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Ocean Freight on Cattle.

The Dominion Live Stock Association deom
it their duty to bring to the attention of the
Canadian public & matter which has already
done much to injure, and if allowed to continue
threatens almost the total destruction of one of
Canada’s greatest industries, namely, the ex-
port of 2attle to Great Britain, When it is ro.
membered that since the establishment of this
trade about the year 1873, it has brought back
to Canada in cash over 875,000,000 the price of
Canadiau cattle sold in Great Bntaip, .it be-
comes at once apparent how deeply this indus-
try aflects the intorests of the whole country.
The importance, therefore, of the subject d?-
mands that the association submit to the public
tho followiog facts :— The cattle trade reached
its highest point in 1890, since which time it
has declined. The following were the exporcs
of cattle and their value for tho calendar years
1890 91 92 93 :

Number of cattle
Year. exported to Their value.
United Kiogdom.
1890 104,133 28,114,145
1891 99,967 7,381,284
1892 93,200 6,920,748
1493 89,672 6,796,138

Whilst the scheduling of Canadiaun cattle
was ono great caue for this decline, another
and a preventible one is also operating in the
same ditection. If the trade were in o healthy
voadition it might be able to stand sume draw-
backs, but as if the scheduling was not mis-
fortune enough, most if not all of the vessel
owners bave an understanding or combination,
whereby they charge such freight as they
choose.

Owing to quarantine regulations, Canadian
cattle cannot be shipped through the U. .ted
States to Europe. ‘Thus the whole export
trade is confined to one Canadian port, that of
Montreal, the head of ocean steamship naviga-
tion. To this one point must come all Can-
adian cattle intended for the English market,
and thete be shipped by one or other of the few
lines of steamers sailing between that port and
Great Britain, Each line hasits representa.
tive at Montreal, and whut is easier than for
theso representatives to meet weekly or oftener
and combine a8 to cattle rates, They have
their ayents in England, cabling them constant-
ly as to the price of cattle. If it goes up, they
put up the freight rates, including rates for
cattle altcady on board. If the price falls,
rates do not come down in proportion. If there
is a large quantity of cattlo at Montreal, the
vessel men combine to exact excessive rates.
If the markets improve and shipper want to
ship in time to take ~dvantage of such improve-
ments, up go the rates. Iu fact, every state of
the market or exigency of the cattle trade
seems to be taken advuntage of by the vessel
men to levy excessive rates. Buyers cannot

!
I
|

Thuswith a well g.ounded foar of being chargeo
excessive rates, they have to buy in ignorancd
of what tho veasel men will charge to carry tho
cattlo to market. The rate may be $7 a head,
or it may bo $17.30. This uncertainty alone
makes cattlo buying extremely hazirdous, to
tho great prejudics, in some cases, of tho farmer
who sells, in others, of the buyer. Why should
a legitimato industry be reduced to the level of
gambling? Buyers, who in buying have not
rockoned on a sudden squeeze by the vessel
men, have lost heavily, some oven ieing ruined
or driven out of the trade. Ia any event this
olement of uncertainty renders it extremely
difficult for the buyers to know what they may
safely offer for cattle. As a rule, shippurs do
not know what the rates are to be, until the
cattle have been purchased, brought to Mon

treal, and loaded, and the vessel is roady to
sail. In some cases the rate is fixed after the
ship has sailed with the cattle on board. In
securing space, the shippers at times have to
agree to pay whatever are the going rateg.
This means whatever the agents of the vessel
owners combine upon, when the shipperas are in
their power. In these and other way: the
whole export cattle trade of Canada is now be.
iog paraliz+d by one of the hugest combinations
in Civada.

