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doubt be extondod dus west from Lothbridge,
vin Maclood, to the Crow’s Nest pass. and
thonco on to Nelson, British Columbia, where
1t will couneet with the Culumbia and Koo
tenay railway, thus masing a dirocet line of
railway from tho Canadian Pacific Railway
main liue at Dunmore right through to the
Columbia river. Bosides the fabulous wealth
1 gold, silver aud other minerals, of the
Waest Kootenay region, tho railway will open
up the uow almost inaccessiblo portions of
East Kootenay, which is alsn belioved to boa
rich minural country. Cual and petroloum
is understood to oxist in tho Crow’s Nest pass,
the formor par.icularly being in largo (nan-
tity and of good quality. The rvad will
prove of great advantage to the wholesale
trade of Winnipeg, in opening & short atd
dirvet route tv tho great Konotenay couutry,
which already draws a considerable portion
of its supplies from the Winnipeg markot.
Sinco writing the procediog lines, it islearned
from Ottawa that tho resolution to grant tho
loan has been dropped.

The Dry Boods Trade

The Toronto Globe's last dry goods article
seys: ' Bicycle suits aro very offective when
made from very light grey or drabin plain
or mottied homespuns. The mottled lines
aro the nobbiest. Tweed svitings aro the
leading fashion for spring. Worsteds have
been the best and surest lines for retailors to
handle in the past. I'bere will always be a
good trade dome in these lwmes. Faucy
worsteds 1n the fine twill, in smali. neat
effects of blue groy. groy, drab, etc , are hav-
ing their usual call.  Plain vicunas and cley
twills, 1n black and blue for coats aud vests,
are good. Dark mixed worsted and light
weight meltons are being bought for overcoats.
‘The colorings in worsteds for spring are on
the dark shades, while the Scotch lines have
the light tints,  Cluths suitable for golf aud
bicyclo suits are having an increased sale.
Among these lines may bo mentioned Scotch
and Canadian homespuns iu coloringsof grey,
brown, bronze, green, etc. Cricket worsted
s3rges are showu in neat chalf-inch stripes of
blue, etc., on cream ground. Flannel suit-
ings are seen in similar effects. The prus-
pacts are for a good trade in flannel suitivg.
There is & good demand for a first-class
article in sun proof serge. Cheviot serges in
black and blue for suitings and overcuats are
haviog their usual sale. The Campbell or
hard finish serge has its admirers, Black
sorges are better sellers than blue serges.
The msjority of lines in trouserings are in
small neat effects, Narrow hairliue stripes
and black and blue medium stripes are good.
There is a fair demand for Sheppard checks
for summer wear. The call for low prico
cotton-black trouserings isgood. ‘T'his makes
a leader that helps to draw trade. Better
grades aro more favorably looked upon.
Scotch tweed, striPes and Cheviots are wanted
by tho best trade.”

The Montreat ‘I'rade Bulletin says: ‘‘In
our last issue wo referred to the cutting in
prices going ob betweon two largo woolon
mulls aud nuw we learn of a third mill falling
1mto line by offering a still further cut, whi(;ﬁ
1t 13 presumed the others will have to meetin
order tu keop their respective customers."’

Scotch tweeds and bannockburns for suit-
ings have sold more frecly than for some
tune, taking to somo extent the place of the
fancy worsteds. Tho leading shades are
brown and grey mises, olivo groens, etc..
in standard checks, with visible and invisible
overchecks, Homespuns are important lines
or suitings.

Toxtile buckskin is tho nowest line in vest-
ings. [t is embroidored in groen. ved and
blue in small figures  Budford cord vestings
are takiug thoe place of curduroy which ruled
i the winter.

A 'Turonto report says. ' Basioess fur the
spring sorting trade shows scarcoly any
spirit. yot.  Velveteons havo boen specially
active for tho past fow works  Velveteens in
good qualities, suitable fur capes are i de-
mand. Black and colored ladies’ cloth or
comsumo cloths have received an impo us.
Bicycle serges in black, navy, brown aud
myrtlo, ospecially in the black are now mov-
ing. Criukles in low snd modinm grades and
imitatious of crepuns in bottor lines ure sell-
ing. Cotton shirtings aro coming into faver
agaiu. Cottonades aro 1 domaud. Ctton
hosiory has roceived a siart. Double-facod
sat1s ribbons tn black and colors are in active

request.  Jot trimmings and tinsel effects are
goiug well. Chomisottes a.o shown 1a con-

siderablo quantities fur the swnmer trade.
Deotached collars and cuffs are considered the
correct caper for shirtwaista,  Black laces are
commencing t move, Valonciounos laces
arg selling freoly.  Orgaudies, musline and
lapput offects aro lovked upon with much
favor for the summer.”

Brocery Trade Notes.

