN CHARLOTTE 1S,

“Western Fuel Co., of Nanaimo. Sceeures Claims

“for $700,000—Gencral Manager to go North to

*cInitiate Development 1V ork. ™

Then followed the article,  which was  simply a
“fairy™ tale, as was conclusively shown in the Her-
aid’s closing paragraph: “Superintendent Stockett. of
the Western Fuel Co.. on being shown the article by
the Herald last evening said: It reads well, but there
is not a shadow of truth in the story. The party who
wrote it must possess a very vivid imagination.’ ™

And yet, days after this emphatic denial had been
published Mr. Blakemore mmade use of the orld's
“vellow™ story in a silly endeavour to show the Mix-
ING REcorn to be unreliable.  So we ask: Is this an-
other instance of brazen mendacity, or simply more low
crait. similar to that we cxposed last month in con-
nection with Mr. Blakemore’s falsity in bolstering
up his own theories in contradistinction to the conclu-
sions of Dr. R. \W. Ells, a geologist of note and one
whose reputation does nof require to be supported by
trickery.  Mr. Blakemore, who certainly is “unscru-
pulous.” and, as regards current mining events, de-
cidedly “ignorant.” may take his choice—either alter-
native is disgraceful, particularly in one who claims
to be a civil and mining engineer of more than thirty
vears' standing.  Perhaps the next time he shall under-
take to assail the Mixing Recokp he will avoid mak-
ing his duplicity so sclf-evident by practising less
transparent artifice than in this, his latest. futile at-
tempt to discredit a journal which has carned and
maintaing its good name by honest and persistent en-
deavour to present only the truth to its wide circle of
readers.

It has been officially reported by the mining recorder
for Slocan mining division that the majority of the
mining properties in that division were fairly active
during 1903, and that leasing had increased in favour
with a number of miners and prospectors,  There were
at the close of the year no less than twelve properties
in the district operating sucressfully under the leasing
system.




