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No eyry could lie sec, thouighli e strained bis cyes to
their utrnlost ; raising themn, lie gazed uplonl the dirnlly.
liglitcd sert, and %vas riot long in (ktecting a black speck
in the distance.

'l'lie speck, I)ccoitting intomcntarily larger, provcd to
bc the cagie rcturnrng home. As it ncarcd the rocks, it
scerned to be saiiing straight towards inii. Its out-
strctchcd wings scarccly rnoved, yet it seenied corning to.
wards hini with great v'ciocity. A picce of silver gliim.
mercd amiongst its talons, which iecc of silver lbad a1
ver>' short linme silice l)een swimrinig, a11il unconsciaus of
its fate, iii the brmny sea. Thie erne scemed alinost uipon
Iimii, Mienî its rniighty pinions began to flap. and the bird
%vas about to aliit on a siîclving piece of rock fort)- feet
or so bencath hirn. Suddcnly droppiing its prey, wvith a
loud scrcaîn it darted upw)%ards, iiigh uI) above bini.

''ie eagle's quick, piercing eyes hid l)erccived that ils
cyry %vas %vatched. 'l'lie inother-bird, too, alarnîed at the
sudden disappearance of bier mate, instantly left bier lied
to join binu.

I)esccnding into unpleasantiy close proxintiity to 'lomît,
they bovcrcd over hirn, uttering mencanwhile low threaten.
in- cries. judging that discretion is the bcttcr part of
valour, T'om workced bis 'ody backwards several fect
fron the edgc of the precipice; tiien rising, lie retirc(l to
a safer distanice.

But as the birds still iimnaccd biimu wiîh bcak and ta-
Ionhe tok o hi les and beat an ignomiinious retreat.

rurnung round, and finding tlhtt lie %vas not foliowed, lie
flung out the presuîîîptuous challenge-

Il'Il be even withl you >*et !"'
1le caie borne with a warin glow on his checks, and

with a sparkle iu his cycs that suggested soine mischief
brewing. He did flot conceal froni bis inotiier and sistcr
wbat lie had been doiug, but said nothing of a scb emee
lie had iii bis hiead ; biowvcr, his mother divinced the
nîeaning of that cxcited twinkle iii his cycs, aiîd look the
opl)ortunity to speak to lmi seriously about birds and
nests. So pitifully did she piead for theni that '1'om
wvent to bcd that niglit witb wondcrfully good intentions.

But, alas ! wbat a slighit tbing wiIl upset a good resolu-
tion. On Monday morning lie was en: bis way to scbool,
whien a vel.kniowni sound arrested biimu. A sharp ring.
ing, balf-Iauighing cr3', not vcry bigh above imi attractcd
his attention. Raising bis cycs, lic hebield a kestrel pur-
suing ils steady, statcly fligbt ; suddenly pausing, its
Wigs mlovîng rapidiy, it hovercd for a moment or two,
and then dropped to the ground more swiftly than a shaft
froin a1 ivll.strunig bow.

Now it %vas not rnany %vceks silice hie bad fouind the
sonmcwbat clumisily consi ructcd ncst of this dainty-looking
hawk. It had been no easy work getting to the ledgc of
rock on wbhich lay the kcstrel's niest, and bis schoolfellows
liad been loud in thecir praises of bis agility and pluck.
H-e hy no nîcaus dislikcd heing tboughit daring, and the
silht of the beautiful bird recalled to, bis încînory thc
pleasurabie cxcitcncut lie ha(l cxlerieced iii scaling a1
certain scarip of rocks.

IHulloa, Tlomn!" cxclainizd a vcoicc behind hini. IlDid
you sec the kestrel dive just now? "

"Ves," said Tom. Il %hat did she carry off?"
A mouse, I think. Corne, old fellow, %vou't, you sdil

mc the kcestrcl's cgg?>"
INo,; get one yoursclf for niothinig," rcturned Tomi,

contcrniptuously. Il For ut>' 1ar,," bie added, Il 1 mean
flying at highier gameii."

"Vou woni't tieat that Lkcstrcl's lncst iii a hurry, so you
niccdu't brag ! " retortcd 'WVii.

