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oan Freiglit on aattle.
The Dominion Live Stock Association doomi

[t thoir duty to bring to the attention of the
Canadian public a suatter wbich has already
doue much to injure, and if ellowed to contluuo
threatens almost the total destruction of one of
Canada'e greatest industries, nemoly, the ex-
pirt of .zattle ta Gre-at Britain. Whon it le re-
memberad that mince the establishment of this
trade about the year 1875, it bas brought back
te Canada in cash over $75,000,000 the price of
Canadian catie sold in Great Britain, it bo-
cornes at once apparent hiow decply tbis indus-
try affecte the interests of the wbole country.
The importance, therefore, of the subject do-
mornde that the association submit to the public
the following facto !-The cattie trado raached
its blghest point lu 1890, since whicb tirna it
bas declBned. The following were the exporte
cf cattle and their value for the calendar yecirs
1890 9192 93

Nrumber of cr.ttle
Year. exported te Thair value.

United Kingdomn.
1890 104,133 $8.114,145
1891 99.967 7,381,284
1892 93,206 6,920,748
1993 89,572 6,796f.35

Whilst the scheduling of Canadian cattie
was eue great eau- e for this decline, another
and a preventible one la aiso oparating iu the
cmre direction. If the trade wvere ia a nealthy
f..ndition lt inight bc able te stand morne draw-
backe, but as if the scheduling was not mis-
fortune anougb, most if net ail cf the vessai
ownere bave au understandlng or combmnation,
wharaby tbey charge suah freight as they
ahoooe.

Owing te quarantine regulatiens, Canadian
cattle cannot bo ahipped through tbe U. .ted
States to Europe. Thuis the wholoeaxpert
trado [s conflned te one Canadien port, that of
Moutreal, the bead cf ocean steamebip naviga-
tion. To Ibis eue point muet cae ail Can-
adien cattle intauded for the English market,
and thete ho ehipped by oe or cther cf tho few
fiues of steamers mailing between that port and
Great Britain. Each lino bias iea reprasinta.
tiva at Mentreal, and xhItit la casier titan fer
ttane represantatives te meet weekly or of toner
snd combine a te cattle rates. Thay bave
thair agents lu England, cahling thema constant.
ly as te the price of cattle. If it goes np, thay
put up the freight rates, inclodieg rates for
cattle altaady ou board. Il tho prico falle,
rates de uot coine dowu iu proportion. If thoae
lis a large quantit~ c f aattlo at Montreal, the
vessai mou combina te exact excessive rates.
If the markets irnprova and sbipper wsnt to
ship iu time te takre -'dvautige cf suab improea
meute, up go the ratas. In fsct, avery atate cf
tbe market or axigcucy cf the cattle trado
seerna to ho takan advibntage cf ly the vassal
men te lavy excessive ratee. Boyers cannet
acectain befoe buying what the rates will bo.

WVI]lTp IT3fIFG.
Thuswilh a welI g.ounded fear cf being ohargeo
excessive rates, thay have te buy lu Ignoraucd
cf what the vassal men ili charge te carry the
cattio V) mar-ket. Tho rate may ho $7 a hoad,
or it may La $17.30. Tihis uncertainty aions
makes cattho buying extremnely bazârdons, te
tho great prejudica, iu soma cases, cf tho farmer
wvho selle, lu othars, cf tho huyor. iVby should
a legitimalo indutry ho reducad Wo tihe levai cf
gambling? Buyera, %,hn iu buying bava net
raokouad on a suddon squeeze b y the vessai
men, have lest heavily, somne aven Leing r&ini
or drivan out cf the trado. lu any avant this
olement cf uincertaiuty rendors it exlremply
difficult for the boyars te know wbat tbey isîay
safely effet- for cattle. As a rula, shipp-ýrs do
net know wbst the ratas are te ha, ntif the
cattle bava beau purchased, brought te Mon
treal, and loadad, aud the vassal le raady te
soif.I, murse casas the rate le fixed aflter thse
sLip bas saiied witli tho catiho on board. iu
sacuring epace, the shippars at trnes have te
aRre te pay ivhatever are tho geing rateq.
Thtis maos whstever the agents cf tLe vassal
owuers combine upun, wlien the ahippera ara in
thair power. Iu thase sud other wayt the
wçhole expert cattle trade cf Canada Ia now ha.
iog psraliz'd by eue cf the bugest combinatiens
lu Ontada.

