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as with the Devastation Tho comparative
dimoneions of bothare as follows 1—

Peter the Great. Devastation.

Ft. In, Ft, In,
Length batwéen
perpendioculars.....321 O0....... 385 0
Breadth between .....64 0 ......02 3
Deanght forward. ... %2 0.......25 ¢
ALY 1§ RN 2 | R .28 6
Dlsplavemont in tons. ..9.062.......9.002
Metacentre abovo centro
of gravitye ol .. 804.......3.85

Thé artour of Pefer the Great is aaid to be
inovery part equal to thut of the Devastation
and the four guns on bor turrets.are to bo
the most powerful Krupp can produco.

. The ouly ally-on which Jroat Britaincould
relvzvould bo Frange, and her conditionas a
. . al power, may.be judged by tho follow-
ing.pxtract. and by the inefliciency of the
navy,during tho Into Franco-Prussian War.

41 Thei Ocean;-of Brest, prints the following
dotailg of tho composition of the French
fleot in 1872 :—~The Saet consists of 104 ves-
agls fully tigui?pe'd. seven of wkich are iron-
plated, and "of 62 ships of tho reserve, of
which 19 arg plated. The marines. consposo
an, effective force of 28,441 men. Tho
amount allotted for now vessels during tbe
two yenrrs 1872and 1873 is 22 million francs,
The 94 vessels.that will remain equipped in
1873;aro -distributed in tho following wan-
ner; tho ovolution squadron, 11 ships, 2
plated Trigales, 4 plated corvettes, 1corvolte
with battery, 2 advice and 1nstruction boats.
Besides the ovolution squadron the fleet
must provide 36 veesels for tho squadrons
of-the'Antillas, and the South Atlantic and
Pacific Oteans ; other 24 for sliations in Al
geris, Egypt, Marlinigue, Guadnloupe, New
Ca‘l;arm':}, Réunion, Msyotte. IFinally 14
vessels arg dssigned for spocial missions and
tor provisioning New Caledonia. The float-
ing snaterial is divided into three groups:
—d. Yeseqle that aro in & thorougbly ser-
viceable condition; 2. Vessels that may
still be used ; and 3, Veesels condemned to
be-byoken up. ‘ ‘

It-would bo & useless speculation to at
tempt tb- énumerate the United States
smanget the powersithat would-tuke an ac-
tive part §it:limiting the advance of despot-
ism in Enrope, her.antecedentsand.leanings
are’in‘favﬁrqf it, - Between the tyranny of
the mob; to which she is subject, and the
ryle ofisthe oneman power, ihp -ghoice.
ofx.'il':\sveducgted' ¢ clusses, ust mnecos
satify'be in favor of the latter, ‘and when
this is bapkéd np with the unconcealed de-
mrg 40 {upplant: Great Britpin in her naval
gupreinacy;the.eide taken in tho question
of hosilitles by the United States can b
gasily predicated with certainty.

+ Althongh.of nonccount as a naval power,
her-active'aid, and the facilities her great
conpt ling;affords for fting out truisers. 'Fhe
npdessity olmatching this in caso of assumed
neutrality, wonld. make her cqually danger.
ous sg.friend-or foe, and-tho only nlternative
yould
MCL erp a4 .
= The politioal hosizon.of Burope is-chorged
witR war clonds, denwe and impending, and
shaistbess’ of the Sea will'ive-‘ah ugly
time of it.

b to compel Yer to tiko sides at|

Broad Adrrow of 12th Qotober has the fol.
owing paragraph:

% A cironlar has boen issued froin the
War Oftico stating that & noo commissionod
officer grantad a commissior (excopt ns rid-.
ingmaster or quartermaster of a regimout
of cavalry) will be allowed £100 in «id of his
outfit, and if subsequently nappointed licu-
tenunt of n horse brigade of the Royal Ar
tillevy, or of a roglment of cavalry will bo
allowed a further sum of £50. A non com.
missioned officer zranted a commission as
riding muster or quartormaster of a cavalry
regiment will boullowed 2150 in ald of his
outfit. Thaso allownnces wny bo issued
without previous reference to tho War Office
and charged in the accounts in which the
first charge for the officer's pr:{ appears,
vouched by proof of payment and the cer-
titicato that the officer has provided him.
self with tho nocessary outfit and paid for
the snmo. The certificate in the cuse of re,
gimental officers will bs signed by the officer
commsnding the regiment or corps, and in
tho cuse of sub inspectors of army schools
by tho Direcior General of Military Educa.
ion.

" An arrangoment of this description will
go further to procure a good class of re.
sruits for the sorvico, than the abolition of
purchase, and it will be for the interest of
{he Empire if Mr. Carpowere will go one step
further, aud show what retising allowance
those officers 8o promoted will be entitled

0.
All the advantages given by tho circular
nerc enjoyed under the old Regime.

Tue following account of & trial of rapid
firing is taken from the (English) Volunteer
Service Gazette of 12th Qctober, und is cer-
{ainly a remarkablo feat.

