
Drooery and Froduce Trade Notes,
Sales of Canadian short eut heavy mess

have been inade in Montreal at $16 ; and lard
is firmer, with an advanoe in compoundl of
2ic per pail.

New fodder chees,.! in smnall quantities have
been offered in the Brockville section of
Ontario at tOc. The first lot of liew cheese
last year, was reeeived a week or two r
earlier.r

Another advance of is. percwt. is annioune-t
ed by cable in I3osia prunes. This is an
advance of Bs. 3d. to Bs. 6d. for the season).
The cable f urther said that the market is ad-
vaMiing, with demand good.

Black pepper is firmner in the outside mai'-
ketg. In New York there lias been au
advance of abo)ut le. 1)01 Pound. The
tmce. Of pepper hias been low for soutle

Advices on io eoffee .,ay the estimate of
the ne"' crop of Rio coffeebabnrecd

by .75),0t) e 2000Ouobagcs. This ils a
comîparatively small Stpply. and it looks as
il cotTee prices at Present are on a safe basis.

The New York Commtercial Bulletin otys
affairs areil, sucli shape that leading holders
of Alaska canned sailllon in this and other'
distributive mnarkets have praetically decided 1
to advanoe their prices about 21o per dozen,
Or to the lasis of 81.C,7J for primne red

GermaDy proposes tu inerease the expert
bounty on sugars to more than double the
present bounty. If this is earried out the
(' erman refin.ers wjill lie able to almost wipe
out sugar refining in oth'pr coutntries, unile-ss
a hea vy duty is imposed to Offset the blinty.
Even with the duty of about 5 of a cent per
potund, considerable Cernian Irefined sugar
lias corne into Canada.x

An interesting lecture was delivered il,
Cobourg, Onitario recenltly, by Mr. iRobert
Lawder, of Montreal, 011 the beet sugar ini-
dusry. Hie sliowed that f orty years ago tlie

word; production of sugar was 1,400,000o
tons, of whicli 1,200,(00 tons were of cane
sugar, and only 200,00o tons of beet sugar ;
that the production lias increased in 1891-95
to 8,1(x),000 tons., of widh 4,975,000 tons_ are
beet sugar, or a littie more than sixty per
cent., beet sugar ha\ing increased twenty-
five fold in the forty years.

Aneother sight shading, says a New York
Miarket report, lias taken place in the cable
quotations for Germaii granulatedl sugar,
bringingthe rate down to 3.63c, or le less
than M1onday, and this is said te reopen the
OPPrtunity for importations, with negoti-
ations re0porte<î as already under w'ay.

C(alifornia dried fruit is offering liere at low
prICOS. 't is Very desirable fruit and is ineet-
in wtha oo demand, to soute extent

dîsplae ng canned goods8. Retailers wlio
lini hese linos of -fruit should tell their

customers that soakjn& them over night
gral mproves the fruit.

Quite a lot of manitoba butter lias been
eonsigned t2o Toronto and Montreal coin-
mission houses, says the Trade Bulletin,
sales of which have been made i that mar-
ket of about 100 or 500 tubq at 7 jc, and other
lots are stili offering, there. In fToronto a lot
Of 10a tubs lias been sold at 7je, and other
lots are reported on the waY to that mnarket.
Manitoba roll butter bas sold at 13eci Montreal
market. The tub 'butter was of very poor
quality, and packed i disreputalile looking
tubs, bin)g f ail shape and sizes.

The followiîtg informatioîn regardirtg rice
lias b0(31 received fron .Japal ; -plices in
.lapan continue te go uIP owing to the strong
attitude o! the farmers who seem toeevery
firut and not at ail anxious te seil their
stocks.,Irices are advatncing owing to a
scarcitY cf su)pplies from the interior, the rise

in exehange, and the reported formation of a
combinatiott or ring in Japan te advance
priées.

The importations of currants into the
U'nited States since tlie opening of the season
to date, says the tte 'New York Commercial
Bulletin, have been exeeedingly liglit, thes
large stock of (ld fruit carried over and the v
rapid rise in the (4reek mnarket having deter-
red iniporters from venturing upon thpirt
usual operations. As an unusual feature ofrthe situation it inay le stated that there is nor
stock, at pr»esent in transit te this mtarket.d
The active demand experîenced ini Greece thisa
season for Russian accountlias proved a sur-f
prise to ai in the trade and aided materially e
in the reduction of the stock there that atN
one time threatened te prove a lardon. C

A report from Satt Francisco says: "The r
president o! the California Fr~uit Unioni last
ha,; visited Vacaville and reports apricotse
entirely wiped out there and through the
whole sction. The Tragedy l)runeaand early
shipping plums nearly ail ruined. and peachest
dama ged eonqiderably hy a frost. The presi-t
dent of the Nules Fruit Association say thet
apricots, cherries and almonds in Alameda
county are ail destroyed, and that peaches.and prunes show conisiderable damagêe.
Holders of apricots have practically witli-
dIrawn from the market."~

Speaking (if dried fruits the Montreal
G'azette says - "The stock of dried apples in
this market is very light, and holders in
many cages demand an advance. We quote
the marIket firrn at ti to e The saine eau
1)0 said of e\-aplorated stock. whicli are lield at
7.ý to ý,c as, te quality liv jobbere. The most
active line in raisins ha's been California. for
w-hich joîbers have been plaeing some fair
orders witli sales agents recentty. Values
are held firm on them at 7c for 4 erown
layers and 5ýe for 3 crown do."