The first principle of a contract is that both
parties to it are frco to assent or not to assent
to its terms. Here we have two interasts, the
cattle industry and the vessel industry, tbe lat.
ter dictating terms to which the former must
submit. It is powerless to r.sist, for no other
route is open, and the principal steamship
lines coming to Moutreal and eogaged in the
cattle trade being subsidized by the govern.
ment and enjoying other advantages, are prac.
tically able to keep other versels, except au cc-
casioaal tramp steamer, off this route. Thus
the conditions render this monoypuly possible,
and it exists, and is exercising its srhitrary
powers most tyraanically.

With practically no competion in rates from
Montreal, our cattle carried from Montreal at
excessive rates are landed at Liverpcol, on the
samo dock, by the side of Americaun cattle car-
ried at com%etitivo rates from Boston, New
York, ete. Both bring the same price in the
English market, but the American farmer was
paid more for his cattle than was the Canadian
farmer, because of the lower rates. Thus,
shippiog cattle are worth moro in the Buffalo
than ia the Toronto market. It now remains
for the Canadian p2ople to determine whethor
this conditior of affsirs shall be allowed to
continue. Shall steamship lines, some of them
largely subsidized by the Canadian government,
and all epjoyiog the advantsges of Canadian
ports, harbors and waterways, upon which
millions of Canadian money havs been expeand-
ed, be allowed of their own arbitrary motion to
exact jast such rates as thov choose from the
f)roducts of this Canadian industry? or shall

arliameat be called upon to interveno, as it

accertain before buying what the rates will bo. | has dono in the case of railways aad other

powerlul organizations, to protect the people
from oppression? In the uaequal contest, the
cattle dealers have struggled in vain against
tho powerful vessel combioation bnt are unable
to break it. They now bring the *uatter beforo
tho public. It directly concerns tho Canadian
farmer. If he is to bo paid the fair value of
his cattlo it must be possible to market them
at reasonable rates, in fact as cheaply as his
American rival does. But this question con.
cerns more the Canadian farmer. The farmer
in old Cauada especially is being obliged to
change his mode of farming, by feeding his
grain instead of selling it. If the market for
his cattlo i8 destroyed what becomes of his
industry ? Thus, every Cauadian is deeply
concerned in guarding this most important
branch of Canadian husbandry, and wo nsk
shall one great powerlul interest stand at wae
ateway of Cenadian commerce and arbitrarily
ovy tribute upon oue of our inost important
industries, or shall Parliament be asked prompt.
ly to deal with this abuso of power and thus
prevent further injury ?

A bill seeking to remove these giievances has
been intreduced 1ato Parliament by Mr.
Mulock, so that the whole sub?ect will likely
be discussed on the flocrs of Parliament on the
second reading of the bill. In introducing the
bill, Mr, Mulock atated that he was not wed-
ded to the methods suggested in his bill, if any
better could be proposed, and he stands pre-
pared to co oporate with the government or any
member of the House in order to accomplish
the end aimed at, namely, the restoration of
the cat'le trade to a healthy basis, by the pre.
vention of oxceesive and uncertain rates which
are now strangling it. LCherefore the question
may be discussed on the basis of an existing
evil, which, in the interest of the country, de
mands gome effective remedy an? that forth.
with. As the whole subject wiil be discuased
in Parliament, and it is to be hoped a solation
arrived at this session, it is of vital interest to
Canada that the decision of Parliament shali
be in the direction of rellef from the oppres-
sion now existing. Therefore it is important
that public (teation be now directed towards
the issue involved, in the hope that pablic
opinion may be evoked for the guidance of the
reople's representativess in Parliament, Under
these circumstances the committee of tho
Dominion Live 3tock Association, appoia‘el to
yromote the neccessary legislation for the pre-
vention of excessive, uncertain and arbitrary
ocean freights, rates and methods, including
scalping, respectfully request the Canadiaa
public to co-operate with them in order to the
attainmont of 20 desirable an end.

T. O. RoxsgoN, President.

The failare of J. M. French & Co., dealers
and mas ufacturers of paints ano oils, Taoronto,
is announced. The liabilites are abiut 315,000
and the assets nominally the same,