' We re-publirh it in hopes some of our
crack shooters will be tempted to try and
rival the performance.

¢ Mr. R, C. Vanscolins, of Hadleigh, who
holds a commission as Lieutenant in one of
the Metropolitan Corps, wagered with some
friends that he would, with the breeoh.
onding Snider riflo, make nat less than 200
its at tho 100 yards range within tho hour,
8nd he further wagered that he would score
not less than 550 points, 1t was.arranged

that the trial shauld come off at thelladleigh-

‘range, nnd it was stipulated that Mr, Van.
scnling should place himself in any poeition
.be thbught convenient, and use two or more
nfles, Accordingly, at threeo’clock on the
day named, Mr. Vanscolina, with several
friends and others interested, met at the
rifle range, Surgeon Muriel and Captain
Davy acting as umpires. The weather twas
unfavorable, beiag wet and squally, but Mr,
‘Vanscolina was very confident, and as the
shooting gradually proceeded it beosmo evi.
‘dentthat he would be an easy winner. Tho
200 hits were made in threo quarters of an
‘hour, and Mr. Vanscolina continued firing
‘until he had registered 651 points, thus
‘winting the second wager within the time
ispecified, and 101 points to spare.  There
:were threo targetg in use scoring, and the
following shows how tlie points were obtain-
! f Bull’s-

. .. Outegs,. Centres, eyes. Total.

@ g
.

Firsttarget ... 44.... 22 ....8....186

| Seconddilto... 2T.... 23 ... 20.... 208
‘Third diftor ... 45'... 28 . 22 :..262
P ] . ] e . - ——
118 8 80 631

" Tue following notics of tho Bfiaisterof:
War is copied from the Broad Artow of 26th
Ootober, and must be gratlfying: to. the..
numerous fricnds of that distimguished -
Statesman,whono hoalth we aro huppy o ine
form our readers has 0 much. impioved asi.
to warrsnt tho expectation of.an. early re-
turn to the scens of his labours, which have
always been directed to tho benefit ‘of his
country sad tlio advancement of the.inters.
ests of its people. e
“ Sir Gootgo Cartier, tho Cannidlan Dofsieo’
Ministar, who is now in thiscountry,received.i
on Monday, by telegram from Mnbijoba,
infdrmation of.the arrival thexqon‘tl;q.bgwh ‘
Inst, of the expedition whichsome timesiuce
left Canndn, 200 strong, under the command™’
of Lieutenant.Colonel Qi Smith. ‘Lhe party
took about threo weeks to effect theirfpn;,.‘-
age by the Dawson routo from the head.o
Lake Supetior, and arrived at thejr destina.
tion swithout casualties. 'They wéro despnich-
ed from Cahada in order to relinvd an expedi- -
tion scnt n year agod® - R

TS ———

At 910 this morning {15tk tho Govetndr!
General received tho following telegrapbla
message, which was dated Nov, 15b, OFJ.
Australion tme:— 0 T
WTelograph banquetheld. Desira’ bgbﬁ'b
of the Queen and Union of the Empire” !’

J
(Signed,) R | B
GOVERNOR OF ADELAIDE, '™
At 11:10 tlus forenoon, the followihg thle
graphio massnge was sent In replysss -
“Canadu re-echoes Australid’s toast: * ThHe*
Queen and & United Empirp, V' @ 7= i
Dowvers: *
TR I N
CORRESPONDENCE.' |

Te Bditor does nol Rold himself responsidle for
ndividual eZprestiony of ppynion Xrp LommuUng.
cations addressed o the, }(0!«21{13555,“5;"53‘.-}
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To the Editar of the Vot.t’;.\"x:l_:n?.gyxg\y'.’ o

8tn,-:-Your correspondent »{B,’. in,qbe.of
his formor,letters advaeatas the dusk qlaima,
of Colonel Fiotcher, C.M,G., 10 .phe vacanf:
post of D.A.Q..of No, 5 District, with .great
warmth and s good ghare of reason,. A70Jgnal
Fletcher,as senior-officer,is entitled ta ikepd,
if this sterling officer :apassed arerit wilk be;
% lasting disgrace. sud shama § but T haxe
bettor bopes than-that. ., . e ol

What is Colonel ‘Fletcher!s.record?
noble and meritorjous an. one as sny phe
can show. : oty
From 1837 to 1846 non-com. officer: in-"the

Montreal Light Infantry, ' T
From 1846 to 1855—Captait tnd Adjatsnt o?

the Montreal Fire Battalion.’ e
From1855t0 1858—Captain with rank of z&a;

jor of a Company of Bifles {nowNo. 2 P. 3.
_ R. Regt) . o Lo l
From 1858 to 1862 Xn officet ﬂi'ﬁ‘.m‘.'lolfih

Regt. Ay 9t pITIR S H

“af

{ Fron' March 1862 td Novemuer-seme yeap—

Major in the 5tk Royals, Montreal.