The demaîîd for sugars lias improved con-
siderably the past week, and refiners report
ail active business doing, says the Montreal
Gazette of April 1. The tonle of the market
is firmer in sympathy with the eontînued
strong advices on the raw article, bitt ne
actual advance bas taken place yet, althougli
the prospects are there wviIl be in the near
future. Granulated lias sold at B 1!3-16e, in
round lots, ond Bjc in small quantities.
Yellows are movîng fraely at 24e to 3c. as to
quality at the factory.

Willet & Gray say that United States re-
flnors are now between two lires. On one side
Germany is deternuineçl to maise lier sugar
bounties, and in se doing will undoubtedly
givé a larger bounty on refined thati on
maws, wliich is against our refiners. On the
other hand, the Wholesale Grocers' Associ-
ation of the United States lias protected the
A inerican refiners against imnports of foreign
sugars by means o! what is called the equal-
ity plan for dealing in sugar. These
associations, or rather the equality plan, are
gyoing te pieces throughout the land. The
large departinent stores in Omahia were selI-
ing graiulatedl on Saturday '25 pounds for $1,
while the cost at wvholesale was lie per lb.
ntet cash.

Thle alvauce in silver pnies at L4ondon
coîîtillued this week, thougl thte moveinent
is regarded as mnai îîly speculative. There
'ver e no fresl developments of any kind re-
garding tîhe proposed international conference.
The New York market did not show se mucli
inclination te follow London's advanue, the

fursfor bars lucre remnaining steady in the
fc fhiglier quotatiots there.Sierpis

on March 29 m-ere: London, 294d; New
York,64î.

Low Irii hPrîm.
The lest evidence of the depressieut that

)revails in heavy mron anîd metals this spning
s the very low range of values which rule on
several leadiug linos witliout having the
slightest effect in induceinent of any improve-
ment in the demand.

This is all the more remarkable as this 1,
the season in former years when bayers cern-
menced to think of future supplies. Borne
reason, therefore, lias te lie souglit for this
dullnessl on import account out of the ordin-
îry., Briefly, it may be attributed to the
faet that the conditions of business are
entirely ehanged at present from what they
urere even five years ago. Then, in the spring
of the year, the large iitporters of iron and
ruetals in~ Montreal and Toronto coînmenced
to place imnport orders for pig h-on, bar iron,
t.

Now they do bsns largely ou carload.
basis in rnanY Of the leading linoes, as, with
the exception or ps)sibly tin and Canada and
terne plates, Utti'edl States goods have got
the rtn of!'the Canadian market over the
British, wliule in bar iron, etc. our own
tnakers control the situation.

There is ne necesity, therefore, cf stoeking
up) leavily in the spring, as in former years,
and mith the exception cf eue or two big
jobliers in Montreal, the members cf the lt-on
tmade do net speculate on the future of the
niat-et as tliey did, but luy the goods as
tliey want t"*n. The low prices which rule
in MXoutreal this spring, as compared with
last year, are the lest proofs o! thîs. With
the exception of Scotch pig iron, valu'es are
appreciably lowver on all the leading linos
than they were last spring. Bar iron is 3o
lower; coke tin plates $1; eliarcoal 25c;
ternes $ 1.50; Canada plate 5ioc; and ingot
tin 5e. Thesle deelines speak pretty pliinly
o! the depresslion that has existed in tue iron
market.-Hard ware Merchant.

Business is Business, Not poIiLlcs.
The Board cf Directors of the Consumers

Cordage Co. lias undergene a change. The
Hon. M. Morris lias retîred; aiseo Mr. Fulton.
Messrs. .Jas. Cratbern, Thos. Davidson and
,Jas. Wilson, jr., form a committee which is
te report on the position of the company.

Thle Consumers Cordage CO. is a business
cuterprise, it is not a POlitical club, nor are
apy of its menbers, as such, engaged in
politices. Lt is, therefore, a highly Improperproceeding te throw its affairs 'uete oii
cal arena. A lino must le dlrawn between
mon as bu. iuoss mnen, and the same men as
members of1 a political Party. If purely mer-
cantile affairs are to le discussed from the
staudpoint of party, there inust mecessari 3 y
follow the introduction o! passion and preju-
dice into a sphere o! hf0e, where tley areutterly eut o! plaýe, and wluere their intro-
duction eannot fail te le highly offensive to
all honorable traders, as well as most
injurious te trade interests.

Suppose this policy obtain, we hould have
the policy of Our banlis and other business onl-
terprises discussed iii sucli a way as te damago
individual dîirectors or mianagers, aeeording
te their political predilections. A Liberai
officiaI would b slandered by the Conserva-
tive papers, and a Conservative by Libmî
organs; not on business grounds-, but s lely
te ma4t political capital at their expense.

A man's office should le hold as sacredly
fiee from ,political refleetions as his dining
reom. We say this lecause the changes in
the Cordage Co. have been usedl for striking a
piAlticail low at Mr. Mortis. Business imou
e! ail parties sliould stroi.,ly discountenance
this oltrusion of the political. elenient inte
the business sphere.-Canada Trade IReve.~
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