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or on social aflairs is proved by experionco to facilitate
the iucrense of theirnumber, and the day is not fur Jistant
when the Postal Union will decide on the  transmission of
scaleil letters all over the world for the smallest coin
generally used.

Sowe wili recollect the antique rate across the Atlantic
that burthened a letter with 2 shillings storling: most will
bo personaily awnro of the 123 cent rte; itis not uu-
1easonable then to suppose that the present § cent price
of transmission will by changed for o penny rate.
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PIERCING vs. PUNCHING STAMPS,

Strange as it may seem, there are romo people who
take the troublo to c/ean pustage stamps for a second use ;
mindustry for a dishonest purpose that might be
(fevorably ¥) compared o that of the knnves who sweat
sovercigns in London.  The portul depirtment of that
extensive state call d the Sandwich Islands is we believe
the first that hus tiken steps to check the development of
this industry ; the cancelling of stamps is dune there, not
by an ik impression that ¢an be casily effaced, butby n
series of sl punetures which cannot be cancelled or
removed and which yet do no damage to the conteuts of
the letter.

ANXNUAL ISSUES.

Auother method of checking but to a less degres, the
use of used stamps i3 that of Spain and its colonics ; the
color, desizn and shape are chanved anmualdy.  The
stamps of 1880 are no longer curicnt in 1881 but are
exchangeab.¢ at the office Ia new stunps within a fixed
period of time.  IF all the countries of the world were to
adopt the Spanish svstemn the stamp-album makers would
have to produce albums bigger dun an ordinary fanuly
bible.

. There is an advantaze however to a postal department
in the fact thut the staap issue of euch year cuables a
bal::pce of accounts to be clearly made.

Ltamp-collectors will understand also how readily any
particular year of this style of series can vecome valu-
able by searcity,

NEWSBANDS AND STAMPED ENVELOPES.

These articles were intended to facilitate the increase
of correspondence and newspaper postages, bay we doubt
il the impulse has been s great as it would have been
had the work been thoronghly done.  The price of the
newsband should be <olely the stamped igure ; the con-
venience to the post oflice and the saving of time to its
officials w.uld be Jur in excess of the minute cost of
papér. A wrapper once used cannot be used again, its
writings and stampings are praciically incffaceatle, but a
stamp can be cloaued and re-used.

IF a post eard issall for one cent, card stock and all,
why caunot a wrapper be also sold as cheap? A stamped

"1 will have to pre.

cuvelope i3 now sold at the pastago pher the eavelopo
wiro s why rnotsell the whele thing tor the ixed figuro
of the stamp 2 ‘Tho wholesale cost of ordinary envelopes
is too trifling to make an important item in the ageregato
cost ngninst n yenr's postal revenne when stimulted by
the fucility of buying stampd envelopes at stamp price.
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MONEY ORDER CARDS.

Gormany appears to bo thus far aloue in the adoption
of Money Order Curds, a deseription of which we give
Lelow without special connment.

Both sides of 1he card me printed as shown below
and a line cuts off a coupon which serves us a certificato
that the holder i the person addiessed 3 this conpon ean
be sent by mail or be used as 2 transfirable deposit it tho
sender mukes himself the addiessce. ‘I'hisis the form
translated, and we put 1w itwaies the numes of places and
persons
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BATVARIAL
POST ORDER
For the sutn of 00 Marks, 00 Ffenig.
0 M., 00 I'fy.
To Johunw Schmidt,

COUroN, Stamp.

The sender
will cut thiy off,
and theaddresses

sent it in opder Ludiwiysug
to receive the "Baveria.  Dato
amount,

Munich. [Residence of semle Stamp.
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00 Marks 0o pfy

00 M., 00 I'fg.  Nov.ooo Heinrich Fisch, Clerk

&

Otto Engelhorn, |25

Alunich, £:
Bavaria.

Munich, Buvaria, Sept. 12, 1881,

fuacy }
RECEINT OF THE ADDRESSEE,

3, Johann Schniidty herehy cuentify that [ have received the full

amount of 0o M., co Pig. frum the Pust Ollice.
Ludwiydint, 15thSept., 1881,

.\lrri\'al . » no
Ilegh‘l::r:\'u-. Jolesne Sclamull. Stam[.l.

REGULATIONS,

1 These cadds ean be purchased at § st ollices for stamp price.
2 Coupon cain besent in any manner to this addies

3 Alatesee must apply within seven days for payment.

4 The pust vllice 1 ot 1esponsible furloss of cand or wnpon.
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REGISTERED ENVEBLOPES.
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A number of countrics w the postal union have
adopted the system of registered envelopes, and  the
prosisions printed on the face of the envelope will go far
to guarl against frands aud carclessness,

The Wue crosad lines remind wsof the old days of our grand-
mothers, when a stk nbbon tied a parcel of writing, and was fastened
at the kuot with sealing-wax. They have, however, a different pur-
pose, end are meant tu lucate, for carcless peoply, the place for cach
of the reconling or addresany marks that belong to the mesage.

This resisterad covelope goes vighily in thedirectton indicated in
an article elsewhiere in these columay, for 1t suctudes all charges in the
stamp ; when the stamp s bought, the envelope onj which it is -
pressud is paid for, .

The Danish envelope, belonging to St. Thomas, has somne features
which we will describs in our next 1ssue, i the rapid growih of pustal
intercourse has not then preceded us in tews,



