
PIETY AT HOME. 0

downcast and perpiexed, experiences something analagous to, whuit the Prephet
Isaiahi feit, when the angel with a live coai frein the altar came te himi with a
message of grace. Parents taking hoid cf God's covenant promise, and appreciat-
ing the sîgu between God aud them-tlîat He wiil be a God te, tieir seed, are
anxious Chtat their offspring from their birth should bc the Lord's. What more
likely to secure so desirabie an end than to begin with object lessons. The Bible
lu hand, voices raised sweetly and solemniy in praise te God, parents and al
under thoîr roof bowing before God-these exercises are calculated to make a
biding impression on a child's heart. In an ishînd centainingr 4,000 inhabitants,
there wvas at oe time neither tree uer shrub te bie found, and planting invariably
preved a failure. A man of means ordéred a trench te) be dug, <pposite hie lieuse,
and when fiuished had it haif fiiled with the sioi, and then water mnade te flowv
threugh. There hie planted wilicws, and beautifully tlxey grew. The water
courses beside whiclî God would have our plants grow are, doubtiess, the Family
Altar-parental instruction and hely exanipie. Chidren shouidble taught by ex-
ample as weil as precept, that reverence is due te the Lord in every act cf worship.
If the Divine blessing and aid are net inveked in a few words ere engag(,ing in
worship, the-re miglit be a moment of silent prayer by ail.

Healthy family piety is seen in the regularity with which the household attends
the house of Ged ; worship made interesting at home, children ivili have deliglit
in attending churcli service Soniè familles betray great want cf that ardent de-
sire God plants in the heart cf every parent living near to, Hini-the desire te ses
his chiîdren Iambs of the flock, Wherever Jesus le. chidren shculd be brought,
and the prowise, " Where twe or three are gathered tegether in niy name, there
arn I in the midst cf them," ouglit te satisfy parents that that is the proper placei
te bring their dear lîttie cnes te Him. -Many cf God's ehildren remnember the
gentls lknockings of Jesus at the door of their hearts in Hie name, when they,
Samuel-like, knew net it wvas Jesus. Let ciiildreu grc-v up te ten and twelve
years cf age, as many allow themi te do, before they are seen in the house of God,
and the devil has donc what ne parent eau undo. Specialiy let theim be led te
the prayer meeting-cf ail places the place cf roiver. Theusands cf chlldren have
been born again in that hallowed place, and trained te love and frequent the
prayer meeting througli life. In our prayers let us net forget the little cnes.

Anether feature cf piety at heme is the care taken te interest the whele famdly
lu the cause cf Missions. Missionary intelligence, aud the. convereation at table
aud elsewhere, about what Ged le doing in fereigu fields, are just the things
well-trained children love te listen te. More cf this, and the cry, " We canuet
get young men, would be less heard. Let a missicnary box be placed on the table
cf every sitting-rcom, parents taking the lead in dropping their offeringa there,
and many a cent will bie dropped there where otherwvise there weuld lie noue.

Next te the worship and Word of Ged, piety at home oeils for truthfulness in
every thing at auy ceet. One word cf faisehood will §hake a chuld's coufidence in
its parent, aud may lead te ruinous resuits. The company invited te, car families
should bie carefully considered. Disparaging remarks coucerniug ministers or
churcli memnbers, made in the hearing cf our chidren, are like the -owing cf
thisties in our garden.

0f those nominal professors whc lean towards the customs aud maxime of men
cf the world, who are se abserbed iu worldiy mnudedness as te flnd ne tim" for
werehip ,iu tue merning, and yet if au acc1uaiutance meets theïn iu the street, eau
afford te %pend far more time than would lie required lu leading their hcusehold
te God's altar, and ofteu ere they returu home at night, their littie eues are in
lied-cf sucli ail we eau say le, that it would lie iufinitely better for the cause cf
Christ if they had ne counectiou therewith. Our Lord said, 1' He that is net with
me is against me, aud lie that gathereth net with me, scattereth. " "I would
thou wert cold or hot, se then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold uer
hot, 1 wlll spue thes eut cf my mouth."1

Let there lie consistent piety at home, increasiug prayer te the God cf promise,