The first principie cf a centract le that both
parties te it are fre te absent or net te assaut
tW its terme. Here wve have twe internas, the
cattle industry and the vbsal industry, the lai.
ter dictatiug terme te wbich the former muet
subimit. It le poerless te risist, fer ne other
route is epen, and the principal eteamship
liues coming te Montres! and cogagcd lu thse
catîla trado being subsidized by the geveru.
meut sud enjoying otriar advsutages, ara prac.
ticalhy abla te keep other vesais, excepi an oc-
casio.jal tramp steamer, off this route. Titus
the conditions render tii menei>uly possible,
aud it existe, and le exeroising its arlHtrary
powvers rnost tyrannically.

With praoticshly ne compatien lu rates front
Idontreal, aur cattle carried heom Moutrcal at
excessive rates are landed at Liverpeol, on the
samoe dock, by the aideocf Arnericau catlle car.
t-led ait coinpetitivo rates fromn Boston, New
York, etc. Both bring the s2me price le the
Euglish mrarket, but thse American fairmar was
paid more fer bis cattlo than was the Canadian
ftrmer, becausa cf the lowor rates. Thue,
shippioug caîthe are werîh more lu the Buffalo
Stiu lu the To-onto market. It now remains
for the Canadian p3eple te tietermine wbether
th,$ couditiùr et affAr8eshall ho allowed Wa
coniue. Shahl 3teaahip fiues, sema cf ibern
largely eubsidizad hy tise Uanadian goerument,
sud al aujoyiug the, advantages of Canadien
perts, barbore and wsterwaya, upon wbieb
millions of Canadien menay bav.- beau expend.
ed, ha allowed cf their own arbitrary rin te

jexact jcel snob ratas ne thev choose frein the
produats cf ibis Canadian industry? or shahl
Parliarnoût ho callcd upon ta intervene, su it

jbais doue lu tisa case cf railwaya sud cuber

powarful organizatious, te preteat the people
from oppression? In the unequal coutest, the
cattle dealers havo struged ia vain againat
tho powarful vassal conibination biut are unable
te break it. Tbey now bring tho ',îatter before
the public. It diraotly concerne the Canadien
farmer. Il he le te be paid tha fair value cf
bis cattle it muet ha possible Wa market tbemn
at reaien shie ratas, lu faot as abeaply as fils
American rival doe. But ibis question cou.
cerea more the Canadian farmer. The farmer
la old Canada e8pocially le being obli ~d ta
change his mcdeocf farming, hy fend ng bi,
grain iustcad cf selling le. If the markat for
ii cattla 1a destroyed wbat hecomnes cf bis
iudusiry ? Thne, every Canadian ta daepty
concerued lu guardin& this most important
branch cf Canadian liusbandry, aud wa n4k
ehall eue great powerful lutereet stand at tite
g ateway et Cenadian commerce and arbitrarily
lovy trîbuto upon oue cf or mosi important
industries, or shahl Parliamieut bo asked prompt.
]y te deal with titis abuse of power and tbue
provaut furihor injury ?

A bll eealg te rrnove theso gi levancas bas
beau intrcdoced iuêo Patliameut by Mr.
Mulock, se that the whole subjeci will iikely
ho dlscussed on the fiae cf Parlianient on tho
second reading cf the bill. In iutroduclng the
bill, Mr. Mulock statod that hie was nt wed.
dad te the methode suggested ln his bill, if any
botter could be propesed, aud ha stands pre.
pared te ce oporato wilh the goveraneont or uny
member cf tha House lu oeta te accomplisb
the end aimnad at, namely, Iho re3toration et
the catlo.trade ta a healtby basis, by tho pre.
vantion or excessive and uncertain rates whieh
are new etraugling le. fherefcro the question
msy be discussed ou the hasis cf an existiug
evil, wvhicb, lu tho luterest cf the counitry, de
mande morne effective ramedy anA' that forth.
with. As the whole sub3ect wid be diseusstd
lu Parlîsment, and it le te ba boped a solution
arrivod at this session, it la cf vital interest to
Canada that the decisiou cf Parliamient shahi
bu iu the direction of relief from the oppres-
sion new axisting. Therefore it la important
that public Itenîlon bo now dlracted towards
tho liine iuvolved, le the hope that public

opinion mnay ho evokel for the guidance f tie
r Pe' roprsntveas luParimnt. Under
ihese circumstsucae tbe committea cf the
Dorninien Livo Stock Association, appoin!ei to
fpromoe the uccemary legisistion for the pt-e-
v.ention cf excessive, uncartalo aud arbitrary
occan fraights, rates aud methode, including
ecalpng, respactfuliy requasi the Canadian
public te ce-oporata witb thomn u rdor te the
attaini'xeut cf me desirable an end.

T. 0. Rto.n-o, President.

Thab failureocf J. M. French & Ce., deahora
sud mar ufacturea cf painte anc cils, Toront'o,
is anuounoad. Tho liabiliios art. atLiut $hS,uim
aud the msets tieminally tho mainea.


