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CHAPIER XV.
A BRIDAL PARTY AND A LITILE SURPRISE.

A week passed away. The shadow of the Caravan no longer fell on tho
green meadow by the lake, and the struggling population of Aberglyn, un-
suspicious of foul play, had already forgotten both the Caravan and the
owner.

And if facts weto to be taken into cunsideration in estimating the &xtent
of her memory, Matt, too, had forgotten. It was common talk now that she,
the grammsrless castawag, the neglected protege of Willtam Jones, was to
be married to the master of the great housc | Nay, the very day was fixed;
and thet day was only two eunrises distant; and Monk, of Monkhurat, had
in his pocket a epecial hicense, which he had P d, at an expend
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Doubtless, in any more populous locality, the afinr would have occa-
sioned no little scandai and many emnous shakings of the head, but the
inhabitants we:e few and far between, and had livtle or no time for idle
gossiping. The coast-guard and thewr wives were the only individuals
who exhibited any isterest, and even their excitement was faint ard evages.
ceat, like the movement of a fish in a shallow and unwholesome pool.

But the really extraordinery part of the whole affair was the conduct of
Malt herself.  Appatently quite cured of her former repugoance to a union
with Monk, she made no objection whatever to the performance of the cere-
mony, and laughed merrily when she was informed that the day was fized.
Mosk, in his gnm, taciiurn way, was jubilant. He came to «nd fro con-
stantly, and assumed the msnners of a lover. l:d he been less bent on
one particular cbject, two things might have struck hum ze cutious i—{1)
That Matt, theugh she had consented to marry him, steadfastly refused to
wear his ring or to accept any oiber presents, and she sun shiunk, with
persistent and 1ll-dieguised dishike, from his caresses.

It was now late in the moxth of August, acd the weather was broken by
troublous winds and a fretful moon.

For several weeks William Jones, in his mortal terrory had refrained
from visiting the cave, he bad never set hus foot therein, indced, siace the
night of the assassination. At last, however, he could bear the suspense no
looger. Suppose some one else had discuvered this treasure, and robbed
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him? Suppo: scme subierranean changz had ok the
or submerged the cavern ! Suppose a thousand dreadful things! Tired of
iscrable supposition, William d ined, despite his terror, to make sure

So late one windy and rziny night he stole forth with Lis unlit lantern
and fought his way in the teeth of half a gale to the tamihar place; which
he found, however, with some little dificulty. He was neither super-
stitious por imagioative, but thruughout the Juurney he was a prey to name-
less terrore,  Every gust of wind wert through his heart like a knife; every
sound of wind or sca made the same heart stop and listen. Ouly supremo
greed and muserly aoxiety led him on. Buat at last he gasined the cave,
within which there was a sound of clashiog legions, clarions shrickiog, drums
beating, all the storm ard stress of the awful watera crashy ,, on the chifs
without, and boiling with unusual screams through the back slit between
the cave and the Devil’s Caldron.

Trembling, with parspiration staning in great beads on his face, he
gearched the cave for the corpse of the murdered map, expectiog fo fied it
well advanced in decomposition. Strange to say, however, it kad disap-
peared,

William Jones was at once relisved and al d—relieved b he
was saved 2 horibl P slarmed be ke could not zccount
for the disappearance. A littlo xeflection suggested that one of those tidal
Waves §0 common on tho cozst might have arisen well up ioto the cavern,
washed the body away from lts place on the shingle and carried 1t away 1o
tho durection of the Caldron. *In which cate,” he reflected, *the coast-
guard cbaps would fiad it some dsy among the rocks or on the shore, and
think it bad been drowned in th way of vatur’”

Satisfied that cverything elsc was undisturbed, ke retired as hastily as
possible, sealed up the entrance to the caravan, and ran hastily home.

Tho moreiog of the marriage came—a fine sunoy moming. An open
dog-cart belongicg to Monk, and driven by oze of his servaants, stood at
William Jones" door, and elose to it a light country cart, borrowed by Wil.
liam Jones himself from a neighboring farmer. The population, consisting
of anaged coast-guard: two coast d 's wives and a half-2-dozsn
dejected children, crowded in froot of the cottsge.

The bridegroom, attired in decent black, with 2 i werin his buttonhole,
slood waiting impatiently in the garden. D.spite the festive cccasion he
hed a gloomy ard harg-dog appearance. Presently there e.serged from
the door Willlam Jones, attired in a drowned sesmsn’s suit several 285t00
lage for him, and weaning a curmney-pot hat and a white rosette. Leaoiog
on bis arm was Matt, dressed in a dress of blus silk, newly mads for her,
out of damaged matenials supphis¢ by Joues, by one of the coast-guard
Fomen, & lght straw hat with Llac nbbuns to match, snd a kight lace shawl,
Behind this pair bobbled William Jones' father, whose costume was nautis
cal, like his son's, but more damsged, and who also sported a chimney-pot
hat and a white rosette,

The crowd gave a feeble cheer. Matt looked round and smiled, but
mibgled with her swile there was a kind of vague anxiety and cxpecta-

tion,
(To b cuntinued.)
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