Lotters received from Bordeaux, says the
Trade Bullotin, state that owiog to severe
compotition and very limited demand, sotie
vory heavy losses have bsen mude on prunes,
business in 1895 crop beiog reported at 4ic
cost and freight Now York., A aumber of
Bordeaux speculators aro said to have loat
fortunes through the tremendous shrinkage
in the prices of prunes. The fruit which re-
cently sold at 4}c laid down in New York,
originally cost 6Us to 99s in Bordeaux, so that
one can ea<ily figure out the big d.cline that
has taken jlace.

The United States visible supply of coffeo
i3 40.830 bags less than it was a year ago and
68,439 bags less than two years ago.

An Amsterdam cable states that the Datch
cotfee sale went off at abuut lc above brokers'
valuations, with the market firm. Goud ur-
dinary Java 52¢.

A Montreal roport says the tea markot s
very quiet. Some dealers complainiug of the
creat difficulty in placing goods, Swcks of
Japans aro large both hero and in the States,
and now that the new season is about to open
on a fairly good crop a continuation of low
prices i3 expected.

A cablegram reports another advauce in
Sultana raisiss and they are now up 8c from
thelow point. ‘The cause of the advance re-
ported is frost damage.

——— —————

(ash Grocery System,

[z is not often that we quote the arguments
of advertisarsas news matter for ovr readers,
but the following oxtract from a letter weo
have to hand from the Computing Scalp Co,
of Dayton, Ohio, one of our patrons, contains
some hints worthy of tho careful considora-
tion of our retail merchants, and we therofore
quote it, and leave our readers to mako their
own coraments.

** Nou better argument for the adoption of
the cash system can bs advanced. thau the
statemeont made by an Eughish newspaper
that * half of the fuilares in the Domiuion of
Canada arecausel by oxcossively loug credits.”
It 13 stated that the average credit granted
there is frcm three to six months.  The per-
contago lost through wasted interost by this
means naturally helps to macke a big hole 1n
the profits. Iu all these cases the presump-
tion 1s that dealers are compolled to grant
these long credits or they would not ﬁ'o su,
That this:ogicneedsnodemonstrativn.and that
this condition of affairs is worse than in Ameri-

can rural districts, contains o small crumb of
comfort for dealors tn theee sootions. Con
sider, ono half tho failures of a country
resulting (rom tho evila of credit, what a1
oxcollont argument for tho introduction of
the cash system,

There is no question being considered by the
gensral tradoe to-day of moro importance than
the system of placing and conducting their
business un the basis uf & cash systemn. 'Th.
recont hard times and the pravailing cluw.
margins have made morchants couservative.
In selling their gowds thousands have changed
from a credit to a cash basis, theroby increas
ing their pr fits.  Still thore is room for 1n-
provemont.

In reasoning on this matter you will fiud
that your goods form the basis oun which you
do business and merit as much. if not more
clese attention and watehful consideration as
your cash drawer. If you give out more
guods than you take in mobey thero 1s a
stoady loss, and you do not know it until the
annual invoice or <wock taking time, Sothat
a aystom of slways keeping a check upim
your goods, of measuring thom into their
exact money value, is of more nnportance
than any other aystem you could possibly om-
ploy in your business. With a system of this
character, whon you take in one dollar, you
ave positive that just 100 conts worth of goods
and no moro haye been givon in return.”

Sitver.

The silver market has beon comparatively
featureless. The most noticeable fact is that
the decline which set in during March, follow.
ing the speculative rise in the early part of
that month, seemns to have culmivoated by the
docline of the London quototion for bars, on
Tuesday, to 80 18-16d .a l.,onden, tho New
York commercial quotation touching 67jc.
Silver prices on April 17 were: London 314,
Now York 67%c.

Cheap Muttou.

It is entirely superfluous to say that the
feeder of sheep, like the feedor of cattle, has
found the present seas>n a very disappointing
one Ho has had to contend with relatively
high priced feeding stock and low priced fat
stock, and this is usually & bad combination,
no matter what the price of feed may be.
The prices of fat sheep during the past winter
have been the lowest on record, ard the im-
provement which is usually expected during
the late winier months has been realized unly
in o slight degree. Aside from the low prices
the most notable feature of the season’s trade
has been ready absorption of the enorious
supplies. The American people are evidently
learning te appreciate good mutton, and sk
though its cheapness hasstimulated consump
tion tosome extent it has many more per-
manent friends in this country than it ever
had before. All this will be in favor of the
mutton producer when the heavy supphesare
nolonger in the way uf botter values.-Chicagy
Nationa! Stockman.

The Chester Seed Co., Winnipeg, have
received their stock. As this is a new con-
cern they har e no old seeds carried over from
past years, so that all their stock is frosi.

1t is understood that the British houseof
commous committee appointed to inquire into
the adalteration uf food have virtually agreed
upon a report which will cause much stir m
the trading world. ‘The majurity prupusothe
appuintment of a guvernment buard vt Lhem

ists to cstablish and maintain a standard of [

purity for articles of food home raised or ia-

ported. and that adulterators on their ~ccond 1

conviction will be sent to prison, asin ancient
days. Cortain parts of the report arc dire.ted
against Amoerican food stuffs, includig lard,

and customns officors will be authorized o -

tako samples at the port of entry.
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