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-regained its power, and s9cis iiglitier as an instruîucntility for good thn
eveLr before. Ilverywtîcrc crowds attend on the proclamation of the Gospel.
The couinon people hiear it gîadly under thc open catnopy of hienven ; in thea-
tres, and lecture-lialis, and coucrt-roolis, in eatliedrmls, anîd iii village satie-
muaries, mon couic to lîsten to God's message oft umcy as thcy have noL Vuxn
before in our day. Surcly this is a inanifest tolien for good-a inust gratifýing
sign of the timces-a igh-lty motive for growing aetiiy.

Nor is this ail. The evidenc is cleu" andmi aouibtcdl that very 111aaîy souls
have beeni and arc being eonvert(-ul to t3od. Unquestionabiy grcat caution is
necess-zry in relation to ail statistit, on sucli a, themne ; but 1 tinkl %e are
houtid to bclicvc thiat the trutli hieuîil by su umativ who miever heard it before,
and so engeriy iistened to by multitudes who lail becu iiceustotied to hear iL
with indiffcreue, ivili not, yen, cannot, return to God void. Many of the
facts in ruference to thc progress anid extent of the religlous awakcening in
lrcland arc more or less knowýn to all ol' us. 1 tieed noL dwell on thiii. In
Seotland a Congregational minister told ie a feiw weks ago that in the town,
ivhere lie labours, ivith a population of about, 4,000, ncaidy 100 young mn
have during thec last twelve mnoutts becu co.verted to God, andI becoine activc
in evcry good ivork. IlThc flower of the, youth of' the town," lic says, "larc
on the JLord's side. Tiîeir love to cadli other, their union of' co-operation,

ai ouDli bclirîing to difl'crcnt denoîiiuations, their iiianly decisioin, excite
admiration, and have toid extensiveiy on the gencrai face of'soeiety."

1 lhcard that in a village near the place of iny teiiiporary residenlc sorne
young in anxiousiy chierishced the desire to give theiselves to foreign înmi.-
sionary labour. 1 muade arrangeinents to get tin together and secure an
interview with theni. I wcnt to the village wvhcre they reside, which docs n1.t
certainly contain more than 500 souls, and there 1 eonversed and praycd îvith
six.ý youxng men. Five of thein have been brouglit to, Christ during the past
ycar, ail of whorn wish to dcvotc theinselves to the work of prcaching the
Gospel to the heathien. Such a fluet, uninuportant ns in sonie respets it Biay
scemni, yet speairs niuch as to the character of the religious work whichi bas
been goimmg on in that region.

Nor-blessed be God-is tic wvork eonfined to Ireland and Scotiand: niany
parts of Bngland have rccivcd, and arc rcceiving, a rich blessingl-. The other
day a young xwan came to me as an applicant for feilowship, with the chiurcli.
le told me that hc had rcently beemi at home for a fortnighit, on a visit to

luis relatives, in the cotruty of Salop, and, to luis joy, on reaehing lis native
piace he heurd the voice of praise in the housc of his cariy youth, where sucli

sound in his boyhood had been unknown. 11e soon learned that several
inembers of his faîuiily hiad been led to religious decision witliin the last few
xnonths iu connection with a revival in the town. Oid things iii their heuarts
and in ftheir home had passed away, and ail things had becorne neir. And
niany in the saine Iocality had by grace reachied the saine experience. But
I noe flot mention sueh facts here. There are brethrcn present whose know-
ledge and cxpcrience in relation to the religious awakening are much greater
than mine, and who have had nîcans of seeing the tokens of God's gracions
presence and power in -their own congregations or in their own neighibourhood.

Sueh things eall for devout g-ratitude, summon us to strougcr faith and more
.zealous action, and are calcuiatcd to inspire 'in us a wider and deeper clîarity.
God is no respecter of seets, auj more than of persons. le works in ail aud
by ail who hold the head and honour Hlmi; and, whercvcr lis work is, there
should our kearty synrpathy and strong affection be. Stili, we have a duty