IlWoîî't 1 just ? %V'bat wo-ild you say to an cagle's
ncst? "

Ilave you found one, then?"
44Ves.",

Uut the cggs %viil ail be hatcbcd."
Oih, 1 dare sa>' ! Stili I mean to bave a liep at the

nest.,,
Wberc is it ?"»
H-igh up iii the roc'ks, on thne other side of those

sbooting out tow~ards the sea."
Bult casi you gct at it ?"'

"Thcre's the rubl', said Tom, dubiously, rushing up
the schooi steps, and leaving bis fricnd to construe bis
words as be plised.

Aftcr school, four of T'or's speciai friends went down
on the beach to sec, froin a distance, the cyry.

"Cani't be donc," they lit once dccided.
It can," said Tlout.

"Rocks too perpendîcular," said itis fricnds.
Wc nmust -et rit it froin the toi)," cx1)iained rIorn,

cooliy. IlWe shahl have to get a good strong rope, and
1001) it rouind one of uis under the arins ; the other fel-
iows mnust hn on to the rope like anything, and quictiy
let the cihai) who is tied downi to the ncst. Now, tben,
which of you %vili go down ?"

No one volunteercdl.
l'ooh 1 \'You are lione of you wortlî a snaip !I will

do it if you'Il ail corne aud ltellp with the rope.*"
Whto wîlI get tîte rope ? '

"Will Graiarn's fatîter is a rope-mnaker; lite can gct
omte casily enougît front lus fatlter's yard."

I.izz'ie liad toid lier brothcr an Anterican szory of a1
mian wlîo lia(I reachîcd an cagle's nîcst in tue mamtner
'oin lad describcd, little tluinking, poor clîild, wiuat dan-

gcrous notions sIe %vas tiucreby I)utting into lus ltead.
OuI>' titere wvas this widc différence betwcen tite Ameni-
cant bero and 'rom Lee: tite bero of I.izzic's tale "'as one
in tite truc sense of tite word, for lie bad rcscucd a babe
frorn an untnielv deatît ; whereas Torn's fancicd hieroisin
would be îuotluiug but a vain-glorious fcat of rnpty dar-

%Vili Grataîin proinised to I)rovide tîte rope.
(To /,e co;ztinued.)

MAKING THE BEST 0F IT.

A doctor and a clergymian %wcre exercising their Itunt-
ers one morning iii tîte country lanes, when art argument
arose bctween thcrn as to which of tîte animais l)osscssed
the sweetcst disposition. "l'Il wvager that if titeir respec-
tive tenupers couid l>e tricd," said tite doctor, "îî'aine
would be far and away the bcst." 'I'rhat's aIl nonsense,"
retortcd tue clergyman. "M.Ny mare bas a rnealy siose,
aîîd tîtat, it lorseflcsh, is a sure sign of good temper."
'Well, liere's a stiff licdgc, let us try their leaping cap.

abilities," suggested tite doctor. " Rigit you aire," agreed
bis frieiid. 'l'ic doctor's liumiter quietîy refused tue
jumuîp, althuough put at it again and agini. T'le cicrgy-
mina'S littie mtarc also rcfuscd, but at tîte saine tiîne tltrew
l)ack lier cars aîîd exhibited coîusidcrable ill.tcnupcr.
%%'lien repcatedly urged to junup site finally displaycd a
clever back.-juiîpiîtg feat, wliich thirev liter master straight
over the licdgc. Strmuge to relate, tîte reveremid gentlet
mtait was quite unluurt, anud, scrambling to lus feet, coin-
utmîccd to scrape tue niud froîtu bis broadclotli, vhîiIs-
the doctor lauguimgly remarkd-" I>erhîaps you are con-
vinced niow tlîat ntv hunter lias a better disposition thait
yotîrs?" Il Not at il]," rcplied the clergymani. IlMy mtarc
is stîc t au unsclfish little brtute tlîat, altîtougt unable to
takec tite fence luerself, site ltad no desire to kcep nie fromn
goiîug over. lIt fact, site facilitated the itode of nuy tran-
sit, wbilst your horme displayed a dgi-tc-tagrteiti-
lieramnent, by muot going liîîîself, anîd itot aliowiîig you to
go cither.",
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